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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-
j125-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Candidate 1 - Higher Level Q1 Total: 28 marks
Question 1(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates to give three examples of ways in which the local church can support family life. There is no 
requirement to describe the examples or to elaborate upon them. 

The candidate has offered three appropriate examples which are expressed concisely and clearly distinguished from each other. 

Question 1(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates to say what Christians mean when they say that Jesus is their Lord. The command word ‘State’ 
could have been used but it was considered to be an unnecessary addition. The response is point marked, so examiners are looking 
for 3 points. The response can be any combination of statements, development and exemplification.  

The candidate correctly describes Lord as meaning to Christians that Jesus is the person who rules their lives, someone whom they 
respect, who will guide them and who is the Son of God. This is an example of an acceptable response which consists of appropriate 
statements and development; actually more than is required for 3 marks.  
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Question 1(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The question requires candidates to describe one reason. If a candidate offers several reasons, only the first reason is credited. One 
mark is given for the reason and the remaining two marks for development or exemplification. 

In this case, the candidate states correctly that sacraments are rituals through which the grace of God can be received by Christians. 
The significance of this is expanded in the second sentence as they enable the Christian to feel a spiritual connection with God 
and they build a personal relationship to him. The final sentence could be considered a second reason (they are important because 
the enable a Christian to show devotion).However the three marks have been achieved. And the final sentence is ignored as it is a 
second reason.  

Question 1(d)

 AO1 3 Marks AO2 1 mark
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Examiner commentary
The question requires candidates to explain how a pilgrimage to Jerusalem in particular might benefit a Christian, with the emphasis 
on spiritual benefits. The examiner reads the whole response and then makes a judgement about the appropriate level for each 
assessment objective. 

The response is best described as adequate but underdeveloped for AO1. The nature of pilgrimage is clearly understood, however 
the spiritual benefits mentioned in the second paragraph could apply to pilgrimage to any site. There is reference to Jerusalem as 
the place of Jesus' death in the first paragraph but there is little else in the response which ties it to Jerusalem. Hence the response is 
Level 3 (adequate but underdeveloped) for AO1. 

For AO2, some analysis is evidenced in the explanation of the significance to Christians of the death of Jesus in Jerusalem. Hence the 
response is judged to be Level 1 for AO2.
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Question 1(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The expected response to this question is a discussion about how hard it is to follow, in the sense of putting into practice, 
the teachings of Jesus contained in the Sermon on the Mount. Aspects of the Sermon could be referred to in support of the 
discussion and their significance for different Christian groups explored, which is a requirement of the rubric. There is no longer any 
requirement for candidates to offer a personal viewpoint. In the BTP papers a personal viewpoint will not add to the discussion as 
it should be concerned with how the issue affects different groups of Christians, not the author of the discussion. So, a response 
should only include comment on aspects of the discussion weighing one view against the other. The rubric for the question also 
requires candidates to support the discussion with reference to Sources of Wisdom and Authority. ‘Sources of Wisdom and Authority’ 
is interpreted broadly and can include for example, the views of key figures in the faith, tradition and worship practices as well as 
religious texts.  For this question it is inevitable that most candidates will refer to texts as it is a requirement of the question (Sermon 
on the Mount). 

The examiner reads the whole response and then makes a judgement about the appropriate level for each assessment objective.

The response matches all the bullet points in the AO1descriptors for LOR3. A good selection of teachings has been offered and they 
are clearly drawn for the Sermon on the Mount. There is also an appropriate reference to aspects of Old Testament teaching. There is 
knowledge of differing views of different Christian groups with an accurate description of the views of the Quakers.

The discussion is a good attempt to respond to the stimulus. There is a sound introduction, spelling out the issue and there is good 
use of knowledge and understanding to argue a case. The views of different Christian groups are analysed and evaluated and the 
significance explained and explored. There is a mature, well supported and well balanced conclusion. 

There are things that could be improved but this response matches the AO2 description for Level 4 so it can be judged as a good 
response and as it fulfils all the bullet points at that level, it can be credited full marks. 
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Candidate 2 - Medium Level Q1 Total: 19 marks
Question 1(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates to give three examples of ways in which the local church can support family life. There is no 
requirement to describe the examples or to elaborate upon them. 

The candidate has offered three good examples with some elaboration. The responses do include some extra information which 
could have been omitted, for example the second point could have ended with the word ‘support’ and would still have been 
credited a mark. Briefer responses could help with time management.

Question 1(b)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates to say what Christians mean when they say that Jesus is their Lord. The response is point marked, 
so examiners are looking for 3 points. The response can be any combination of statements, development and exemplification.  

The response initially focuses on the idea of King, which is just another title of Jesus and cannot be credited as a description of what 
Christians mean when they say Jesus is their Lord.  However in the second sentence the candidate has referred to Lord as meaning a 
spiritual leader (1 mark), not political but one to whom Christians look to (1 mark) for guidance and protection.
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Question 1(c)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
The question requires candidates to describe one reason. If a candidate offers several reasons, only the first reason is credited. One 
mark is given for the reason and the remaining two marks for development or exemplification. 

In this response, the candidate has offered the reason that sacraments provide guidance and structure (1 mark) and has illustrated 
this by reference to baptism. This is an example of exemplification (1 mark). The additional material about transubstantiation and the 
Eucharist can be judged to be another reason and has to be ignored. 

Question 1(d)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 1 marks
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Examiner commentary
The question requires candidates to explain how a pilgrimage to Jerusalem in particular might benefit a Christian, with the emphasis 
on spiritual benefits. The examiner reads the whole response and then makes a judgement about the appropriate level for each 
assessment objective. 

In the response, the candidate has demonstrated some limited knowledge of the significance of Jerusalem as the place where Jesus 
was crucified and resurrected. There is some analysis (AO2) in the explanation of the significance of the experience of visiting these 
places and of visiting Jerusalem generally; bringing the pilgrim closer to God for example in the first sentence. The incorrect material 
about Jesus being born in Jerusalem is ignored. 

Question 1(e)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 1 marks
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Examiner commentary
The expected response to this question is a discussion about how hard it is to follow, in the sense of putting into practice, the 
teachings of Jesus contained in the Sermon on the Mount. Aspects of the Sermon could be referred to in support of the discussion 
and their significance for different Christian groups explored, which is requirement of the rubric. There is no longer any requirement 
for candidates to offer a personal viewpoint. In the BTP papers a personal viewpoint will not add to the discussion as it should be 
concerned with how the issue affects different groups of Christians, not the author of the discussion. So, a response should only 
include comment on aspects of the discussion weighing one view against the other. The rubric for the question also requires 
candidates to support the discussion with reference to Sources of Wisdom and Authority. ‘Sources of Wisdom and Authority’ is 
interpreted broadly and can include for example, the views of key figures in the faith, tradition and worship practices as well as 
religious texts.  For this question it is inevitable that most candidates will refer to texts as it is a requirement of the question (Sermon 
on the Mount). 

The candidate has shown good knowledge and understanding of the Sermon on the Mount, selecting key aspects: the Beatitudes; 
the Lord’s Prayer; the Wise and Foolish builders. Sources of Wisdom and Authority are evident. The response meets the requirements 
for Level 3 for AO1

The discussion consists of views stated with little development in relation to the stimulus. The discussion seems to be more about 
the value of the teaching than whether it is too hard to follow. The views of different Christian groups are briefly described. In terms 
of AO2, the response is limited (L2) but can be credited the top mark at that level. 
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Candidate 3 - Lower Level  Q1 Total: 12 marks
Question 1(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates to give three examples of ways in which the local church can support family life. There is no 
requirement to describe the examples or to elaborate upon them. 

The candidate has offered three appropriate examples, which are clearly expressed. 

Question 1(b)

 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates to say what Christians mean when they say that Jesus is their Lord. The response is point marked, 
so examiners are looking for 3 points. The response can be any combination of statements, development and exemplification. 

The response consists of one point which is repeated: that to Christians Lord means that Jesus is God.  It could be argued that there 
is some development in the idea of a personal form of God but the importance of this is not clearly expressed. Only one mark can be 
credited.
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Question 1(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The question requires candidates to describe one reason. If a candidate offers several reasons, only the first reason is credited. One 
mark is given for the reason and the remaining two marks for development or exemplification. 

One reason is developed and exemplified. Sacraments are important as God expects Christian to obey and follow those rituals  
(1 mark). This enables Christians to further connect with God (1 mark) and an example of how this can happen is baptism (1 mark). 

Question 1(d)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 1 mark
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Examiner commentary
The question requires candidates to explain how a pilgrimage to Jerusalem in particular might benefit a Christians, with the 
emphasis on spiritual benefits. The examiner reads the whole response and then makes a judgement about the appropriate level for 
each assessment objective. 

The response demonstrates limited knowledge and understanding of the importance of Jerusalem as a place of pilgrimage. It 
concentrates on the entry to Jerusalem and the change of heart amongst the crowd by the end of Holy week. No other aspects 
of Jerusalem are mentioned. The response is therefore limited for AO1, 2 marks.  There is some analysis of the significance of a 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem in that. Christian pilgrims might think about how they would have responded: – would they have followed 
the crowd? Hence AO2 is 1 mark. 

Question 1(e)

 AO1 0 marks AO2 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
The expected response to this question is a discussion about how hard it is to follow, in the sense of putting into practice, the 
teachings of Jesus contained in the Sermon on the Mount. Aspects of the Sermon could be referred to support the discussion and 
their significance for different Christian groups explored, which is requirement of the rubric. There is no longer any requirement 
for candidates to offer a personal viewpoint. In the BTP papers a personal viewpoint will not add to the discussion as it should be 
concerned with how the issue affects different groups of Christians, not the author of the discussion. So, a response should only 
include comment on aspects of the discussion, weighing one view against the other. The rubric for the question also requires 
candidates to support the discussion with reference to Sources of Wisdom and Authority. ‘Sources of Wisdom and Authority’ is 
interpreted broadly and can include for example, the views of key figures in the faith, tradition and worship practices as well as 
religious texts.  For this question it is inevitable that most candidates will refer to texts as it is a requirement of the question (Sermon 
on the Mount). 

The examiner reads the whole response and then makes a judgement about the appropriate level for each assessment objective.

The response lacks knowledge or understanding of Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount and the discussion is very general. 
There are no references to sources of Wisdom and Authority. AO1 therefore is 0. The discussion is weak and although it refers to 
Catholics and Quakers, the content of their views is not sufficiently developed or expanded to move the response beyond Level 1 for 
AO2. The response consists of simple statements about following teaching (unspecified) in general. The middle mark at Level 1 can 
be credited.  
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Candidate 4 - Higher Level  Q2 Total: 24 marks
Question 2(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates to describe what Advent means to some Christians, so the response needs to be more than a 
definition of the term. The response is point marked, so examiners are looking for 3 points. The response can be any combination of 
statements, development and exemplification.  

The response contains accurate information in the form of three points about the meaning of Advent to some Christians. It is a time 
of preparation and prayer, for the coming of Jesus and the parousia and it is the 4 weeks before Christmas. 

Question 2(b)

 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
The role of the serpent can be taken to mean the role the serpent has in corrupting Adam and Eve or the role in the sense of the 
impact of the event on humans.  The response is point marked, so examiners are looking for 3 points. The response can be any 
combination of statements, development and exemplification.  

The response is clear and concise. The serpent’s role is; to tempt Adam and Eve to eat the forbidden fruit, to contradict what God has 
said and thus to destroy the relationship between humans and God. 

Question 2(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates to describe what Christians mean rather than just give a definition of the term.  The response 
is point marked, so examiners are looking 3 points. The response can be any combination of statements, development and 
exemplification.  

The response is an excellent example of a clear concise and accurate response. The term is defined correctly and then its significance 
for Christians is explored.

Question 2(d)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 0 marks
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Examiner commentary
In responding to this question, candidates need to identify more than one view of the need for salvation and then explain why there are 
different views. The examiner reads the whole response and then makes a judgement about the appropriate level for each assessment 
objective. In this case the task of identifying differing views about the need for salvation requires the candidate to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding (AO1) and the explanation as to why there are those differences is an analytical process (AO2). 

The response does not directly address the question but there is reference in the first paragraph to the view that salvation is needed 
to restore the relationship between God and humans which has been broken as a result of original sin. Only one view is expressed. 
Much of the response is about how salvation might be achieved rather then why it is needed. The response is judged to match the 
descriptors for AO1 Level 2 as it is a limited response. There is no explanation or analysis of the reasons why Christians differ in their 
understanding of the need for salvation. No marks can be credited for AO2. 
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Question 2(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The stimulus for the discussion requires candidates to focus on the importance of prayer in a church service and by implication to 
compare this with the importance of other activities that might take place during a service. Candidates are therefore able to select any 
other aspects of any kind of church service and also discuss the different types of prayer and prayerful activities which can be found in 
the various denominations of the Christian church. Candidates need to support their responses with appropriate sources of wisdom 
and authority, which can include texts, worship practices, traditions, and the views of key figures in the religion. Candidates also need 
to show that they know about the attitudes of different Christian groups. Examiners expect candidates to refer to at least two different 
Christian groups. These may be accurately identified as a particular denomination, but as there are differences within denominations, 
a response which just refers to ‘some Christians’ and ‘other Christians’ is acceptable and will enable the response to move beyond Level 
1 for AO2. The examiner reads the whole response and then makes a judgement about the appropriate level for each assessment 
objective.

In this response, the candidate has identified different views and offers sources of wisdom and authority which are relevant to the issue. 
E.g. Jesus instructed his followers to pray and he also instituted the Eucharist. The candidate refers to Quakers and Roman Catholics 
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and the response can be judged to have met the requirements for Level 3 at AO1. The discussion shows sustained reasoned argument 
in relation to the issue in the stimulus and has a conclusion which is a summing up of the arguments from the point of the candidate. 
There is no longer any requirement for candidates to offer a personal viewpoint. In the BTP papers a personal viewpoint will not add 
to the discussion as it should be concerned with how the issue affects different groups of Christians, not the author of the discussion. 
In this case the candidate has summed up the discussion rather than attempting to present a unique personal view and it can be 
accepted as an appropriate way to conclude. A better conclusion would take a neutral stance and refer to the balance of evidence and 
potential judgments based upon the evidence. Hence, although the response was judged to be good - Level 4 - it was only credited 10 
marks. 
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Candidate 5 - Medium Level  Q2 Total: 18 marks
Question 2(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates to describe what Advent means to some Christians, so the response needs to be more than a 
definition of the term. The response is point marked, so examiners are looking for 3 points. The response can be any combination of 
statements, development and exemplification.  

The response has three appropriate points. Advent is the time leading up to the birth of Jesus. It is a time to reflect on the events 
during Advent and to give thanks.

Question 2(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The role of the serpent can be taken to mean the role the serpent has in corrupting Adam and Eve or the role in the sense of the 
impact of the event on humans.  The response is point marked, so examiners are looking for 3 points. The response can be any 
combination of statements, development and exemplification.  

The response begins with a correct statement about the role of the serpent to tempt Adam and Eve. Further development is offered 
in the reference to the tree of knowledge of good and bad and by the explanation that the temptation was to do evil, which led to 
punishment for the couple and the serpent.
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Question 2(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates to describe what Christians mean rather than just give a definition of the term.  The response is point 
marked, so examiners are looking 3 points. The response can be any combination of statements, development and exemplification.  

In the response there is a correct definition of omniscience. This is followed by development about how this means that God knows 
everything people do and exemplification of the significance for Christians, as God knows thoughts as well as actions. 

Question 2(d)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 0 marks

Examiner commentary
In responding to this question, candidates need to identify more than one view of the need for salvation and then explain why there are 
different views. The examiner reads the whole response and then makes a judgement about the appropriate level for each assessment 
objective. In this case the task of identifying differing views about the need for salvation requires the candidate to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding (AO1) and the explanation as to why there are those differences is an analytical process (AO2). 

One view of the reason why Christians believe there is a need for salvation is explained in the first five lines of the response. The rest of 
the response is about purgatory and is not relevant. There is no attempt to explain why Christians differ in their understanding of the 
need for salvation so analysis (AO2) is not evident at all in the response.
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Question 2(e)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
The stimulus for the discussion requires candidates to focus on the importance of prayer in a church service and by implication to 
compare this with the importance of other activities that might take place during a service. Candidates are therefore able to select any 
other aspects of any kind of church service and also discuss the different types of prayer and prayerful activities which can be found in 
the various denominations of the Christian church. Candidates need to support their responses with appropriate sources of wisdom 
and authority, which can include texts, worship practices, traditions, and the views of key figures in the religion. Candidates also need 
to show that they know about the attitudes of different Christian groups. Examiners expect candidates to refer to at least two different 
Christian groups. These may be accurately identified as a particular denomination, but as there are differences within denominations, a 
response which just refers to ‘some Christians’ and ‘other Christians’ is acceptable and will enable response to move beyond Level 1 for 
AO2. The examiner reads the whole response and then makes a judgement about the appropriate level for each assessment objective.

In this response the candidate has shown adequate knowledge and understanding of the significance of prayer in a church service but 
this is not particularly well directed towards the issue in the stimulus. AO1 therefore is judged as Level 2. The discussion is limited and 
lacks focus on the issue. There is evaluation of the importance of prayer but views are more stated than examined and weighed against 
each other. There is evidence of Sources of Wisdom and Authority in the reference to the Lord’s Prayer and the use of ‘other Christians’ in 
paragraph 2 enables the response to rise above Level 1 as the response refers to different Christian groups.  The response matches the 
descriptors for Level 2, limited, at AO2 and the middle mark was judged to be appropriate.  
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Candidate 6 - Lower Level  Q2 Total: 13 marks
Question 2(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates to describe what Advent means to some Christians, so the response needs to be more than a 
definition of the term. The response is point marked, so examiners are looking for 3 points. The response can be any combination of 
statements, development and exemplification.  

The candidate makes three appropriate points Advent means (to Catholic Christians) the time four weeks before Christmas, which is 
a time of preparation for the arrival of Christ, which is the birth of the saviour.

Question 2(b)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
The role of the serpent can be taken to mean the role the serpent has in corrupting Adam and Eve and or the role in the sense of 
the impact of the event on humans.  The response is point marked, so examiners are looking for 3 points. The response can be any 
combination of statements, development and exemplification.  

Two points are made about the role of the serpent. He tempts Adam and Eve to eat the apple and he represents the devil.  
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Question 2(c)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This question requires candidates describe what Christians mean rather than just give a definition of the term.  The response is point 
marked, so examiners are looking 3 points. The response can be any combination of statements, development and exemplification 

The response consists of a correct definition and some development about God’s knowledge being beyond human understanding. 

Question 2(d)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 0 marks
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Examiner commentary
In responding to this question, candidates need to identify more than one view of the need for salvation and then explain why 
there are different views. The examiner reads the whole response and then makes a judgement about the appropriate level for 
each assessment objective. In this case, the task of identifying differing views about the need for salvation requires the candidate to 
demonstrate knowledge and understanding (AO1) and the explanation as to why there are those differences is an analytical process 
(AO2). 

This is a lower ability response. There is an attempt at explanation of the need for salvation in order to get to heaven but this is not 
expanded. The view of the C of E is not about the need for salvation and cannot be credited as another view. There is no attempt to 
analyse the reasons for difference. Hence AO1 is 1 mark and AO2 is 0.  

Question 2(e)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 0 marks
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Examiner commentary
The stimulus for the discussion requires candidates to focus on the importance of prayer in a church service and by implication to 
compare this with the importance of other activities that might take place during a service. Candidates are therefore able to select 
any other aspects of any kind of church service and also discuss the different types of prayer and prayerful activities which can be 
found in the various denominations of the Christian church. Candidates need to support their responses with appropriate sources of 
wisdom and authority, which can include texts, worship practices, traditions, and the views of key figures in the religion. Candidates 
also need to show that they know about the attitudes of different Christian groups. Examiners expect candidates to refer to at least 
two different Christian groups. These may be accurately identified as a particular denomination, but as there are differences within 
denominations, a response which just refers to ‘some Christians’ and ‘other Christians’ is acceptable and will enable response to move 
beyond Level 1 for AO2. The examiner reads the whole response and then makes a judgement about the appropriate level for each 
assessment objective.

The response is lacking in sound knowledge and understanding of the role of prayer in a church service and of other things that 
happen in a church service. There is no comparison, for example, of the value of prayer as opposed to Eucharist or bible reading, 
there is only a comparison of liturgical versus spontaneous prayer. Hence the response matches the level descriptors for AO1 Level 1 
as it lacks detail relevant to the issue in the stimulus.   

The discussion is limited. The reference to Catholics and to Quakers allows the response to move beyond Level 1 and into the 
Limited band Level 2, for AO2 but there are inaccuracies in the description of their practices.  There is some evidence of reasoning 
and judgement at the end of the first paragraph. The (unnecessary) personal statement at the end does not focus on the issue in the 
stimulus and adds little to the response overall.  
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