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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-
j125-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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3 marks

Candidate 1 - Higher Level Q1 Total: 22 Marks
Question 1(a)

Examiner commentary
The candidate answered correctly.

3 marks

Question 1(b)

Examiner commentary
This candidate received full marks for this question and included the following key points:

 - Obligatory for Shi-a Muslims

 - 20% of earnings

 - Goes to development of madrasahs and poor and needy.
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3 marks

Question 1(c)

Examiner commentary
The question asks why a Muslim might give Sadaqah and this candidate has shown that they know what Sadaqah is and has given 
three reasons why it might be given:

 - to purify their heart of greed

 - to share Allah’s wealth

 - and by acting out the goodness of Muhammad (pbuh) (following in his steps) when he donated to the Muslims in   
 Medina.

This response showed a combination of statements, development and exemplification.

AO1 3 marks;   AO2 2 marks

Question 1(d)
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AO1 3 marks;   AO2 5 marks

Question 1(e)

Examiner commentary
For AO1, candidates were expected to show their knowledge and understanding of the question. This candidate’s response 
showed that they knew who Ibrahim was and was able to recount stories about him, for example, that he was one of the most 
important prophets in Islam and that he was asked to sacrifice Isma’il. They showed understanding by describing the reason Allah 
asked Ibrahim to sacrifice Isma’il.  For AO2, candidates are asked to demonstrate analysis and evaluation. This candidate was able 
to demonstrate that Ibrahim was important because he showed true faith in Allah and that Muslims should follow him and do the 
same. They also showed that Ibrahim’s actions have influenced Muslim festivals today as they sacrifice an animal in remembrance of 
the animal that Ibrahim sacrificed instead of his son. To achieve full marks for this question, the candidate might have given further 
examples from Ibrahim’s life of how he trusted and followed Allah and how Muslims follow his example.
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Examiner commentary
This candidate achieved Level 3 for AO1 as they clearly understand the concept of giving and charity and the importance of helping 
others. There is not so much mentioned about belief in Allah though there are references throughout that show the importance of 
belief and they refer to teachings and Muhammad (pbuh).

However, even though the candidate writes at length and in depth about the Muslim view towards helping others, they do not write 
much at all about belief in Allah and Tawhid. For this reason, the response has been limited to Level 2. While appreciating that it is 
not always necessary to offer many opposing views in an (e) question, because of the nature of this question, there is an expectation 
that a discussion about the importance of belief in Allah will be included especially as Muslims believe that non-believers will never 
be allowed to enter Heaven. The candidate has shown great knowledge of Muslim beliefs and practices about giving to others but 
little on the importance of belief. If the candidate had given one or more view about the importance of belief and developed it in 
the same way as they did with giving to others, they would have achieved a higher mark.

This candidate was credited 3 marks for SPaG as they communicated well and used the rules of spelling, punctuation and grammar 
well throughout. They also used specialist terms as appropriate although could have used more in parts of the response. 
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3 marks

Candidate 2 - Medium Level Q1 Total: 12 Marks
Question 1(a)

Examiner commentary
The candidate answered correctly.

Question 1(b)

2 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate received 2 marks for mentioning it could be paid through a bank (which is possible, for example, the Khums Bank) 
and did mention 20%. There was no development of these points which might have allowed 3 marks to be credited.
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0 marks

Question 1(c)

Examiner commentary
No answer was given therefore 0 marks.

 AO1 2 marks  AO2 1 mark

Question 1(d)

Examiner commentary
This candidate showed a limited knowledge and understanding of the question. They knew Ibrahim was a prophet and he was 
willing to sacrifice his son for Allah, whom he trusted. There was no real further development of these points. The candidate 
achieved 1 mark for AO2 as they explained that Ibrahim is important as he shows Muslims that there is no one above Allah and to 
trust Allah. The second paragraph repeats that Ibrahim was a prophet but the rest is not accurate or creditable. To achieve higher 
levels, this candidate needed to include further details of Ibrahim’s life and how his actions and beliefs influence Muslims today.
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AO1 1 mark;   AO2 3 marks

Question 1(e)
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Examiner commentary
This candidate achieved Level 1 for both AO1 and AO2. It is a weaker response.

The candidate mentions Zakat and its use in aiding the less fortunate and, also, that Allah says that ‘Islam is the one true religion’. 
Therefore, they are displaying some knowledge which is credited in AO1.

For AO2, there are few views offered with little or no development. There are no references to sources of authority and wisdom apart 
from mentioning that, ‘Allah says …’ and no concrete references to differing viewpoints in Islam. However, they do say that helping 
others is good and their conclusion supports this.

This candidate was credited 3 marks for SPaG as they use the rules of spelling, punctuation and grammar throughout. They also used 
a few specialist terms as appropriate although could have used more in parts of the response.  
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Question 1(b)

1 mark

Examiner commentary
1 mark was credited to this candidate for saying it is an annual contribution and for saying it is for charity. However, they did not 
include any exemplification or development.

3 marks

Candidate 3 – Lower Level Q1 Total : 10 Marks
Question 1(a)

Examiner commentary
The candidate answered correctly.



Exemplar Candidate Work

14

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

© OCR 2018

3 marks

Question 1(c)

Examiner commentary
This response is another combination of statements and exemplification. They state that giving Sadaqah is the right thing to do, 
make them feel as if they are part of the Muslim community and helps other, which makes them a good Muslim.

AO1 0 marks   AO2 0 marks

Question 1(d)

Examiner commentary
There is nothing in this response which can be credited. The response is too generic and could be applied to any major religious 
figures of any religion.
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 AO1 1 mark   AO2 2 marks

Question 1(e)

Examiner commentary
This candidate achieved Level 1 for both AO1 and AO2. It is a lower ability response.

They have not addressed the question in any meaningful way. They do state that helping others is a positive religious value and 
therefore important but go on to say that you don’t have to be religious to be a good person and have good values.  However, there 
is no development and little indication that they know any specific knowledge about Muslim beliefs and practices about faith in 
Allah and helping others.

There are no references to sources of wisdom or authority or to variations in belief and practice among Muslims. The response is 
generic and could apply to any religion.

This candidate was credited 3 marks for SPaG as they use the rules of spelling, punctuation and grammar throughout.
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Question 2(b)

3 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate states that predestination (Al-Qad’r) is a Sunni belief and means that everything is planned by Allah thus meaning 
that Sunnis do not believe in free will. They use the comparison with Shi’a belief about free will for development, showing that 
predestination can affect a Muslim’s decision to do right or wrong.

3 marks

Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q2 Total : 26 Marks
Question 2(a)

Examiner commentary
The candidate answered correctly.
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Question 2(c)

2 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate does state what niyyah is but, apart from saying that niyyah is part of salah, only adds that it shows their true faith in 
the oneness of Allah. To achieve 3 marks there needed to be a further statement or some development or exemplification.

Question 2(d)

AO1 4 marks   AO2 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
This candidate has addressed the question. It asks for an explanation of different Muslim attitudes to Divine Justice (Al-Adl). The 
candidate gives both a Shi’a and Sunni points of view and also mentions Jabrite belief. They also mention Ashara; while this is not 
the correct word (they probably meant the Ash’ari school of thought), what they write about them is correct.  It is clear from the 
response that the candidate knows and understands what Divine Justice is and how Shi’a Muslims will try to live their lives in the 
correct way in order to attain al-Jannah after they die. They then go on to explain the alternative Sunni belief in predestination and 
how this varies from Shi’a belief and consequently affects their lives. This is a good response.

 AO1 3 marks   AO2 9 marks

Question 2(e)
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Examiner commentary
The candidate achieved Level 3 for AO1 as they clearly demonstrated their knowledge and understanding of Ramadan and Id-ul-Fitr 
in the response. They mention Muhammad (pbuh) and the Qur’an as sources of authority.

For AO2, 9 marks were credited. This is a Level 3; the response was adequate but under-developed. For example, there was little 
reference to variations within Muslim belief about Ramadan and Id-ul-Fitr.  The candidate did consider several view points and 
did show development and exemplification. For example, they explained why fasting can increase the sense of Ummah in the 
community and how it can increase their faith. They also provided a balanced conclusion to the discussion.
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Question 2(b)

3 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate received 3 marks for two statements and some exemplification. They understand the belief that Allah has already 
mapped out a person’s life and therefore controls it. They give an example of how this could mean a person’s life may be rich or may 
be sad.

1 mark

Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q2 Total : 12 Marks
Question 2(a)

Examiner commentary
This candidate only received 1 mark for Qur’an. Tawhid is incorrect; it is possible they meant to put Tawrat.
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Question 2(c)

0 marks

Examiner commentary
No response given.

Question 2(d)

AO1 1 mark   AO2 0 marks

Examiner commentary
A lower ability response. 1 mark was given for AO1 for the statement that Divine Justice has to do with being judged on the Day of 
Judgement.
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  AO1 2 marks   AO2 5 marks

Question 2(e)
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Examiner commentary
To achieve 2 marks for AO1, this candidate demonstrated that they knew what Ramadan and Id-ul-Fitr are and were able to discuss a 
little about what happens during these festivals. However, they needed to explain more about what happens at both Ramadan and 
Id-ul Fitr, including any variations within Muslim groups, to achieve a higher level.

For AO2, this candidate was credited 5 marks at Level 2. The response was only limited as there is little or no development of the 
statements. They do discuss how Ramadan allows Muslims to sympathise with those who are less fortunate and how Id-ul-Fitr is a 
time of giving to charity as well as celebrating. In their conclusion they do make the interesting point that, if Muslims learn how to 
sympathise with those who are less fortunate, that it might be better to give the food from Id-ul-Fitr to the poor rather than feast on 
it. However, overall, the conclusion is not particularly well developed.

To achieve higher levels, the candidate, among other things, would need to refer to sources of authority or wisdom, for example, 
from the life of Muhammad (pbuh) or the Qur’an. They would also need to include any variations of belief and practice within 
Muslim groups.
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Question 2(b)

0 marks

Examiner commentary
Response is incorrect as it says absolutely nothing about predestination directly; it is a very generic statement.

1 mark

Candidate 3 – Lower Level Q2 Total : 6 Marks
Question 2(a)

Examiner commentary
This candidate only received 1 mark as the Bible is not specific enough (as it is only the Gospels which are believed to be revealed) 
nor is Jewish holy book; they needed to have put either or Suhuf Ibrahim (Scrolls of Abraham) or Tawrat (Torah) or Zabur (Psalms).
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Question 2(c)

0 marks

Examiner commentary
This response is too generic and too vague to be credited.

Question 2(d)

AO1 0 marks   AO2 0 marks

Examiner commentary
This response cannot be credited as it does not address the question.
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   AO1 1 mark   AO2 4 marks

Question 2(e)

Examiner commentary
This candidate was credited 1 mark for AO1. The response is weaker but it does show that they do know that Ramadan is a fast and 
Id-ul-Fitr is a celebration.

For AO2 they were credited Level 2 – 4 marks.  It is a limited attempt to respond to the stimulus and there are no references to 
sources of authority or wisdom or variations of belief within Muslim groups. The candidate does, however, understand that fasting 
allows them to understand better what it is like to have nothing and for them to realise how fortunate they are, thus leading them to 
become wiser. Another view point is that, while Id-ul-Fitr is not as important as Ramadan, it is enjoyable.

To achieve higher levels, the candidate would need to explain further the importance of Ramadan to Muslims and how it develops 
their faith as well as referring to sources of authority or wisdom, for example, from the life of Muhammad (pbuh) or the Qur’an. 
They would also need to explain more about what happens at both Ramadan and Id-ul-Fitr, including any variations within Muslim 
groups. In addition, the candidate would have needed to add a more comprehensive judgement on the issue and offered a 
balanced conclusion.
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