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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-
j125-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q1 Total : 29 marks
Question 1(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
Most candidates were able to gain full marks on this question as this candidate has. The candidate has given the Pali terms correctly, 
and has correctly given the English translation for each. Either the English or the Pali would have been acceptable and it was not 
technically necessary to give both.

Question 1(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This question caused difficulties for some candidates, who described the nature of dukkha or explained the First Noble Truth. The 
question required candidates to describe one of the three forms of dukkha, which are enumerated on the specification and which 
candidates should, therefore, be familiar with. Other descriptions of forms, rather than causes of dukkha were credited where 
appropriate. This candidate has given a clear, concise and accurate response. The first sentence is not relevant to the question and is 
not worth a mark. However, the candidate correctly identifies dukkha-dukkha (1 mark); correctly identifies it as physical/emotional 
suffering (development, 1 mark) and then gives an accurate example (exemplification, 1 mark). Dukkha-dukkha was the most 
commonly given correct response and most responses that were credited full marks followed this pattern.
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Question 1(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
No distinction is made at this level between kamma and merit. The candidate identifies good kamma with good action (1 mark), 
develops this by equating good action to skilful action (which is a specialist Buddhist term correctly applied, (1 mark) and then 
connects this to the idea of a good rebirth (1 mark). The response follows the model of an accurate point with 2 marks worth of valid 
development.

Question 1(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1: Candidates seem to have found this question quite straightforward and the majority gained 5 marks. The response shows 
a fair level of religious knowledge with regard to the question. The candidate knows what the Four Sights were, why they came 
as a surprise to Siddartha, and what they inspired him to do. The response could have been developed further if the candidate 
had explained why the prince had been kept away from the outside world up until this point, or explained more fully that he was 
previously unaware of old age, sickness and death as parts of the human condition. 

AO2: The response correctly explains that the sights led to the Buddha searching for the truth about suffering and so to 
enlightenment. The level descriptors require that analysis is successful for Level 2 and this clearly fulfils those criteria, even though it 
would be possible for it to have been developed more fully. Level 1 states that the analysis or evaluation is implicit or unsuccessful 
and as this is neither of those, then AO2 must be set at 2 marks.

Question 1(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1: This is a rare exemplar of a response that achieves full marks at both assessment objectives. The candidate uses a variety of 
sources of wisdom and authority in the response, including the Four Noble Truths, the Five Precepts and the Perfections. There is 
also an awareness of differing approaches to the issue among Mahayana and Theravada Buddhists, and among lay and monastic 
communities. The selection of material shows a clear understanding of the question, as does the explanation which is clear, concise 
and focussed. The response comfortably meets all of the criteria for Level 3.

AO2: The criteria for Level 4 are comfortably met. The candidate explores a variety of viewpoints and accurately relates each 
approach to different groups within Buddhism. There is evidence of critical judgement, acknowledging that different outcomes are 
important to different groups, and a conclusion giving a judgement on the question. The candidate skilfully uses their knowledge to 
answer the question. Although it would certainly be possible to give a longer and more detailed response, this is not necessary to 
achieve full marks as the requirements for Level 4 are comfortably met.
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Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q1 Total : 20 marks
Question 1(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
Again, Pali terms and English translations are given and the response gains full marks.

Question 1(b)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate has made the most common mistake on this question. The candidate confuses a type of suffering with the cause of 
suffering given in the Four Noble Truths, namely craving or tanha. The response does not address the question asked, and so does 
not gain any marks.
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Question 1(c)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate gains 1 mark by associating kamma with good actions, and a second by adding that kamma determines the realm 
into which one is reborn. Adding an example of the realms here would have gained a third mark, however, the candidate goes on 
to give an example of ‘good action’. Since the question is concerned with the meaning of the term kamma, this adds nothing to the 
response and is not credited.

Question 1(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The main points of information, what the Four Sights were and the fact that they were new to the Buddha are included. There 
is no awareness of why the Buddha’s early life had been so sheltered. These facts are more briefly stated than in the previous two 
responses, however, it does show understanding by linking the Sight to particular forms of suffering

AO2: The analysis is better here as it deals not only with the Buddha’s personal quest to end suffering, but also his vision of abolishing 
suffering for all, which is what gives the story its significance.

Question 1(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The knowledge here is clearly good, with a wide variety of sources of wisdom and authority selected and used accurately. 
There is no explicit reference to different groups within Buddhism, however ‘some’ Buddhists is used to correctly explain differing 
viewpoints. 

AO2: The evaluation is less successful, but still explored different views, uses reasoned argument and reaches a judgement that is 
supported. Two viewpoints are given and supported but there is no explanation of any possible connection between them. The 
response is clearly in Level 3, but is less well and has been credited 7 marks.
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Candidate 3 – Lower Level Q1 Total : 13 marks
Question 1(a)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate has given the Three Jewels or Three Refuges rather than the Three Marks of Existence. This was the most common 
mistake made on this question, with some candidates mixing up the correct responses to 1a and 2a.

Question 1(b)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate has made a mistake, describing the First Noble Truth and giving craving as a cause of suffering rather than addressing 
types of suffering. This was a very common mistake.
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Question 1(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate gains a mark for stating that actions have consequences. Had they stated only that good actions lead to good rebirth 
and bad actions to a bad rebirth they would have gained 1 more mark, however they also gave examples of what is meant by a 
good or bad rebirth (human or animal) which is exemplification, giving them their third mark.

Question 1(d)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The Four Sights are named and the fact that the Buddha had never seen them before is given, but this is slightly less developed. 
There is no awareness that the Buddha had been deliberately kept away from an awareness of suffering prior to this point. 

AO2: Again, this could be developed further, and there is no direct explanation of the fact that the Buddha’s quest was undertaken 
on behalf of mankind rather than himself. However the response does make clear that this is a turning point in the life of the 
Buddha. The analysis is neither implicit nor unsuccessful and as such must be credited Level 2 at 2 marks.

Question 1(e)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1: There is reference to sources of wisdom and authority (Four Noble Truths) and there is selection of relevant material. There 
is reference to different groups as some Buddhists are described as ‘liberal’, although it is not entirely clear what this means in the 
context of Buddhism. However, all of these things are clearly undeveloped, lacking in depth of knowledge or understanding, placing 
the response in Level 2.

AO2: The evaluation here is slightly better as it is clearly rooted in some understanding of Buddhist teaching. There is an 
understanding of the connection between craving and suffering and, ultimately, enlightenment. There is also a brief conclusion 
offering a judgement on the question. However, all of this lacks depth and development and the use of reasoned argument is 
limited, placing the response into Level 2.
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q2 Total : 28 marks
Question 2(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
Most candidates gained all three marks for this question with little difficulty. This candidate has given the three correct responses 
and so gains 3 marks. ‘The teachings of the Buddha/Buddhist teaching’ and ‘the monastic community’ would have been acceptable 
in place of Dhamma and Sangha.

Question 2(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate has correctly identified Bodh Gaya with the site of the Buddha’s enlightenment and developed this by saying that 
going there might make them feel closer to their faith. Examples of things they might do in order to feel closer to the Buddha bring 
this up to 3 marks.
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Question 2(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
Zazen, Samatha and Vipassana were the most common responses to this question and all are correct. 3 marks.

Question 2(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 2 marks

Examiner commentary
AO1: There is relevant knowledge here, although it is under-developed. Lay Buddhists are mentioned, although the particular 
significance to the monastic sangha is not. The practices outlined are broadly correct. The knowledge is therefore adequate but 
under-developed placing the response in Level 3.

AO2: The candidate refers to reflecting on the meaning of the Dhamma as well as the ‘cleansing of the defiled mind.’ This is clear 
analysis of the question as it directly and successfully addresses the purpose of Uposatha days. The analysis is neither implicit nor 
unsuccessful, meaning that the response must be placed in Level 2.
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Question 2(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The candidate shows a detailed knowledge of different rituals related to death and correctly relates them to different traditions 
and schools within Buddhism. They explain differing schools of thought around death and the importance of rituals clearly and 
accurately. They accurately select knowledge and so demonstrate a good understanding of the question.

AO2: Different viewpoints are accurately given and explained with good use of reasoned argument, based on a clear understanding 
of the different approaches. The importance of transfer of merit to some, but not others is explained, as is the idea that some believe 
rituals do not change anything and so a clear understanding of the teachings is of greater importance. While not quite so well 
developed, the criteria for Level 4 are met.
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Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q2 Total : 20 marks
Question 2(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
Three correct responses, the order does not matter. The English explanations are also given here, although they are not required for 
the marks.

Question 2(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
Bodh Gaya is correctly identified. Buddhists might want to meditate in the same place as the Buddha’s enlightenment (1 mark), 
which might bring them closer to his teachings (1 mark).
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Question 2(c)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
Vipassana and Zazen are credited, although more detail is given than is required. ‘Tibetan’ is not a form of meditation and many 
different types of meditation are practiced in Tibet so this was not credited.

Question 2(d)

 AO1 4 marks AO2 1 mark
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Examiner commentary
AO1: The response is brief. The recitation of the rules, which is the main focus of the day, is mentioned. Selection of knowledge and 
direct relevance to the specific question asked allow this to be placed in Level 4.

AO2: In contrast, the candidate has spent very little time addressing the purpose or significance of the day, saying only that it helps 
them concentrate and remember their virtue. The analysis is incomplete and implicit placing this response into Level 1.

Question 2(e)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1: There is some knowledge of Buddhist teaching as it relates to death and mention is made of sky burials and some of the 
reasons for this. Knowledge is accurate and, for the most part, relevant, although specific knowledge of death rituals is limited. It 
seems that the candidate is trying to include as much of their knowledge as they can, but this is not always targeted at the question. 
References to different groups within Buddhism are vague and generalised. In summary the response is adequate but under-
developed, placing it in Level 2.

AO2: Different views are presented and argued with some success, the main contrast being between the idea that rituals can be 
effective in improving a person’s continuing existence, and that they can increase attachment, making enlightenment more difficult 
for the bereaved. However, the arguments show little detail or development and little understanding of the significance to different 
groups. Overall the response can be characterised as ‘limited’.
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Candidate 3 – Lower Level Q2 Total : 12 marks
Question 2(a)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate has named the Three Poisons instead of the Three Jewels.

Question 2(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer is generic, rather than focussing on why Bodh Gaya, in particular, is significant, however, there are three points of 
development and everything that is said is correct.

Question 2(c)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
Samatha and Vipassana are credited. While Zazen in a form of meditation, Zen is not, and was not credited.
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Question 2(d)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
AO1: There is little here that is particular to Uposatha days, or even that goes beyond a generalised response. The knowledge 
displayed is limited, and generalised, placing it into Level 2.

AO2: The analysis also is very generic and shows no particular understanding of the focus of Uposatha days on the Dhamma and on 
self-improvement.
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Question 2(e)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1: Some relevant knowledge about Buddhist belief is given. The ideas of anicca (but not anatta) and samsara are relevant and 
are correctly applied to the question. However, this is the only relevant knowledge that is given, the rest of the response being very 
generalised and not really specific to Buddhist belief. Also, the question is specifically about Buddhist death rituals and the candidate 
shows no knowledge of these at all, limiting the response to Level 1.

AO2: Different viewpoints are given and defended but they make limited use of Buddhist teaching and show some 
misunderstanding. The psychological benefit of death rituals is not irrelevant but has not, here, been placed in a particularly 
Buddhist setting, and where Buddhist teaching is applied it is not in a way that demonstrates any depth of understanding.
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