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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-
j125-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q1 Total : 23 marks
The overall mark for this script means it must be categorised as of a high standard in comparison to the majority of scripts. However, 
it is noticeable that none of the levels marked questions attain the top level for AO2. The marks indicate that this candidate has a 
good level of Islam specific knowledge and that this was consistent across all four sections of the paper. For the most part they have 
been able to select from their knowledge and apply it to the question asked but they have found it more challenging to discuss, 
analyse and evaluation.

Question 1(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The a part questions assess AO1 only and are points marked, which means 1 mark is given for each relevant point, piece of 
development or exemplification that is given up to the maximum available for the question. The wording of the question indicates 
whether three separate points of knowledge would each gain a mark; this question specifies one attitude so giving a list of three 
different ones could not gain three marks. This candidate has gained all the available marks for their response, which observes firstly 
that pre-marital sex is haram (1 mark) and then develops this in two ways: firstly, the observation that it is special as a gift from Allah 
(1 mark) and secondly that children should have the stable environment provided by a marriage (1 mark).

Question 1(b)

 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
The b part questions assess AO1 only and are marked according to the level descriptors for this type of question. This candidate is in 
the top level for their response but has not quite secured full marks. The response does demonstrate a good range of Islam specific 
knowledge, and all the material used is correct. The final section of the question, where the candidate discusses reasons to plan and 
space pregnancies is excellent, showing both knowledge and careful, explicit and explanatory application to the question - it is this 
section which allows the response to reach the top level. With the rest of the material either the depth of explanation is lacking, as 
in the first paragraph about disapproving of permanent contraception, or the connection between the knowledge deployed and 
the question asked is unclear. For example, the reference to Allah not giving people more than they can bear is presented with a 
statement that this contributes to a favourable attitude to contraception but there is no clear connection between the statement 
and the conclusion, and the candidate has given no further explanation.

Question 1(c)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
The c part questions assess both AO1 and AO2 with greater weighting given to AO2. This response gains both the available marks for 
AO1, showing a good understanding of the topic area with which the question is concerned and demonstrating a range of relevant 
knowledge. However, it achieves only half the available marks for AO2, placing it in Level 2 as a limited response. This is because 
there is little development of the knowledge offered in relation to the specific question. The question asks how Muslim teachings 
might be used to fight gender based discrimination against women but the way the response is presented is more of an account of 
why Muslims might consider their religion to be non-discriminatory.

Reference to sources of wisdom and authority is present in both the quotations and the contextual references to pre-Islamic custom. 
Without such material the response would not be deemed to have answered the question, since a requirement to refer to sources of 
wisdom and authority is specifically made in the question.
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Question 1(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
The d part questions assess both AO1 and AO2 with greater weighting given to AO2. This response gains all the available marks for 
AO1, showing a good understanding of the topic area and demonstrating a range of relevant knowledge. It begins with a definition 
of marriage and then proceeds to distinguish an Islamic ideal of marriage from several other forms of marriage which might be 
considered immoral - homosexual, forced and child marriages. Reasons are given for all these views, which demonstrates a degree of 
understanding and application of knowledge to the specific question. Discussion, analysis and/or evaluation are required for these 
questions to achieve well for AO2. Offering a range of views without further comment does constitute a limited degree of discussion 
but this candidate has gone further in places, offering a critical insight into attitudes to homosexuality and making some reference 
to differing interpretations of the same source. This is not consistent throughout the response however, with some material being 
in the form of statements without further reflection. There is also some repetition of material. Overall the response meets the 
requirements of Level 3, including differing viewpoints, some reasoned argument, underdeveloped but present analysis/evaluation 
and some critical comment. The response is structured and does arrive at a conclusion.
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Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q1 Total : 22 marks
Across the four topic areas this script demonstrates a great variety of marks. The most striking example is the top level AO2 mark 
for 2d in contrast to the bottom level AO2 mark for 4d. This lack of consistency across the four sections of the paper is problematic 
for the overall mark, as all four sections of the paper are weighted equally. The script also demonstrates some weaknesses in 
knowledge/understanding that were common across the entire entry, especially with regard to question 4.

Question 1(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate begins by identifying pre-marital sex as a sin (1 mark). The second mark is for development of that statement and is 
found in their correct understanding of the term pre-marital - evident with their second sentence statement that sex is for married 
couples (1 mark). The final piece of development connects sex with reproduction for the third mark. It is worth noting that this final 
statement in particular would not be accepted by all Muslims, but it is a long-standing marking principle to credit views that can 
be found within a religion even if they are not universal - this is because they cannot be said to be incorrect and positive marking 
requires candidates be given credit for what they know.

Question 1(b)

 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response is somewhat deceptive - it uses the same reference to Allah only giving people what they can bear as question 1b in 
example 1, but it is much clearer about the relationship between this principle and unwanted pregnancy. It is therefore an argument 
against abortion, but the question is about contraception which renders this well written section peripheral to the issue - it could 
perhaps have been connected more explicitly to the issues in the question, but it has not been. The remaining material is correct 
and relevant, but it is also very general, without reference to teachings (required by the question) and lacking in depth or detail. It 
cannot therefore achieve above the middle level of marks.

Question 1(c)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response has gained both the available marks for knowledge, with a clear understanding of what material will be relevant to 
the question. The AO2 mark is in Level 3 because the candidate has attempted to address the question as asked by explaining how 
specific teachings relate to gender discrimination. This is not present throughout - it is most explicit in the section based on the 
hadith which declares people to be equal as the teeth of a comb. However, the approach overall is clearly one of putting the two 
aspects of the question together rather than simply presenting Islamic teachings about and attitudes towards women.

Reference to sources of wisdom and authority is present in the quoted hadith. Without such material the response would not be 
deemed to have answered the question, since a requirement to refer to sources of wisdom and authority is specifically made in the 
question.

Question 1(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response gains all the available AO1 marks, identifying that a religious marriage might not necessarily be a legal one and 
vice versa and also demonstrating knowledge of two different Muslim perspectives on homosexuality and access to marriage. 
The knowledge is good however discussion, analysis and/or evaluation are required for these questions to achieve well for AO2. 
Offering a range of views without further comment does constitute a limited degree of discussion, and that is primarily the form 
this response takes, offering a selection of viewpoints with a religious teaching to justify them. The response achieves the bottom 
of Level 3 for AO2 because of the development attempted at the end of the section about the story of Lot, where the candidate 
makes some observations about female homosexuality. This is just sufficient, in terms of the rank order, to lift the response beyond 
classification as ‘limited’.
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Question 2(b)

 6 marks

Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q2 Total : 23 marks
Question 2(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate has achieved all 3 available marks with three correct points.
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Examiner commentary
This candidate has achieved all the available marks for this question with a description of two philosophical theories of creation that 
are compatible with Islam, supported with additional material about the nature of Allah and Qur’anic quotation. It is worth noting 
that the quotation is not referenced beyond describing it as from the Qur’an, but this not detract from the mark since the candidate 
is correct in both the substance of the quote (which is from Surah an-Nahl) and its presence in the Qur’an.

Examiner commentary
This question proved challenging to many candidates. In this example the candidate appears to have struggled both to identify 
what might make a person inspirational in the context of Islam and to explain how human beings might interact in ways which 
deepen faith. They show some basic knowledge of mystical experience as potential evidence of the power of Allah and offer a 
limited explanation of how claims to such experience might impact on other Muslims.

Reference to sources of wisdom and authority was considered to be present in the references to religious experience as a potential 
source of knowledge and insight about the nature of Allah. Without such material the response would not be deemed to have 
answered the question, since a requirement to refer to sources of wisdom and authority is specifically made in the question.

Question 2(c)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 2 marks
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Question 2(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response gains all the available marks for AO1 with a good range of knowledge about different forms of experience that might 
be considered mystical. The quotation from surah an-Nahl is the same one they used in question 2b, but it is equally relevant as used 
here and it has been offered in relation to question specific material about revelations indicating selection and application of the 
candidates knowledge to the question they have been asked. Discussion, analysis and/or evaluation are required for these questions 
to achieve well for AO2. Offering a range of views without further comment does constitute a limited degree of discussion but this 
candidate has gone further in places, such as the observation that the Qur’an was received by Muhammad as special revelation 
but is now a source of general revelation. However, this reflection is not as focused on the specific question asked - which is about 
mystical experiences rather than forms of revelation - as the candidate’s previous d part response. The response fits the overall Level 
3 descriptor of ‘adequate but underdeveloped’ but is inconsistently focused on the issue presented in the stimulus.



Exemplar Candidate Work

16

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

© OCR 2018

Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q2 Total : 24 marks
Question 2(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate gains all 3 available marks with three correct points.

Question 2(b)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates the impact of a lack of selection in the material used - the question asks about the origins of the world, 
but the response includes the origins of humanity and the purpose of life. The relevant material simply states that Allah created the 
world and implies (although it does not clearly state) that scientific investigation reveals the methods and processes through which 
this was achieved rather than disproving Allah’ s involvement in creation. This is sufficient development to place the response at the 
top of Level 1, but it lacks the detail to achieve more highly.
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Question 2(c)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 4 marks

Examiner commentary
This response gains all the available marks for both AO1 and AO2. This was a challenging question for many but, in this example, 
there is clear recognition of the existence of inspirational people impacting on the lives of other Muslims - this is the focus of the 
question, so even though what constitutes an inspirational person is not explicitly set out the candidates understanding of the 
question is clear throughout the response.  

Reference to sources of wisdom and authority is present in the description of the Qur’an and the reference to the work of al-Ghazali. 
Without such material the response would not be deemed to have answered the question, since a requirement to refer to sources of 
wisdom and authority is specifically made in the question.
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Question 2(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response gave the candidate their highest mark across the four sections of the paper. The knowledge demonstrated is of a high 
standard and includes an extensive range of Muslim examples relevant to different types of mystical experience including reference 
to Sufism and examples from the lives of Prophets. Discussion, analysis and/or evaluation are required for these questions to 
achieve well for AO2 and the candidates previous d part response offered an example of an answer that does little beyond offering 
a range of justified views without further comment. At first glance this response appears similar, but it is more clearly focused on 
the stimulus and on Islamic perspectives in relation to it. There are repeated explicit connections drawn between the stimulus and 
the viewpoint being presented and the chosen examples demonstrate not only knowledge of Islam but selection of significant 
examples such as events in the life of Muhammad. There is recognition that the same experience can be interpreted in different 
ways and the final viewpoint, in opposition to the statement, expresses the view that the nature of Islamic practice renders mystical 
experience unnecessary - this is an insightful and uncommonly offered critique of the idea of religious experience as the keystone 
of faith and, while it could have been explored more thoroughly, it deserves recognition. The conclusion is similarly evaluative, 
albeit brief, observing firstly that everyone’s experience is their own to make sense of, and juxtaposing this with the role of mystical 
experiences in the development of the religion.
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q3 Total : 24 marks
Question 3(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate has achieved all 3 available marks with three correct teachings that support absolute pacifism. It is worth noting, 
as an example of the principle of positive marking, that the first statement (that Islam means peace) is an over simplification - the 
Arabic word for peace (salaam) shares the same linguistic root as Islam, but they do not mean the same thing. This simplified 
perspective is therefore neither wholly correct nor entirely incorrect meaning the candidate has demonstrated some relevant 
knowledge for which they should be credited.

Question 3(b)

 5 marks

Examiner commentary
As with their response to 1b the candidate is in the top level for the response here but has not quite secured full marks. They have 
correctly distinguished lesser and greater jihad and the response is correctly concentrated on the former. As with the majority of 
candidates the reference in the question to conditions has led to a focus on armed jihad and the candidate has correctly identified 
some of the conditions for such a war.



Exemplar Candidate Work

21

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

© OCR 2018

Question 3(c)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This example gains both the available marks for AO1, reiterating the simplified association between ‘Islam’ and ‘peace’ given in 3a as a 
starting point to demonstrate the concept has a foundational importance. The question specifies explain why, rather than how, and 
the example of Muslim countries and the UN is thus off the point. Overall the response is slightly lacking in depth/development but 
uses a sufficient range of explanatory material to gain 3 of the 4 available marks.  

Reference to sources of wisdom and authority is present in the quoted hadith and the etymological reference. Without such material 
the response would not be deemed to have answered the question, since a requirement to refer to sources of wisdom and authority 
is specifically made in the question.
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Question 3(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response is comparable to the 2d response, gaining all 3 marks for AO1 and achieving the mid-Level 3 mark for AO2. The 
knowledge demonstrated is good and shows a degree of reflection on the issue since the candidate has been able to recognise 
Muslim ideals and practices which demonstrate social justice although Muslims might not call them by that name. Discussion, 
analysis and/or evaluation are required for these questions to achieve well for AO2. This is a slightly one-sided discussion, taking 
the form of analysing a range of examples which all support the same conclusion. Viewpoints do not have to be opposite to 
constitute a discussion in the context of these questions, but they do have to be different. In this example the candidate has offered 
different reasons for holding the same viewpoint as well as examples illustrating Muslims acting in accordance with the statement. 
Professional judgement must always be applied to responses, such as this one, which are a little different from the expected 
approach. With this example the judgement was that the reasons given are sufficiently distinct - the importance of zakah, practical 
efforts to make the world a better place and the need to promote and support human rights - that they can be said to amount to 
different views, meaning the response can achieve better than Level 1. Once that has been established judging the response against 
the marking criteria shows an adequate but underdeveloped response with some evidence of argument in a structured format that 
argues to a conclusion - sufficient for the middle of Level 3.
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Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q3 Total : 20 marks
Question 3(a)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate has gained 2 out of the 3 marks for the second and third points they have made. The first point is not correct - while 
debates can be had about context, interpretation and application Islam is not an absolutely pacifist religion (although some absolute 
pacifists might also be Muslims) and there are Qur’anic verses which support the use of violence.

Question 3(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate has correctly connected lesser jihad with armed jihad and offered some of the conditions in which it might be 
justified. The response lacks detail however, reading more as a list of points than a developed description. It is interesting to note that 
this response demonstrates the candidate knows that their first response to 3a is incorrect (although 3c reiterates it) suggesting a 
lack of holistic understanding.
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Question 3(c)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response offers some nuance to the statement that the Qur’an condemns all violence by connecting that condemnation to life 
within the ummah - while agreement with this would depend on how violence is defined it does indicate a degree of reflection on 
the issue and engagement with the topic. The response is very general however, with little that could not be included in an answer 
focused on a different religious tradition. While none of it is incorrect it also lacks the specificity and depth to achieve the highest 
level.

Reference to sources of wisdom and authority is present in the reference to the Qur’an and to Islamic virtues such as compassion. 
Without such material the response would not be deemed to have answered the question, since a requirement to refer to sources of 
wisdom and authority is specifically made in the question.
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Question 3(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response gains all available marks for AO1. The knowledge demonstrated is good and the candidate has been able to connect 
ideals such as equality with the broader concept of social justice. Discussion, analysis and/or evaluation are required for these 
questions to achieve well for AO2. While viewpoints do not have to be opposite to constitute a discussion in the context of these 
questions this candidate has offered contrasting views by using the concept of qadr to argue that everything which happens is 
what Allah intends to happen. Offering a range of views without further comment constitutes a limited degree of discussion but 
this example goes beyond that in the conclusion which identifies the potential clash between qadr and freewill and identifies the 
importance of Allah’s teachings in guiding the latter.
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q4 Total : 24 marks
Question 4(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This example gains all 3 marks available with three correct examples of values Muslims and humanists might share.

Question 4(b)

 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
Although this question proved challenging for many this candidate clearly understands what the term ‘inter-faith dialogue’ means. 
They have described it, with explicit reference to Islam, so moving beyond a wholly generic response - this contributes to the 
placement of the response in the top level. The AMYA is taken to be a reference to Ahmadiyya Muslim Youth Association and 
the description given is broadly in accord with the values of that group. However, the connection between charity work in the 
community and inter-faith dialogue is not made explicit. Similarly, the reference to working to combat Islamophobia is lacking in 
detail and development.

Question 4(c)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response distinguishes equity from equality, which suggests a mature understanding. Credit should be given for this even 
though the second part of the equity definition is not entirely clear - but positive marking means this does not detract from the 
response overall. The association of one stance with Islam and the other with secularism also requires further justification. However, 
the insight into the nature of equality and material with specific reference to Islam is sufficient to earn both the available AO1 
marks, since it is applied directly and clearly to the question that has been asked. The response overall is slightly confused, but the 
understanding it communicates is significantly higher than that found in most responses and it does attempt to address the central 
concern of the question - which is why religious and secular views might be different - rather than simply describing two different 
sets of views. There is an attempt to justify each view that is given, and this is done with sufficient success to constitute an adequate 
but underdeveloped response for AO2.

Reference to sources of wisdom and authority is present in the quoted hadith and also in the evident awareness of social/cultural 
context in relation to this issue. Without such material the response would not be deemed to have answered the question, since a 
requirement to refer to sources of wisdom and authority is specifically made in the question.



Exemplar Candidate Work

30

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies

© OCR 2018

Question 4(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response gains all 3 AO1 marks with plenty of Islam specific relevant knowledge being deployed in consideration of the 
question and a simple, broadly correct, understanding of inclusivism offered. Discussion, analysis and/or evaluation are required for 
these questions to achieve well for AO2. Offering a range of views without further comment does constitute a limited degree of 
discussion and a lot of different views are offered here. Some of them are developed further - for example the section on compulsion 
in religion - while others are more perfunctory. The paragraph which makes the most explicit attempt at evaluation is the one 
considering capital punishment as a response to denial of the Qur’ans authority. Unfortunately, this is not clearly linked to the issue 
of inclusivism but rather to cautions about using such references to support Islamophobia. Overall, in relation to AO2, the response is 
adequate but underdeveloped and somewhat lacking in analysis/evaluation of the stimulus for the top of the level.
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Candidate 2 – Medium Level Q4 Total : 15 marks
Question 4(a)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate has gained 2 out of the 3 available marks as their second and third points were judged to be saying the same thing.

Question 4(b)

 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response begins with a correct description of inter-faith dialogue, which places this response higher in the rank order than 
the majority, and the first sentence of the second paragraph gives a general reason why inter-faith dialogue might matter in the 
UK. This is supported with the final observation about the prevalence of Islamophobia. However, the reference to faith schools 
is irrelevant and the middle section of the paragraph simply states that both freedom of practice and inter-faith interaction are 
important without any reasons or justifications given for that. Overall then the response is vague and general, with the reference to 
Islamophobia being the only religion specific material in the response. It is therefore adequate but underdeveloped, with the limited 
religious knowledge and irrelevant inclusions holding it at the bottom of that level.

Question 4(c)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response gains only one of the available AO1 marks, because while there is plenty of correct relevant generic material there 
no specific knowledge of Islam and that is required by the question. However, all of the AO2 marks have been achieved because 
the response is explanatory throughout and offers a good, if general, explanation of why secularists might have different views 
about equality in some specific contexts to those held by religious people. It is therefore a good, balanced consideration of the 
issue contained in the question and cannot loose AO2 marks although the AO1 is limited by the generic nature of the knowledge 
deployed.  

Reference to sources of wisdom and authority is present in the knowledge of equality and human rights laws. Without such material 
the response would not be deemed to have answered the question, since a requirement to refer to sources of wisdom and authority 
is specifically made in the question.

Question 4(d)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response appears somewhat confused as to the issue that the candidate is being asked to discuss. It begins with equality and 
argues that anyone can become a Muslim; this is, arguably, a valid interpretation of inclusivism but it is not sustained. The second 
paragraph equates different religions with different genders and attempts to use the idea of men and women being equal but 
different to illustrate religious inclusivism - this is not successful as the reasoning is unclear and the paragraph as a whole suggests 
the candidate does not know exactly what they have been asked to examine. There is a vague and undeveloped reference to charity 
work as a means of proselytising which is left unconnected to the question. The description of fitrah however is both correct and 
relevant to the question, with an attempt to make that relationship specific with the description of apostates as “traitors and sinners”. 
The conclusion however reverts to the confusion of discrimination with inclusivism. Unpicking this response shows some relevant 
religious knowledge and reference to relevant sources of wisdom and authority. The knowledge used is correct and sufficiently 
relevant to the issue to lift the response above Level 1 (which refers to weak knowledge and/or factual errors) but the confusion with 
regard to the issue means that the AO2 mark cannot rise out of Level 1 as a weak attempt to respond to the stimulus statement.
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