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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-
j125-from-2016/ for full details of the assessment for this 
qualification. These exemplar answers should also be read 
in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-religious-studies-j625-j125-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Candidate 1 - Higher Level Q1 Total: 25 marks
Question 1(a)

 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. Candidates do not have to write in full sentences. One word answers are possible to gain a mark or 
simple bullet points made. A mark is given for each separate title used to describe Jesus. 

In this script only one mark is given for the reference to God the Son. When marking points marked questions one marks in the order 
of the responses given by the candidate. In this case God the Father and God the Holy Spirit do not refer to Jesus, but God. Therefore 
they cannot be credited. The fourth response ‘the Messiah’ is relevant but cannot get a mark because three responses have already 
been offered. So ‘Messiah’ cannot be credited.

Question 1(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. See the mark scheme under the heading ‘guidance’ as to how these questions are assessed. With 
the command word being ‘Outline’ it is expected that candidates will write in prose, but they can write in bullet points. The focus is 
upon sin and what the term means to Christians.

In this script the candidate has secured full marks long before the end of the response. First mark is for stating that sin refers to the 
broken relationship with God, second mark is a development of the first statement i.e. it comes from Original Sin and third mark is 
for further development i.e. it is when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. This is a 
good example of a statement with two points of development. 
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Question 1(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. See the mark scheme under the heading ‘guidance’ as to how these questions are assessed. With 
the command word being ‘Describe’ it is expected that candidates will write in prose, but they can write in bullet points. The focus 
is upon one belief only. This is to limit the candidates from writing too much. A broad perspective is allowed for when marking this 
question, as examiners recognised many different beliefs about the Parousia have been taught.   See the mark scheme for indicative 
material acceptable for this question.

In this script the candidate gives one statement with two pieces of further development. First mark is for stating that Christians are 
still living in wait of Jesus returning, second mark is for the development “as they believe he has a plan for everyone” and third mark is 
for further development “they will know when he is coming when trumpets are sounded”. 

Question 1(d)

 AO1 4 marks, AO2 2marks
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Examiner commentary
Assessment Objectives (AO) and Levels of Response (LoR)

These are new types of questions this year in which both Assessment Objectives (AOs) are being assessed in the same question. 
They are assessed independently of one another. There are maximum 4 marks for knowledge and understanding of religion 
and beliefs demonstrated in the answer and maximum 2 marks for skill of analysis and evaluation, including the influence and 
significance of various aspects of religion. 

This question assesses both AO1 and AO2.  For details of the levels for each AO please see the mark scheme. When an examiner 
applies the levels of response (LoR) in either AO, they are expected to read the whole response and start at the highest level and 
work down until one reaches the level that matches the answer. Assessors look at the strap line for each level e.g. Level 4 ‘a good 
demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question’ and make a judgement about which level they think 
the response best fits. There are different bullet points within each level. These are used to confirm whether the response is being 
placed in the right level and/or whether at the top or bottom of the level. It is not a requirement that every bullet point is evidenced 
to secure a level. Rather it is best fits on the basis of a combination of the bullet points and the top strap line.

AO1 When judging how much knowledge and understanding is demonstrated in a response candidates can provide either breadth 
and/or depth of knowledge and understanding to secure the marks.  For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see 
the mark scheme. 

AO2 The main judgement is made around the candidate’s ability to analyse beliefs and evaluate their influence or significance to 
Christians. For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme. 

In this question the candidate has to make links between Christian beliefs about God to the Genesis narrative. For details about what 
candidates are likely to explain please see the mark scheme. 

AO1 In this script there is a good demonstration of knowledge and understanding to the question. The candidate shows good 
knowledge about Genesis passages with references to God creating the world in six days and resting on the seventh day; the 
account of Adam and Eve being created by God and to the account of The Fall in Genesis chapter 3. Details about God’s nature are 
also relevant i.e. God being a creator, a God who is omnipotent, omnipresent, needing to rest and thinks equality is important; a God 
who punishes and wants obedience to his rules but will forgive and restore humans from Original Sin because of his love to those 
who are faithful. There is very good detail throughout the response. It was credited Level 4/4marks.
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AO2 In this question the examiner is looking for how well the candidate analyses the parts of the question and makes the 
connection between God and the Genesis narrative. The candidate consistently makes the links throughout the response. This 
is evidence of successful analysis (deeper understanding). The candidate does not show any influence upon Christians but there 
is enough depth of analysis going on to award full marks. This is an example of where every bullet point does not have to be 
evidenced to award a level. It is a judgment about ‘best fits’. With just 2 marks to play with this in this AO it is deemed a good 
demonstration of analysis. Therefore it is credited Level 2/ 2 marks.

Question 1(e)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 7 marks SPG 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
As with all e type questions there is a statement, which candidates use as a stimulus, to discuss an area of the specification. There 
are also additional rubric requirements. Candidates are expected to analyse and evaluate the importance of Christian common and 
divergent views and refer to sources of wisdom and authority. For details about what counts as a source of wisdom and authority 
please read the ‘Report to Centres (RtC). This is very different from the old specification. There is no requirement for a personal or a 
non-Christian view.

Both Assessment Objectives are being assessed, though a greater proportion of marks are credited for analysis and evaluation. In this 
question, Question 2 and Question 3 there are additional marks credited for SPG. In Questions 4 to 9 marks for SPG are already built 
into the levels of response for (d) parts of the questions. 

Each AO is assessed separately and the application of LoR is the same as above (see Q1d). For details of the levels of response (LoR) 
for this question see the mark scheme. 

Under examination conditions candidates are limited by time and pressure. This is taken into account when assessing these 
questions. Marking an examination response is different to marking a piece of work done in the classroom or for homework. A ‘good’ 
response to a question does not mean the best. One is considering what an average 16 year old can produce in the limited time and 
then use the LoR to place the candidates in the right rank order, using the full range of marks available to examiners.

The other consideration made by examiners was the fact that the Short Course Religious Studies often is taught through one lesson 
a week over a two or three year period. There is a lot of detail to remember across this specification and examination. This is reflected 
in the depth and the amount written by candidates. It is very variable. 

The focus of the statement is whether following Jesus’ example is the best way to live for everyone. Candidates need to address the 
issue about Jesus being the ‘best’ way, not just a good way. The question allows candidates to discuss Jesus as a role model, or his 
teachings or the impact upon the Church and Christian communities past, present and future. For details about indicative content 
and arguments that candidates may present see the mark scheme.

AO1 There is an adequate understanding of the question demonstrated by the appropriate knowledge selected for this response. 
There is reference to Jesus being God incarnated, born without sin, and come to deliver a message from God. Jesus also sacrificed 
himself for the sins of the world to restore the broken relationship between humanity and God. There is a reference to sources of 
wisdom – “love thy neighbour” which satisfies the additional rubric requirement, but it is only a superficial explanation. In the final 
paragraph there is a list of further relevant religious knowledge but it is not discussed or developed. Cleary this candidate knows a 
lot of relevant religious knowledge about Jesus but it is under-developed in relation to the question. It is credited Level 2/2 marks.

AO2 Overall the response demonstrates different views with some evidence of reasoned argument for some of the points. There is 
also evidence of a judgement on the issue backed up with a reason at the end of the response. The weakest paragraph is the third 
paragraph. There is little substance of knowledge or reasoning given to add much to the response. The candidate gives two reasons 
why Jesus is the best example to follow. They explain how much Jesus has done for humanity and that humans must be willing to 
do the same. They then go on to use the behaviour of Jesus towards others to be a model for others. Their personal statement at the 
end (which is not required in the rubric) nevertheless demonstrates further knowledge about teachings to disciples that imply Jesus 
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is the best example to follow.  Here is an example where academic judgment is made using the LoR as ‘best fits’. Not all the bullet 
points have to be evidenced. Assessors judge this response to be on the fence between top of Level 2 and very bottom of Level 3. In 
the spirit of positive marking it is credited Level 3/7 marks.

SPG The candidate’s response uses consistently rules of grammar, punctuation and accurate spelling and specialist terms are 
appropriate.  Marks are not deducted for a few spelling errors that can occur under examination conditions. Therefore 3 marks are 
credited.
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Candidate 5 - Medium Level Q1 Total: 14 marks
Question 1(a)

 1 mark

Examiner commentary
In this script the candidate lists three points but only the first point addresses the question and is correct. 1 mark is given for stating 
‘The Son of God’. The other two points are about what Jesus does or a development about Jesus being God in human form. That is 
not a title for Jesus. If the candidate had said something like ‘God Incarnate’ then they could have been credited another mark.

Question 1(b)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
In this script the candidate states an accurate Christian meaning of the term ‘sin’. It is an act of disobeying God. That gets first mark. A 
second mark is given for the exemplification about Original Sin being linked to Adam’s fall in the Garden of Eden. The response stops 
and there is not another point of development or exemplification to be credited a third mark. 
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Question 1(c)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
In this script the candidate’s response is ambiguous. Assessors are not convinced the candidate knows what Parousia means to a 
Christian. What the candidate said about proving Jesus was God’s Son applies more to Jesus’ life and ministry when he first came to 
earth. Therefore examiners could see nothing worthy of credit and credited 0 marks. 

Question 1(d)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 0 marks

Examiner commentary
AO1 In this script the candidate gives a brief description of what they have learnt about God’s nature. This is a generalised response 
with a weak connection to the question. There is an indirect reference from the Genesis narrative e.g. ‘power to cause something to 
happen’. There is only a small amount of relevant material. To improve upon the response if the candidate had linked their statement 
about God’s omnipotence to the Genesis narrative specifically with descriptive detail they would have gained higher marks. It is a 
weak demonstration of knowledge and understanding. It is credited Level 1/1 mark. 

AO2 In this script the candidate does not make any explicit connection between God and the Genesis narrative. To gain marks for 
AO2 candidates have to show deeper analysis by linking the parts of the question. In this case the candidate needs to link narratives 
in Genesis Chapters 1-3 to what they have said about God. Because there is nothing overtly linking the two parts in this response, it 
is credited Level 0/0marks.
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Question 1(e)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 5 marks SPG 3 marks

Examiner commentary
AO1 In this script the candidate addresses the rubric about referring to sources of wisdom and authority with relevant quotes from 
OT and NT. They state that Jesus is God in human form; they know that Jesus is perfect; they refer to Jesus being a person with 
good morals and they know that Christians, by following Jesus’ example it will lead them to a better relationship with God. There is 
sufficient religious knowledge to take this from a limited response to an adequate response but the knowledge and understanding 
is under-developed. They recognise the influence of Jesus upon individuals, there are sources of wisdom and authority and there is 
some relevant knowledge about Jesus which shows an adequate understanding of the question. Because of this is just was credited 
Level 2/2 marks. 

AO2 In this script the candidate provides three different reasons why Christians should follow Jesus’ example as the best way to 
live. Jesus is perfect because he is God; Jesus is a role model of keeping to morals which Christians would like to copy; and by 
following the morals and teachings of Jesus it will lead to a better relationship with God. These views are relevant but there is little 
development or detail in the form of a discussion about these reasons. If the candidate had done so it would go at least to the next 
level. There are no contrasting views or differences from other Christian perspectives. There is not conclusion of judgment at the end 
of the response. It is a limited attempt demonstrating some views but without depth or argument. It is credited Level 2/5 marks.
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SPG The candidate’s response uses consistently rules of grammar, punctuation and accurate spelling and specialist terms are 
appropriate.  Marks are not deducted for a few spelling errors that can occur under examination conditions. Therefore 3 marks are 
credited.
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Candidate 2 – Higher Level Q2 Total: 33 marks
Question 2(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. Candidates do not have to write in full sentences. One word answers are possible to gain a mark 
or simple bullet points made. A mark is given for each separate name of Allah. Assessors accepted the names in Arabic, or the 
transliteration of the Arabic term, or its meaning of the name. There is a degree of flexibility in marking this question as there are 
many different versions of the names with explanations. However, it has to be one of the 99 names of Allah not an additional quality 
or attribute, in order to satisfy the wording of the question.

In this script 3 marks are credited for reference to ‘the guide’, 1 mark, ‘the light’, 2 marks and ‘the absolute’, 3 marks. 

Question 2(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. See the mark scheme under the heading ‘guidance’ as to how these questions are assessed. With 
the command word being ‘Outline’ it is expected that candidates will write in prose, but they can write in bullet points.  The focus is 
upon Islamic understanding about angels from any tradition.

In this script the candidate achieved full marks long before the end of their written response. First mark is given for stating angels 
are neither God nor human. Second mark is given for stating they are infallible creatures sent to do tasks for Allah. The third mark 
is for development of the second point about the kind of tasks angels might do, i.e. angels reveal Allah’s message to the prophets. 
Because this question does not ask for one meaning of the term ‘angels’ it is possible to secure 3 points in various ways. It is 
acceptable to give three different statements or one with two pieces of factual development or, as in this case, two statements with 
development of the second point.



Exemplar Candidate Work

15

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies (Short Course)

© OCR 2019

Question 2(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. See the mark scheme under the heading ‘guidance’ as to how these questions are assessed. With 
the command word being ‘Describe’ it is expected that candidates will write in prose, but they can write in bullet points. The focus 
is upon one belief only. This is to limit the candidates from writing too much. A broad perspective is allowed for when marking 
this question, as examiners recognise this question can be approached from different traditions in Islam. See the mark scheme for 
indicative material acceptable for this question.

In this script the candidate achieved full marks for their description about predestination. Assessors see this as an example of one 
belief with two statements of development about predestination. Whilst the candidate clearly missed the word ‘belief’ out in their 
response it is taken as read. In the heat of examination pressure it is not uncommon to see words missed out. It does not detract 
from the response. Muslims believe Allah created predestination, first mark, because Allah is omnipotent and omniscient He controls 
and knows the past, present and future, second mark and the third mark is given for the statement about a person’s fate and destiny 
being decided by Allah.

Question 2(d)

 AO1 4 marks AO2 2marks
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Examiner commentary
Assessment Objectives (AO) and Levels of Response (LoR)

These are new types of questions this year in which both Assessment Objectives (AOs) are being assessed in the same question. 
They are assessed independently of one another. There are a maximum of 4 marks for knowledge and understanding of religion and 
beliefs demonstrated in the answer and a maximum of 2 marks for the skill of analysis and evaluation, including the influence and 
significance of various aspects of religion. 

This question assesses both AO1 and AO2.  For details of the levels for each AO please see the mark scheme. When an examiner 
applies the levels of response (LoR) in either AO, they are expected to read the whole response and start at the highest level and 
work down until one reaches the level that matches the answer. Assessors look at the strap line for each level e.g. Level 4 ‘a good 
demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question’ and make a judgement about which level they think 
the response best fits. There are different bullet points within each level. These are used to confirm whether the response is being 
placed in the right level and/or whether at the top or bottom of the level. It is not a requirement that every bullet point is evidenced 
to secure a level. Rather it is best fits on the basis of a combination of the bullet points and the top strap line.

AO1 When judging how much knowledge and understanding is demonstrated in a response candidates can provide either breadth 
and/or depth of knowledge and understanding to secure the marks.  For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see 
the mark scheme. 

AO2 The main judgement is made around the candidate’s ability to show why Muslims believe the Qur’an is the final message from 
Allah. Those that argued it is not the final message are not answering the set question. They have changed the point of the question 
and therefore cannot be credited marks in this particular question. For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the 
mark scheme. 

AO1 In this script the candidate shows good understanding of the question shown by appropriate selection of religious knowledge 
about the Qur’an as the Final revelation from Allah. It is from a Sunni perspective. They have stated that Muhammad (pbuh) is the 
final prophet and that the Quran provides everything mankind needs to know about Allah and must not be translated to lose true 
meaning. There is reference to earlier prophets that have had their messages corrupted over time. The candidate explains that 
Muhammad (pbuh) is the final prophet and the Qur’an is the final message and there is no need for any other messages from Allah. 
It is credited Level4/4 marks.

AO2 ‘ Why’ questions are harder for candidates to address explicitly. In this case the candidate keeps focussed throughout the 
response explaining why Sunni Muslims believe the Qur’an is the final message from Allah. They have identified its significance to 
Sunni Muslims which is accurate. The statement about there not being a need for Allah to reveal Himself anymore shows good 
analysis of the question. With just 2 marks to play with this in this AO it is deemed a good demonstration of analysis. Therefore it is 
credited Level 2/2 marks.
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Question 2(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 12 marks SPG 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
As with all e type questions there is a statement, which candidates use as a stimulus, to discuss an area of the specification. There 
are also additional rubric requirements. Candidates are expected to analyse and evaluate the importance of Islamic common and 
divergent views and refer to sources of wisdom and authority. For details about what counts as a source of wisdom and authority 
please read the ‘Report to Centres (RtC). This is very different from the old specification. There is no requirement for a personal or a 
non-Islamic view.

Both Assessment Objectives are being assessed, though a greater proportion of marks are credited for analysis and evaluation. In this 
question, Question 1 and Question 3 there are additional marks credited for SPG. In Questions 4 to 9 marks for SPG are already built 
into the levels of response for (d) parts of the questions. 
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Each AO is assessed separately and the application of LoR is the same as above (see Q2d). For details of the levels of response (LoR) 
for this question see the mark scheme. 

Under examination conditions candidates are limited by time and pressure. This is taken into account when assessing these 
questions. Marking an examination response is different to marking a piece of work done in the classroom or for homework. A ‘good’ 
response to a question does not mean the best. One is considering what an average 16 year old can produce in the limited time and 
then use the LoR to place the candidates in the right rank order, using the full range of marks available to examiners.

The other consideration made by examiners was the fact that the Short Course Religious Studies often is taught through one lesson 
a week over a two or three year period. There is a lot of detail to remember across this specification and examination. This is reflected 
in the depth and the amount written by candidates. It is very variable. 

The focus of the statement is whether following the example of the prophets is the best way to live for everyone. Candidates need 
to address the issue about prophets being the ‘best’ way, not just a good way. The statement allows for candidates to disagree or 
agree from various traditions’ views. The role model of Muhammad (pbuh) could be developed in contrast to earlier prophets or 
some could argue that having the Qur’an and following the Shari’ah laws are the best way to live, not following the example of the 
prophets. For details about indicative content and arguments that candidates may present see the mark scheme.

AO1 In this response the candidate demonstrates good knowledge and understanding in response to the stimulus. There are details 
about various prophets, particularly Ibrahim, Dawud, Muhammad (pbuh) and Musa. References to ‘Tawhid’ and ‘shirk’ are relevant. 
Changing times and details about Shia’s views about the importance of imams is evidence of different viewpoints. Sources of 
authority are evident, as is reference to the 6 Articles of faith for Sunni Muslims. The candidate shows understanding of the influence 
on individuals of the prophets and other sources of influence. There is a breadth of knowledge evident in this response and, 
although not developed in great detail there is enough to satisfy the LoR for Level 3/3 marks.

AO2 Overall this candidate keeps focussed upon the statement throughout their response. They have recognised that the issue 
is about whether the prophets are the best example to follow and live by. They have recognised divergent views from Sunni and 
Shi’a perspectives. A variety of viewpoints have been given with reasoned argument and discussion. The contrasting views have 
been backed up with knowledge and reasoning that is sound.  Whilst the response does not demand a personal view point the 
conclusion is from a personal perspective but it is evidence of a judgement using Islamic knowledge to come to a conclusion. 
There is evidence for all the bullet points in Level 4. One has seen better responses than this but there is sufficient evidence in this 
response to award it Level 4/12 marks. 

SPG The candidate’s response uses consistently rules of grammar, punctuation and accurate spelling and specialist terms are 
appropriate.  Marks are not deducted for a few spelling errors that can occur under examination conditions. Therefore 3 marks are 
credited.
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Candidate 4 - Medium Level Q2 Total: 17 marks
Question 2(a)

 0 marks

Examiner commentary
In this script the response gained no marks as it is felt that the terms ‘immanent, transcendent and fair’ are attributes and not 
explicitly one of the 99 names of Allah. They are relevant and provide an explanation of some of the names but not explicitly one of 
the 99 names for Allah. It is not answering the question. For example, if the candidate had said something like ‘The Imperceptible 
One’ instead of ‘immanent and transcendent’ then a mark could have been given.

Question 2(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
In this script the candidate gained 1 mark for stating that angels are sent by Allah to ‘send’ His words. A second mark is given 
for stating that angels are without sin and a third mark is given for stating that angels are made from light. There are three clear 
statements that are correct, so it gains full marks.
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Question 2(c)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
In this script the candidate gives the idea of people not having freewill because Allah knows what they are going to do. There is a 
relevant belief connected to predestination in the response but one has to work with it in order to gain the marks. In this case 1 mark 
is given for the idea that people do not have freewill because Allah knows everything. A second mark is given for the development 
of that belief i.e. Allah knows what a person will do before they do it. Assessors did not see anything else in the response that added 
to the one belief identified. Therefore it is given 2 marks only.

Question 2(d)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 1 marks
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Examiner commentary
Assessment Objectives (AO) and Levels of Response (LoR)

AO1 In this script there is some understanding of the question shown through the limited use of religious knowledge. The 
description is limited and simplistic in detail. Some of the details are appropriate and some of the details are not. The details about 
the Shia, Mujtahid, Sunni and Imams translating the Qur’an are not adding to the point of the question and not totally accurate in 
the way they have written them. Relevant knowledge evident is Muhammad (pbuh) being the final prophet and is given the Qur’an 
by the angel Jibril. There have been no other words sent from Allah since the Qur’an came into existence. Therefore this response is a 
limited demonstration of AO1 and is credited Level 2/2 marks.

AO2 ‘Why’ questions are harder for candidates to address explicitly. In this case the candidate states that the Qur’an is the final 
message through Muhammad (pbuh) because there are no other books from Allah since the Qur’an came into existence. There 
is some evidence of influence on different Muslim groups but it is not linked to the question sufficiently to get beyond Level 1. 
Therefore it is credited Level 1/1 mark.

Question 2(e)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 5 marks SPG 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1 In this script there is some relevant knowledge but it is hampered by repetition and a lack of clarity. There are references to 
prophets being sent by Allah to tell imams how to live; Adam and Ibrahim being sent as an example how to live and role models; 
different Muslim groups’  views on the importance of the prophets; Al-Tawhid is mentioned; sources of wisdom are thrown into the 
response, all of which is appropriate but under-developed. Therefore it is credited Level 2/2 marks.

AO2 In this script the candidate is trying to develop a simplistic argument between the Prophets being the best example to follow 
or whether one should follow Allah. There is not a great deal of clarity and development of the ideas throughout the response. The 
arguments are limited in content and development. There is limited analysis about the influence of prophets between the two 
main Islamic traditions. Different viewpoints are made but no reasoned argument. There is a judgement made at the end but it is 
limited. In order for the response to be given a higher level if they had provided more details about how prophets such as Adam and 
Ibrahim are good examples to follow or why they should not follow the prophets but only follow what Allah says in the Qur’an then 
that would have developed their argument. This response is credited Level 2 and using the bullet points to make a judgment call it 
sits in the middle of the level. Therefore it is Level 2/5 marks.

SPG The candidate’s response uses a range of specialist terms, spells and punctuates with reasonable accuracy but at times there are 
key words misspelt and the rules of grammar are not always observed, affecting the quality of communication. Overall meaning of 
some sentences is lost. Therefore it is judged as Intermediate performance. 2 marks are credited.
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Candidate 3 – Higher Level Q3 Total: 27 marks
Question 3(a)

 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. Candidates do not have to write in full sentences. One word answers are possible to gain a 
mark or simple bullet points made. A mark is given for each separate characteristic of the Jewish Messiah. The focus is upon the 
characteristics of the Messiah, not his role.  It is important to recognise that this question is about Jewish Beliefs and Teachings. 
Therefore answers that gave a Christian perspective to this question are not accepted.

In this script the candidate is giving ideas that are associated mainly with Christianity. Research shows that ‘Saviour’ is more a 
Christian idea than Jewish.  For Jews Messiah will be more of a Restorer than a Saviour. Reference to bringing in the Messianic Age 
didn’t address the question. It is an answer to a different question i.e. what will the Messiah do? Therefore the only point credited is 
the Messiah will be a male descendant of the Davidic line.



Exemplar Candidate Work

26

GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies (Short Course)

© OCR 2019

Question 3(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. See the mark scheme under the heading ‘guidance’ as to how these questions are assessed. With 
the command word being ‘Outline’ it is expected that candidates will write in prose, but they can write in bullet points.  The focus is 
upon Jewish understanding about the term ‘shekinah’.

In this script the candidate achieved full marks long before the end of their written response. First mark is given for stating Shekinah 
is the presence of G-d. Second mark is given for exemplification of the first statement i.e. reference to the pillar of smoke or column 
of fire. Third mark is for the development of the first statement i.e. the presence of G-d brought Moses and the Jews to the Promised 
Land. Because this question does not ask for one meaning of the term ‘shekinah’ it is possible to secure 3 points in various ways. It is 
acceptable to give three different statements or one with two pieces of factual development or, as in this case, one statement with 
development and exemplification. All are acceptable ways to secure the marks for these points marked questions.
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Question 3(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. See the mark scheme under the heading ‘guidance’ as to how these questions are assessed. With 
the command word being ‘Describe’ it is expected that candidates will write in prose, but they can write in bullet points. The focus is 
upon one belief only. This is to limit the candidates from writing too much. See the mark scheme for indicative material acceptable 
for this question.

In this response the candidate gives a good statement about belief about the Promised Land and then develops it in ample detail to 
secure full marks. First mark is given for stating that Jews believe God promised them this land at the covenant at Sinai. Second mark 
is given for the development of that belief when the candidate expands upon the covenant relationship in a bit more detail. Third 
mark is given for the development about the land being for them only and no-one else. Assessors see this as an example of one 
belief with two statements of development about the Promised Land.
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Question 3(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 1mark

Examiner commentary
Assessment Objectives (AO) and Levels of Response (LoR)

These are new types of questions this year in which both Assessment Objectives (AOs) are being assessed in the same question. 
They are assessed independently of one another. There are maximum 4 marks for knowledge and understanding of religion 
and beliefs demonstrated in the answer and maximum 2 marks for skill of analysis and evaluation, including the influence and 
significance of various aspects of religion. 

This question assesses both AO1 and AO2.  For details of the levels for each AO please see the mark scheme. When an examiner 
applies the levels of response (LoR) in either AO, they are expected to read the whole response and start at the highest level and 
work down until one reaches the level that matches the answer. Assessors look at the strap line for each level e.g. Level 4 ‘a good 
demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question’ and make a judgement about which level they think 
the response best fits. There are different bullet points within each level. These are used to confirm whether the response is being 
placed in the right level and/or whether at the top or bottom of the level. It is not a requirement that every bullet point is evidenced 
to secure a level. Rather it is best fits on the basis of a combination of the bullet points and the top strap line.

AO1 When judging how much knowledge and understanding is demonstrated in a response candidates can provide either breadth 
and/or depth of knowledge and understanding to secure the marks.  For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see 
the mark scheme. 

AO2 The focus is upon why Jews believe G-d will judge them at the end of the world. If candidates argue that they do not believe 
this then they are not addressing the wording of the question and do not get any credit. They have changed the point of the 
question.  For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme. 

AO1 In this response the candidate shows an adequate understanding of the question but it is under-developed. They have 
provided knowledge about beliefs about what will happen to Jews at the end of the world which are relevant but examiners feel 
their understanding of the question is only adequate. There is enough detail about the beliefs to award Level 3/3 marks. This includes 
that all will be judged whether to go to Gan Eden or not and this involves a judgement by G-d. It can result in punishment. Because 
of this it provides incentive to be good but people can still be forgiven of their sins if they repent. The knowledge given is deemed 
appropriate but superficial in detail. They have recognised the influence upon individuals, which is one of the bullet points in Level 3.
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AO2 With only 2 marks to play with in this question it is harder to differentiate. However through the selection of the knowledge 
given for this question examiners accepted that the candidate had some understanding of the why part of the question but do not 
address the ‘why’ part explicitly. There is some analysis of the significance of this belief for Jews but it is implied rather than explicit. 
Therefore it is given Level 1/1 mark. 

Question 3(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 10 marks SPG 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
As with all e type questions there is a statement, which candidates use as a stimulus, to discuss an area of the specification. There 
are also additional rubric requirements. Candidates are expected to analyse and evaluate the importance of Islamic common and 
divergent views and refer to sources of wisdom and authority. For details about what counts as a source of wisdom and authority 
please read the ‘Report to Centres (RtC). This is very different from the old specification. There is no requirement for a personal or a 
non-Islamic view.

Both Assessment Objectives are being assessed, though a greater proportion of marks are credited for analysis and evaluation. In this 
question, Question 1 and Question 2 there are additional marks credited for SPG. In Questions 4 to 9 marks for SPG are already built 
into the levels of response for (d) parts of the questions. 

Each AO is assessed separately and the application of LoR is the same as above (see Q3d). For details of the levels of response (LoR) 
for this question see the mark scheme. 

Under examination conditions candidates are limited by time and pressure. This is taken into account when assessing these 
questions. Marking an examination response is different to marking a piece of work done in the classroom or for homework. A ‘good’ 
response to a question does not mean the best. One is considering what an average 16 year old can produce in the limited time and 
then use the LoR to place the candidates in the right rank order, using the full range of marks available to examiners.

The other consideration made by examiners was the fact that the Short Course Religious Studies often is taught through one lesson 
a week over a two or three year period. There is a lot of detail to remember across this specification and examination. This is reflected 
in the depth and the amount written by candidates. It is very variable. 

The focus of the statement is whether obeying the Mitzvot is the best way to live for everyone. Candidates need to address the 
issue about Mitzvot being the ‘best’ way, not just a good way. The statement allows for candidates to disagree or agree from various 
Jewish sects or secular Jews’ views. For details about indicative content and arguments that candidates may present see the mark 
scheme.

AO1 In this response the candidate demonstrates good knowledge and understanding in response to the stimulus. They show 
knowledge and understanding of ethical and ritual Mitzvot, the significance of ritual Mitzvot to aid worship to G-d, and differences 
between Hassidic, Orthodox, Reform and Conservative Jews and how they apply the Mitzvot in their lives. Reference to conscience, 
the Decalogue, and examples of the Mitzvot are given. Therefore examiners deem this as showing good knowledge and 
understanding in response to the question. This is credited Level 3/3 marks.

AO2 This response sits on the fence between top of Level 3 and bottom of Level 4. There is a variety of viewpoints explored with 
some paragraphs better reasoned than others. There is good analysis of the influence of the Mitzvot upon different Jewish groups. 
There is a judgement at the end in the form of a conclusion from a Jewish perspective and at times they have explicitly referred to 
whether following the Mitzvot is the best way to live or not. There is an argument running throughout the discussion about Judaism 
becoming outdated or irrelevant by those following the Mitzvot totally which shows an understanding of the issue. There is a view 
about following one’s conscience being more important than observing traditional rituals associated with the Mitzvot. One feels the 
candidate is trying to argue that for some Jews Mitzvot are the best way to live and for others they are not.  In the spirit of positive 
marking the candidate is credited the higher level. Therefore they are credited Level 4/10 marks.

SPG The candidate’s response consistently follows rules of grammar and punctuation and accurate spelling and specialist terms are 
appropriate.  Marks are not deducted for a few spelling errors that can occur under examination conditions. Therefore 3 marks are 
credited.
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Candidate 4 – Medium Level Q3 Total: 21 marks
Question 3(a)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
In this script the first mark is given for stating that the Messiah will descend from the Davidic line and the second mark is given for 
stating he will be a military leader. The rest of the response is answering a different question. It tells what the Messiah will do rather 
than stating a characteristic of the Messiah.

Question 3(b)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
In this script the candidate gained 1 mark for stating the belief that G-d is everywhere in the world. Second mark is given for stating 
that G-d is present all the time and the third mark is given for examples i.e. the burning bush and fiery cloudy pillar. Here is an 
example of two statements and exemplification to gain three marks. 
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Question 3(c)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
Although poorly worded there is sufficient development of the belief that the land is given to Abraham to gain three marks. First 
mark is given for the idea that the Promised Land is given by G-d to Abraham. second mark is given for the development of the first 
point and that is the Promised Land is known as Israel or Zion and the third mark is given for another point of development i.e. The 
Promised Land is connected to the covenant made between G-d and Abraham. This is an example of one statement of belief with 
two supporting factual pieces of information to be given full marks.

Question 3(d)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 0 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1 In this script much of the response is not addressing the question but relating to a different question in the candidate’s mind. 
The first paragraph is all about what happens when someone dies and that Jews are more concerned with how they live than what 
happens in the next life. Whilst that is not inaccurate it is not connected to the question set. The information about how the Torah is 
viewed by Orthodox, Ultra Orthodox, Liberal or Reformed Jews is not related to the question in any way. It is only at the end that the 
candidate begins to address the question. Jews believe G-d will judge them at the end of the world and will look forward to going 
to a happy place. In the spirit of positive marking examiners give 1 mark for the content of the last sentence. Otherwise this is a 
lower ability response, with much of the content not connected to the question. Therefore it is given Level 1/1 mark. 

AO2 There is no evidence of analysis or evaluation as to why God will judge them at the end of the world. There is just a statement 
that G-d will do this. Therefore there was nothing in the response that is worthy of credit. Therefore it is given Level 0/0 marks.

Question 3(e)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 7 marks SPG 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1 In this script the candidate shows a good understanding of the question by appropriate selection of religious knowledge. 
They know about Mitzvot being rules from G-d through Moses and there are 613 of them. They refer to Orthodox, Ultra Orthodox 
and Liberal Jews observance of them; they use specialist words such as kosher and there are appropriate sources of wisdom and 
authority included in the response e.g. Ten Commandments. References to Rabbinical influences regarding observing the Mitzvot 
and differences of observance by Jewish women are provided. There is evidence of all the bullet points in Level 3 and therefore it is 
credited Level 3/3 marks.

AO2 Whilst the candidate does give different viewpoints they are often stated but not argued, reasoned or developed in detail 
For example, in the first paragraph they state that Orthodox Jews think it is a must to obey the Mitzvot but Liberals Jews do not. 
They do not go on to explain how or why or evaluate the significance of the rules for these different Jewish groups. There is some 
evidence of discussion with reasons and influence of Mitzvot on Jews which hits bullet point 2 Level 3 but much of the response is 
statements with factual detail about the Mitzvot that is not used in an argument to agree or disagree with the issue. They seem to 
fail to understand that following the 10 Commandments from G-d are part of the Mitzvot. They have not made clear why following 
the 10 Commandments is more important than following all of the other Mitzvot. It is implied rather than explicit. There is a line of 
argument that flows and that is all Jews do not observe the Mitzvot in the same way and that rabbis know best. There is evidence 
of a judgment and conclusion made at the end but it is without justification. Therefore it is credited at the bottom end of Level 3/7 
marks.

SPG The candidate’s response uses a range of specialist terms, spells and punctuates with reasonable accuracy but at times the flow 
of the sentences affects the quality of communication. Therefore it is judged as Intermediate performance. 2 marks are credited.
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Candidate 3 – Higher Level Q4 Total: 19 marks
Question 4(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. See the mark scheme under the heading ‘guidance’ as to how these questions are assessed. With 
the command word being ‘Outline’ it is expected that candidates will write in prose, but they can write in bullet points. The focus is 
upon one Christian view only about pre-marital sex. This is to limit the candidates from writing too much. See the mark scheme for 
indicative material acceptable for this question.

In this script the candidate is credited full marks. They begin by identifying correctly a branch of Christianity that accepts pre-marital 
sex and that gains them 1 mark. Their second mark is given for the development about the certain conditions that Protestants will 
accept pre-marital sex and the third mark is given for further development. Christians believe that one of the purposes of sex is to 
deepen a relationship that will lead to marriage. There is one view stated with two statements of development. 
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Question 4(b)

 AO1 4 marks

Examiner commentary
Candidates are required to describe the role of women in Christian families. The focus is upon women in family life. It is not about 
women in the ministry or in employment or about the differences between men and women in families. It is also about Christian 
families, not just any secular family. Some candidates lost marks by changing the focus of the question in their heads and addressing 
the role of women in general and not tying it down to their roles in Christian families. 

Assessment Objectives (AO) and Levels of Response (LoR)

This question assesses only AO1. There are up to 3 levels of response attainable. For details of the levels please see the mark scheme. 
When an examiner applies the levels of response (LoR) they are expected to read the whole response and start at the highest level 
and work down until one reaches the level that matches the answer. Assessors look at the strap line for each level e.g. Level 3 ‘a good 
demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question’ and make a judgement about which level they think 
the response best fits. There are different bullet points within each level. These are used to confirm whether the response is being 
placed in the right level and/or whether at the top or bottom of the level. It is not a requirement that every bullet point is evidenced 
to secure a level. Rather it is best fits on the basis of a combination of the bullet points and the top strap line.

In knowledge and understanding questions such as Q1b candidates can provide either breadth or depth of knowledge and 
understanding to secure the marks.  For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme.

AO1 In this script the response is adequate but under-developed. One has to take out of one’s mind the references to men in 
the response because this is not asked for. It reads as a list of statements that are relevant about traditional and modern views of 
women’s role in the household. There is some relevant religious knowledge i.e. Amish community, the Complementary and Liberal 
views and the Roman Catholic view of women. There is an adequate understanding that there are different viewpoints amongst 
Christians about the role of women but if is under-developed. In order to reach the highest level the candidate needs to develop 
one or two of the views in more depth and focus only on the roles of women and not both sexes.
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Question 4(c)

 AO1 NR marks AO2 NR marks

Examiner commentary
These are new types of questions this year in which both assessment objectives are being assessed in the same question. They 
are assessed independently of one another. There is a maximum of 2 marks for knowledge and understanding of religion and 
beliefs demonstrated in the answer and a maximum of 4 marks for the skill of analysis and evaluation, including the influence and 
significance of various aspects of religion. Once again there are different levels of response but the process of awarding the levels is 
the same as above. (See Q4b)  For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme.

For AO2 many of the bullet points in the LoR do not apply to these 6 mark questions. The main judgement is made largely around 
the second bullet point which focuses on analysis and/or evaluation of the influence or significance of something to Christians.

In this question the examiner is looking for examples of Christian teachings (sources of wisdom and authority) to explain how they 
influence views about equality. This question is broader than just equality between the sexes in the home. It is about equality in the 
work place, in church ministry and in race and gender issues, as well as in the home. There are three parts to the question which 
have to be brought together in the response. How well they do this is part of assessing AO2. Candidates need to show they know 
relevant Christian teachings related to equality, explain the teachings and then show they influence views and give examples. 

AO1 & AO2 In this script there is no response (NR). 

Question 4(d)

 AO1 3 marks AO2 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
As with all d type questions there is a statement, which candidates use as a stimulus, to discuss an area of the specification. There 
are also rubric requirements. Candidates are expected to use knowledge and understanding from beliefs and teachings within 
Christianity in this paper and to explain and evaluate points of view from a Christian perspective. This is different from the rubric to 
e questions in section A. It is also very different from the old specification. There is no requirement for a personal or a non-Christian 
view.

Both Assessment Objectives are being assessed, though a greater proportion of marks are credited for analysis and evaluation. In 
Questions 4-9d marks for SPG are already built into the levels of response. 

Each AO is assessed separately and the application of LoR is the same as above (see Q3d). For details of the levels of response (LoR) 
for this question see the mark scheme. 

Under examination conditions candidates are limited by time and pressure. This is taken into account when assessing these 
questions. Marking an examination response is different to marking a piece of work done in the classroom or for homework. A ‘good’ 
response to a question does not mean the best. One is considering what an average 16 year old can produce in the limited time and 
then use the LoR to place the candidates in the right rank order, using the full range of marks available to examiners.

The other consideration made by examiners was the fact that the Short Course Religious Studies often is taught through one lesson 
a week over a two or three year period. There is a lot of detail to remember across this specification and examination. This is reflected 
in the depth and the amount written by candidates. It is very variable.

The focus of the statement is about the way religious families can become divided because of different attitudes, practices and 
beliefs held by different generations or by various denominations. On the other hand religious beliefs and practices can have a 
positive influence upon individuals in families. It was hoped that candidates would argue how significant to Christians family life is 
and that there are many teachings about how one should life and behave towards one another in families in regard to marriage, 
family life, divorce sexual relationships and so on.

AO1 In this script there is a good range of appropriate religious studies knowledge which shows a good understanding of the 
question. There is reference to faith and that Christianity is the only true religion believed by some families. There is an understanding 
that religions have very different beliefs about God and the world. References to sources of wisdom and authority are accurate and 
relevant. Differences of interpretation about teachings leading to divisions amongst Christians are cited. The importance of family to 
Christians is discussed. There is a wide range of knowledge cited though it does lack depth and detail. However the range allows the 
response to be judged good. Therefore is credited Level 3/3 marks.

AO2 There is an attempt to argue for and against the statement. There are different viewpoints with some evidence of reasoned 
argument. There is evidence of analysis of the influence of religion upon families and some evaluative statements are made as 
to whether this is right or wrong. The judgement at the end is personal and not necessarily from a Christian perspective. The last 
paragraph is weak. Overall there is a general argument about religion being both a good and a bad thing. There is a discussion on 
going and they have recognised different Christian’s perspectives. It is deemed as an adequate response but under-developed. The 
last sentence in bold after the bullet point, in Level 3, is apt. “There is a line of reasoning presented which is mostly relevant and has 
some structure.” To secure the next level one would want to see more detail about how religion can divide and unite families than 
was shown in this response. Therefore it is credited Level 3/9 marks.
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Candidate 5 – Medium Level Q4 Total: 12 marks
Question 4(a)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
In this script the candidate makes one statement about pre-marital sex and one statement of development. There is 1 mark for 
stating that some Christians do not believe in sex before marriage, which is correct, and there is a development given for a second 
mark, i.e. Christians believe that sex is only to produce children. It is not taken as two views because the candidate makes the link to 
the first statement with the word ‘because’ in their response. 

Question 4(b)

 AO1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
AO1 In this script the candidate summarises briefly two roles of women in Christian families. They state that women should take 
care of the husband and the children or they can go out to work and be equal like the men in the family and both can provide and 
care for the family. This is a simple generalised description without much Religious Studies knowledge of sources of wisdom and 
authority or denominational perspectives. The knowledge is relevant but lacks detail. It is credited as a limited response at the top 
end because there were two roles referred to in the response. Therefore it is Level 1/2 marks.
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Question 4(c)

 AO1 2 marks AO2 2 marks

Examiner commentary
AO1 In this script the candidate provides details of three relevant and appropriate teachings related to equality. There are two points 
made from the Genesis narrative about men being more superior to women because God created Adam first, with Eve created to 
care for the man, and it was Eve that got tempted and is therefore weaker than Adam. The second teaching talks about God creating 
everyone equal which is reinforced by the quote from the Sermon on the Mount about treating everyone how one would like to be 
treated. Whilst the NT teaching is not as well developed as the first, with only two marks to play with this AO, all three teachings are 
relevant and demonstrate a good understanding of the question. Notice that candidates do not need to know chapter and verse of 
the teachings and can paraphrase teachings in their own words to secure marks for such questions. So it is credited Level 2/2 marks.

AO2 In this script there are different views stated, showing the influence on equality but it is lacking in depth and detail. They have 
addressed all three parts of the question hence making the links of the question but it is a limited attempt. It hits the first bullet 
point in Level 2 and it is implied that these teachings influence Christians’ views on equality but they are not explained in detail. If 
the candidate had explained how these teachings influence Christians with examples then they would have been credited a higher 
mark. Therefore it is credited Level 2/2 marks.
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Question 4(d)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 3 marks

Examiner commentary
AO1 In this script there is a limited understanding of the question. The candidate has shown some relevant knowledge but it is 
generalised. They have demonstrated knowledge about the influence of Christian teachings about homosexuality on families and 
they have listed ways in which Christian parents affect their children through daily living such as going to Sunday School, praying 
together, attending church schools and worshipping at church but it is lacks development or connection to the stimulus. The 
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examples given how religion can divide families are limited and list-like. If the candidate had expanded upon Sunday school, praying 
together, etc then they would have secured higher marks for AO1. Therefore it is credited as Level 1/1 mark.

AO2 The bottom strap line to Level 1 sums up how examiners regard this response. The information is presented in a basic way. 
The response is simplistic and brief. Viewpoints tend to be stated and not argued such as the opening statement. There is one line 
of argument presented and that is that as children grow up they have different views about things e.g. over homosexuality but it is 
not expanded upon. To achieve a higher level the candidate needs to develop their arguments in more detail with relevant religious 
studies knowledge. It is deemed as a lower ability, simplistic response to the stimulus but that there is sufficient detail to award it at 
the top of Level 1/3 marks.
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Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q7 Total: 14 marks
Question 7(a)

 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This is a points-marked question. Candidates do not have to write in full sentences. One word answers are possible to gain a mark or 
simple bullet points made. A mark is given for each separate public holiday based upon Christian celebrations. The key word in this 
question is ‘public’ as it refers to official holidays for everyone.

In this script three valid responses are given. First mark is for Christmas day, second mark is for Boxing Day and third mark for Easter.

Question 7(b)

 AO1 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
This question has an additional rubric which must be incorporated into the response. Failure to link the rubric to the response limits 
achieving the top Level of Response. If there is no such reference or link then the response cannot move beyond Level 2/4 marks. It 
is not enough to repeat the rubric and assume that means the candidate has incorporated it into the response. It has to be linked to 
the subject matter of the question in some way.

AO1 There are three levels in this AO and the approach to making a judgment where the response sits within the levels is made in 
the same way as discussed above. (See q1d)

The question asks for a description of attitudes.  An attitude is the way a person views something or tends to behave towards 
something, often in an evaluative way. In this question it is about attitudes towards scientific methods used for creating life in this 
country. It is not about the scientific theory of evolution as some candidates interpreted the question.

AO1 In this script the candidate begins their response with a reference to the additional rubric statement but does not connect it 
in any way to the rest of the question. This means they cannot achieve above Level 2. There are two scientific methods cited in the 
response. These include artificial insemination, and IVF treatments. The candidate has identified two different attitudes by Catholics 
and Church of England Christians. This is an adequate response but under-developed in relation to the additional rubric. This is 
credited Level 2/4 marks.
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Question 7(c)

 AO1 0 marks AO2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
These are new types of questions this year in which both assessment objectives are being assessed in the same question. They 
are assessed independently of one another. There is a maximum of 2 marks for knowledge and understanding of religion and 
beliefs demonstrated in the answer and a maximum of 4 marks for the skill of analysis and evaluation, including the influence and 
significance of various aspects of religion. Once again there are different levels of response but the process of awarding the levels is 
the same as above. (See Q1d)  For details of the levels of response (LoR) for this question see the mark scheme.

This question has an additional rubric requirement. There is a requirement for candidates to show sources of wisdom and authority 
in their response to gain marks for AO1.  For details about what counts as sources of wisdom and authority please see the ‘Report to 
Centres’ produced by the Lead Marker. If there are no clear references to sources of wisdom and authority then 0 marks are credited 
for AO1. This is because it is a Subject Level requirement. Tangential references to sources of wisdom and authority can be creditable. 
However it is still possible to get up to full marks for AO2, depending upon the details provided in the response.

There are three aspects to this question. It is a ‘why’ question. It is about attitudes. Candidates are required to describe more than 
one attitude. The attitudes have to be different, which does not mean the same as opposite and they have to be explicitly Christian 
attitudes. An attitude is the way a person views something or tends to behave towards something, often in an evaluative way. The 
third aspect of the question is about other religions. Candidates need to show teachings and views held by Christians towards other 
religions. All three parts of the question need to be addressed and the levels of response are used to judge how well the candidate 
has done this. 

AO1 In this script the candidate talks about ‘inclusive, exclusive and pluralist’ Christians, which is relevant knowledge to the question. 
But there is no reference to a source of wisdom and authority which is a requirement for this question. Therefore, although the 
knowledge is relevant it cannot be credited because of the Subject Level requirement. Therefore it is credited Level 0/0 marks.

AO2 In this script the ‘why’ part of the question is not addressed at all. The candidate cites three groups of Christians and sums up 
simplistically their beliefs about the importance of Christianity. They have not fully addressed what Christians feel towards other 
religions. This is deemed as a lower ability attempt to the question. The views are stated, in brief detail and read like a list. This is 
credited Level 1/1 mark.
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Question 7(d)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
As with all d type questions there is a statement, which candidates use as a stimulus, to discuss an area of the specification. There 
are also rubric requirements. Candidates are expected to use knowledge and understanding from beliefs and teachings within 
Christianity in this paper and to explain and evaluate points of view from a Christian perspective. This is very different from the old 
specification. There is no requirement for a personal or a non-Christian view.

Both Assessment Objectives are being assessed, though a greater proportion of marks are credited for analysis and evaluation. In 
Questions 4-9d marks for SPG are already built into the levels of response. 

Each AO is assessed separately and the application of LoR is the same as above (see Q1d). For details of the levels of response (LoR) 
for this question see the mark scheme. 

Under examination conditions candidates are limited by time and pressure. This is taken into account when assessing these 
questions. Marking an examination response is different to marking a piece of work done in the classroom or for homework. A ‘good’ 
response to a question does not mean the best. One is considering what an average 16 year old can produce in the limited time and 
then use the LoR to place the candidates in the right rank order, using the full range of marks available to examiners.

The other consideration made by examiners was the fact that the Short Course Religious Studies often is taught through one lesson 
a week over a two or three year period. There is a lot of detail to remember across this specification and examination. This is reflected 
in the depth and the amount written by candidates. It is very variable.

The focus of the statement is about whether schools in this country should be linked to any religion or be separate from any control 
by a faith group. Many of our schools in this country, especially primary schools, are run by State and Church. There are a growing 
number of other faith schools, besides Christian foundations school, emerging. This question is about whether State Education 
should be completely secular and divorced from any religious influences.

AO1 In this script there is a limited understanding of the term ‘secular’ in relation to this section of the specification. This impacts 
upon the quality of response. There are no sources of wisdom and authority but there is some creditable knowledge that is 
generalised. References to the compulsory law about studying religious studies, the decline in importance of religion in some of our 
festivals, and the drop in numbers claiming to be Christian are relevant. It is credited Level 1/1 mark.

AO2 In the script there is a simple line of argument developed with evidence of a conclusion. It does not appear to discuss 
whether or not schools should be secular communities and that is the issue and thrust of the question. There are some ambiguous 
statements such as in paragraph 2. One is not sure what the candidate is saying or how accurate it is. They are addressing a different 
statement in their heads and that is whether religion should be taught in schools or not. In the spirit of positive marking it was 
deemed that such views are connected to the issue whether all schools should be secular or not so some credit is given. There are 
two points of view given with a small amount of evidence and argument and there is a misunderstanding of the issue. This hits most 
of the bullet points in Level 2. Therefore it is credited Level 2/5 marks.
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Candidate 5 – Medium Level Q7 Total: 8 marks
Question 7(a)

 2 marks

Examiner commentary
In this script two valid responses are given. First mark is for Christmas day, second mark is for Easter but a third mark is not credited 
for Ash Wednesday as it is not a public holiday.

Question 7(b)

 AO1 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
AO1 In this script the candidate demonstrates an adequate understanding of the question shown by details about Christian 
attitudes towards IVF and God’s natural plan. There is some development about God still loving them whichever way they think and 
behave regarding creating new life through IVF. Their last line in the response is not connected to the point of the question at all. It 
reads as a statement that the candidate must put in because the question asks for this. Candidates must weave the rubric into the 
focus of the question to get beyond Level 2, not merely rephrase the rubric in their response.  It is deemed at the lower end of the 
Level 2 because the knowledge is superficial; it lacks reference to sources of wisdom and authority or breadth of details about other 
scientific methods to create life. Therefore it is credited Level 2/3 marks. If the candidate had connected the last sentence to the rest 
of the response or described other scientific methods to create life and how Christians regard them that would have led to higher 
marks being credited. 

Question 7(c)

 AO1 0 marks AO2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
AO1 Because it is a rubric requirement for this question to refer to sources of wisdom and authority, and there is no evidence of this 
in the response it cannot be credited any marks for knowledge and understanding. Therefore it is credited Level 0/0marks.

AO2 Just because the rubric has not been fulfilled for AO1 it does not mean that marks cannot be credited for AO2. In this case 
the candidate gives three views that are stated and read like a list. They are relevant views but they do not explain how these have 
led to different Christian attitudes towards other religions. It is left for the reader to surmise that. The ‘why’ part of the question has 
not been addressed fully either. Therefore in terms of connecting the three aspects of the question to demonstrate analysis and 
evaluation this is a lower ability attempt. There is a simplistic reference to why some Christians don’t respect other religions. It is 
credited Level 1/1 mark.
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Question 7(d)

 AO1 1 mark AO2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
AO1 Assessors are not convinced that the candidate knows what the term ‘secular’ means. There are references to ‘praying’ and ‘grace 
before lunch’/’church on Sundays’  which is regarded as a small amount of relevant religious studies detail to this section of the 
syllabus but it is regarded as weak knowledge. There is a weak understanding about faith schools existing in Great Britain and they 
have recognised there are many other religions represented in Great Britain. There is not enough to go above level1. This is credited 
Level 1/1 mark.

AO2 Because the candidate does not seem to know what secular means, the views do not match the stimulus and it impacts 
significantly upon the judgement by the examiners to this response. There is a weak attempt to respond to the stimulus by giving 
a list of views held by Christians about schools that are faith school but it is not addressing the issue at all whether schools should 
be secular or not. The last sentence is typical of a stated view but without connection to the issue or backed with any reasoned 
argument. It is regarded by the examiners at the bottom of Level 1 because so little relates to the issue/stimulus. The middle section 
about people who are not religious may not want to send their children to faith schools is deemed relevant but brief and simplistic. 
Therefore it was credited Level1/1 mark.



Th
e 

sm
al

l p
ri

nt

We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: 
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

www.ocr.org.uk

OCR Customer Support Centre

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20GCSE%20%289-1%29%20Religious%20Studies%20Candidate%20Exemplar%20work%20-%20J125/01%20Summer%202018%20series
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20GCSE%20%289-1%29%20Religious%20Studies%20Candidate%20Exemplar%20work%20-%20J125/01%20Summer%202018%20series
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:general.qualifications%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
www.ocr.org.uk
http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

	Contents
	Introduction
	Introduction
	Candidate 1 - Higher Level	Q1 Total: 25 marks
	Question 1(a)
	Question 1(b)
	Question 1(c)
	Question 1(d)
	Question 1(e)
	Candidate 5 - Medium Level Q1 Total: 14 marks
	Question 1(a)
	Question 1(b)
	Question 1(c)
	Question 1(d)
	Question 1(e)
	Candidate 2 – Higher Level Q2 Total: 33 marks
	Question 2(a)
	Question 2(b)
	Question 2(c)
	Question 1(d)
	Question 2(e)
	Candidate 4 - Medium Level Q2 Total: 17 marks
	Question 2(a)
	Question 2(b)
	Question 2(c)
	Question 1(d)
	Question 2(e)
	Candidate 3 – Higher Level Q3 Total: 27 marks
	Question 3(a)
	Question 3(b)
	Question 3(c)
	Question 3(d)
	Question 3(e)
	Candidate 4 – Medium Level Q3 Total: 21 marks
	Question 3(a)
	Question 3(b)
	Question 3(c)
	Question 3(d)
	Question 3(e)
	Candidate 3 – Higher Level Q4 Total: 19 marks
	Question 4(a)
	Question 4(b)
	Question 4(c)
	Question 4(d)
	Candidate 5 – Medium Level Q4 Total: 12 marks
	Question 4(a)
	Question 4(b)
	Question 4(c)
	Question 4(d)
	Candidate 1 – Higher Level Q7 Total: 14 marks
	Question 7(a)
	Question 7(b)
	Question 7(c)
	Question 7(d)
	Candidate 5 – Medium Level Q7 Total: 8 marks
	Question 7(a)
	Question 7(b)
	Question 7(c)
	Question 7(d)

