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Introduction

This booklet accompanies the video Y100 A guide to marking 
which can be viewed here:

LINK

We hope you find this video useful. As a supporting 
document, we’ve summarised just a few of its key 
messages below. But for full exemplification, and more 
tips and guidance, watch the whole video. And let us 
know what you think!

The pages used in the video can be found on page 1.

The essay’s introduction
There’s a couple of noteworthy points here. All approved 
Y100 questions will set up a judgement over a historical 
problem, and this essay deftly – and without wasting time 
or words – sets out the debate. 

The student also gives their own opinion, indicating what 
they are going to argue. It is never wrong for candidates 
to say what they think early on; in fact this can help 
ensure the ‘consistent focus on the question throughout 
the answer’ that is required for the top level of the mark 
scheme.

Tip: encourage students to set out their line of 
argument and opinion in their introduction

And, relatedly, candidates shouldn’t shy away from 
returning to the wording of their question in the essay. As 
Mike Wells explains in the video, not doing so can leave 
more work for the marker and moderator. There is an 
instance early in this essay where the candidate could be 
more explicit, rather than leaving it to the reader to infer 
that they are talking about the extent of unification, and 
going back to the wording in the question would have 
helped.

Tip: Keep returning to the wording of the question 
to ensure focus is maintained

The essay’s conclusion
Y100 is a knowledge and argument driven exercise, 
requiring a judgement. This can lead some candidates 
to feel that they have to plump fully for one factor or 
another as being the most important. And this in turn 
can lead to their judgement becoming less convincing or 
substantiated. A nice feature of this essay is its nuanced 
conclusion, which follows naturally from the arguments 
made within the essay.

Tip: convincing and substantiated conclusions are 
often nuanced

Sources
The essay uses a fully appropriate range of both 
primary sources and interpretations. The interpretations 
sometimes come from A Level books, and that is 
absolutely fine for Y100.

However, the first use of a primary source comes 4 pages 
into the essay. We don’t expect to see sources used 
on every page, but for a student to be so far into the 
essay without bringing any in could ring alarm bells. Is 
it going to be possible for the essay to contain ‘excellent 
evaluation of a fully appropriate range of different sources’ 
as required by the mark scheme’s top level?

Theoretically it could be, though it becomes less likely 
the further on we go. So if this essay were handed in as a 
draft, it would be appropriate for the teacher to remind 
the candidate of the requirement to evaluate primary as 
well as secondary material.

Tip: when you read the your students’ drafts, use 
that opportunity to remind them, as necessary, in 
general terms about the requirements of each AO

And in fact it is AO2 that is the weakest area of the essay.  
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Primary Sources
One of the reasons we selected this particular essay is that 
although very good, it does contain some unevenness. So 
it is useful for illustrating different levels. This is with regard 
to AO2, the evaluation of primary sources. 

Some, Good, or Excellent?
For example, the first primary source used comes from an 
economist (bottom of page 4) – but the evaluation of its 
utility is rather stock: after all, all economists are ‘qualified 
professionals’ – so this comment could apply to anyone. 
It can’t really be considered to be any more than some 
evaluation, which should be the marginal annotation.

As Mike Wells’ commentary in the video explains, the 
same applies to the next primary source, the Syllabus of 
Errors, dealt with on page 5. This is described as being 
‘essentially a piece of propaganda’, albeit one that ‘gives a 
valuable insight into the papal mindset’. But again, these 
are fairly generic comments. ‘Some evaluation’ remains an 
appropriate annotation.

Contrast these with the use of detailed knowledge to test 
historians’ interpretations (eg the evaluation of Stapleton’s 
views again on page 4), which is excellent.

Tip: avoid ascribing a numerical level to a part of 
the essay in your marginal annotations. Instead, 
use a descriptor from the mark scheme (‘excellent/
good/limited eval’ etc) – the final level you place 
the essay in will follow from these

Evaluation of primary sources improves as the essay 
continues. Pages 7-8 analyse and evaluate an account 
by Farini to Cavour. Here, the evaluation is stronger with 
specific knowledge used (‘Farini’s view is tainted by the 
fact that he was a close supporter of Cavour’).  This could 
be developed, but it is a step up, and this can be classified 
as good evaluation.

What we are looking for in AO2 for the top level, is 
explanation (analysing the source in relation to the 
issue in the question), consideration of provenance, and 
supporting knowledge to evaluate. And in fact this is 
achieved, to an extent, towards the end of the essay (eg 
pages 10-11).

So, the task is to decide what mark to award for AO2. It 
can’t go into the top level, as some of the evaluation is just 
too basic. Although not every source has to be evaluated, 
the essay doesn’t meet the descriptor ‘excellent evaluation 
of a fully appropriate range of primary sources’. Also, the 
evaluation clearly goes above ‘some’ for several sources. 
So it has to be a mark in band 4 or 5, and here a mark of 
7 was awarded, which guided by appropriate marginal 
annotations, moderators would have no hesitation in 
agreeing. 

Again, a useful contrast is with the consistently excellent 
evaluation of interpretations. The essay deservedly scores 
10/10 for AO3. 

For more support specifically on AO2, see our marking 
guide at https://ocr.org.uk/Images/553686-y100-
assessing-ao2.pdf. 
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OCR Resources: the small print

OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: Cover - Pope 
Pius IX: reuerendo/Shutterstock.com, Page i : Brigands War - Look 
and Learn/Bridgeman Images/Britannica.com

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2020 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

Need to get in touch?
If you ever have any questions about 
OCR qualifications or services (including 
administration, logistics and teaching)  
please feel free to get in touch with our 
Customer Support Centre. 

General qualifications
Telephone  01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

www.ocr.org.uk
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