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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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R0O18 series overview

For the externally assessed Unit R018 the majority of candidates attempted to answer all of the
questions and a full range of marks was achieved from below 5 marks up to 80 marks. There was no
evidence to suggest that any time constraints had led to any candidates underperforming and the few
scripts where there were no responses had large sections of the paper which had not been tackled.

Many excellent responses demonstrated that candidates were well prepared for the examination; they
gave well-informed and well-structured answers using appropriate subject specific terminology from the
specification. Particularly well answered were questions 3(c), 4(d), and 5(b). Some candidates needed to
develop their knowledge of some key areas, for example pre-conception health, physical checks on a
new born baby, SIDS and reflexes.

Generally most candidates did not find it necessary to extend their responses on to the extra pages this
session. If a candidate needs more lines for their response they should use the extra pages at the end of
the answer booklet, clearly labelling their answer with the correct question number and the precise part
of the question, for example 3(c) ii. Examiners did find that some candidates had mislabelled questions
or identified page numbers rather than question numbers. This is not ideal, candidates should be
encouraged to clearly state the correct question number so that they can gain full credit for their
answers.

Candidate performance overview

Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following:

e demonstrated an understanding and familiarity with the different command verbs e.g.
identify, describe, explain and discuss

e produced appropriate and detailed, clear and concise responses for Level of Response
questions: 2(b) and 5(a)

e recognhised and demonstrated the ability to use specialist terminology

e applied knowledge and understanding to Section A questions based on a scenario or set in
a particular context.

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following.

e showed a lack of precision in their responses e.g. 2(b), demonstrating limited use of
specialist terminology when discussing pre-conception health and limited recognition of
specialist terminology in 3(a) and 3(b)

e found it difficult to apply what they had learnt to different scenarios or contexts for questions
in Section A

e produced responses that lacked depth, and were often rambling and repetitive or not
related to what had been asked, e.g. 1(c), 5(a) and also in 5(c) where ways to meet
physical needs were given when emotional needs were asked for.
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Section A overview

Section A of the paper consists of three questions based in different contexts. For this paper the three
scenarios are Priya, Andrew and their son Arjun, Emma and Liam planning a family, Emma’s pregnancy.
Candidates are required to apply their knowledge of the R018 specification topics to produce answers
that are relevant to the scenarios provided.

Question 1(a)(i)

1 (a) Priya and Andrew have a three-year-old son Arjun. As most accidents happen in the home,
they are keen to make their home and kitchen as safe as they can.

Below is a picture of the cooker in Priya and Andrew'’s kitchen.

(i) Identify the safety feature fitted onto the cooker and give one reason why it is used.
Safety fFEAUIE ... e [1]

(R CST= 10 TP

Many candidates gave descriptions of what they could see e.g. ‘cage’, ‘bars’ or ‘fence’ as they were
unable to identify the cooker guard. Reasons, however did gain marks with reference to preventing a
child from touching the pans or pulling them off, for example.
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Question 1(a)(ii)

(ii) Identify four other safety features Priya and Andrew may have in their kitchen.

The majority of candidates achieved a mark for locks on cupboards and for covers on electric sockets.
Using a safety gate was also a common correct response.

A number of answers described putting things on high shelves and not leaving sharp knives or objects
lying about; these did not gain marks as the question asks for a ‘safety feature’ not an action or a way.

Question 1(b)

(b) Priya and Andrew are teaching Arjun about road safety.
Explain two ways Priya and Andrew could make sure Arjun is safe when walking on the
pavement or crossing the road with them.

This question was quite well answered with many candidates able to identify and explain two ‘ways’.
Some candidates were able to identify ways but did not provide appropriate explanations.

Suggesting watching videos about road safety indicated that candidates had not read the question
carefully enough as Priya and Andrew are walking on the pavement and crossing the road — not sitting at
home with Arjun. Candidates need to ensure their responses relate to the scenario provided in order to
maximise their marks.
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Question 1(c)
(c) Safety is one condition that Arjun needs to successfully grow and develop.

Name two other conditions that Arjun needs and state why each one is important for his
development.

Candidates who were able to name a condition were generally able to state why it was important for the
child’s development.

Some candidates did not appear to be familiar with the term ‘conditions’ which, though widely used in
child development textbooks and featured in LO3 of the specification, seems to be a gap in candidates
knowledge. A number of candidates simply expanded on the road safety theme from question 1(a),
others wrote about stranger danger or online safety.

Exemplar 1
GG ari-e ..YBQAD\‘NFY‘\ @x@w c:;r\,c::l.....h... ............
e WL VA /0 OSSOSO etaresi et se ettt ee e eaeb s eseenn
2. DEEINEL A~ S0, SR DN OSSO0, %:Qk.:}

This answer correctly identifies two conditions important for a child’s development — food’ and ‘shelter’.
Other conditions include: love and security, rest and sleep, need for boundaries, routine for example.

In answer one the importance of food suggested by the candidate is somewhat vague, partly repeating
information in the question. Reference to meeting nutritional requirements or having a balanced diet to
prevent obesity would have gained the additional mark.

Answer two correctly identifies a condition ‘shelter’ and gives a correct reason for its importance —
keeping him safe and warm, gaining 2 marks.
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Question 2(a)

2 Emma and Liam want to start a family together.

(a) Identify three factors they should consider before starting a family.

This question was generally answered well with the majority of candidates gaining 2 or 3 marks.

Some candidates gave one word answers that were too vague to gain a mark ‘relationship’ and ‘money’
being the most common. A slightly more precise answer such as ‘relationship between partners’ or
financial situation’ would have been given a mark.

Question 2(b)

mma and Liam want to make sure that their pre-conception health is the best it can be,
b)* E d Li tt K that thei tion health is the best it b
before Emma becomes pregnant.

Explain what they could do to ensure good pre-conception health.

Candidates who had clearly read and understood the question achieved well, producing answers that
demonstrated accurate and good use of relevant technical terms.

Many candidates focused their whole response on not smoking, drinking alcohol or taking drugs with
only a very basic explanation of why these should not be used and so gained marks in Level 1.
References to effects on fertility, increasing the risk of miscarriage or foetal abnormalities, for example,
were required to gain more marks. Reasons for having up to date immunisations or taking folic acid were
other aspects of pre-conception health rarely mentioned by candidates.

Weaker responses misinterpreted the question and did not focus on pre-conception health but discussed
what not to do in pregnancy instead. This limited the marks that could be gained.

O Misconception

Candidates must read the question carefully to determine what their answer should focus on. This
question was about ‘pre-conception’ health NOT health during pregnancy.
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Question 2(c)

(c) Emma has missed a period and a home pregnancy test tells her she is 6 weeks pregnant.
Below is a diagram of the embryo at 6—7 weeks.

A

B C

|dentify the names for A, B, and C from those given below. D has been done for you.

Amniotic fluid Uterus wall Embryo
Umbilical cord Placenta
Name
A
B
C
D Embryo

[3]

A considerable number of candidates were able to answer the question successfully, gaining full marks.

The most common incorrect answer was choosing ‘uterus wall’ instead of ‘placenta’.

9 © OCR 2019
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Question 3(a)

3

Examiners’ report

(a) Now Emma is pregnant she will be supported by a team of health professionals, all with
different roles. Some of these health professionals are listed below.

¢ Midwife

e Obstetrician

e Paediatrician

e GP (General Practitioner)

e Gynaecologist

Complete the table, using the list above, by adding the name of the correct health professional

to their role.

Role

Health professional

A specialist in the care of pregnant women and
child birth who can perform Caesarean sections.

A doctor who is a specialist in the female
reproductive system.

Usually the first person the pregnant woman will
see after a positive home pregnancy test result.

Looks after the pregnant woman throughout
a normal pregnancy and birth who also runs
antenatal classes.

[4]

A well answered question by the vast majority of candidates, demonstrating a clear understanding of the
different roles of the health professionals.

Those candidates who did not achieve full marks usually confused obstetrician with gynaecologist.

10
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Question 3(b)

(b) During Emma’s pregnancy, usually around 22 weeks, the baby will become covered in
lanugo.
Describe what lanugo is and what it does.

Many candidates described vernix. Even when lanugo was correctly described a mark was rarely given
for the function with vague references to ‘keeping baby warm’ or ‘protecting from infection’ being the
most common responses.

@ AfL

Candidates need to develop a clear knowledge and understanding of specialist terms such as vernix and
lanugo.

11 © OCR 2019
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Question 3(c)
(c) When Emma goes into labour she will usually pass through three stages.
The passage below describes the second stage of labour.

Complete the passage by adding the most appropriate words from the list below. A word
should only be used once.

amniotic fluid arms breeching crowning
dilated engaged mucus pants
pushes shoulders uterus vagina

The second stage of labour begins when the cervix becomes fully

at 10cm and ends when the baby is born. The open cervix and the

now form a continuous passage called the birth canal. The mother
with each contraction to help move the baby down the birth canal. When the baby’s head
can be seenthisis called ........cccoooiieiiiiiiii . When the head has been born any
............................................. can be cleared from the baby’'s nose and mouth. The baby's
............................................. are now eased through the birth canal and the rest of the body

will slide out easily.

[6]

Well answered by many candidates; many full mark answers were seen.

The most common errors were uterus instead of vagina, amniotic fluid in place of mucus and arms
instead of shoulders.

12 © OCR 2019
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Section B overview

Examiners’ report

Section B of the paper consists of three questions that are fact and knowledge based. Candidate
responses do not have to relate to a particular situation or scenario.

Question 4(a)

4 (a) An ultrasound anomaly scan is usually carried out between 18 and 21 weeks of pregnancy.

Look at the chart below and tick (v') the name given to the person who carries out this scan.

Name of person
carrying out the scan

Tick (v)
correct
answer

Paediatrician

Sonographer

Nutritionist

[1]

Generally well answered by the majority, with only a small number of candidates mistakenly identifying

paediatrician.

13
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Question 4(b)

(b) Explain three ways the father/partner can support the mother through pregnancy or birth.

A mixed range of responses were seen for this question. Many candidates giving specific ways of
helping the mother with practical suggestions including examples of housework tasks, shopping, cooking
and cleaning to give the mother the opportunity and time to rest.

There were, however, many vague responses relating to labour such as holding hands, breathing
exercises, massaging but these were not developed and so only gained one mark as there was no
explanation.

Some candidates correctly identified ways but did not explain how this would support the mother and so
only gained a maximum of half marks. Responses that referenced after the birth did not gain marks
these included post-natal depression, feeding the baby, changing nappies. These are not relevant as the
question refers to pregnancy or birth only.

©

—/ AfL

To gain higher marks on this type of question candidates need to read the question carefully to be clear
about what they have to do. The command verb is ‘explain’ and an explanation of three ways is required.
An ‘explanation’ is an answer which is developed with a reason, not just an identification of a way. So for
this question a way of supporting the mother should also include how it supports her.
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Exemplar 1

C@Qﬂm9+w05hmg . -
2 Attend. . midwife.. Qppomtm.!@_.m ....... wdh., m ....................
ergoviaxu‘mguppm ..........................................................

L L L LT L L T T T L R L L

This exemplar demonstrates some common errors.

Way 1 is correct, but has no explanation of how it supports. To improve this, the candidate could have
suggested that this would give the mother time to rest so she does not feel so tired.

Way 2 is also a correct, different way but just repeats the question wording of ‘support’ without stating
what this is. The answer would be improved with the addition of a simple explanation such as ‘to enjoy
the experience together’.

Way 3 is considered a repeat of way 1. A different way is required, such as ‘provide emotional support
by being aware of mother’s needs/anxiety’ or ‘support her health needs and motivation by giving up
smoking together’.

15 © OCR 2019
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Question 4(c)

(c) The picture below shows a form of contraception called an intrauterine device or system (IlUD
or lUS).

T

e

State one advantage and one disadvantage of the intrauterine device as a method of
contraception.

Advantage

A mixture of correct and vague or incorrect answers was seen. Where candidates had been well
prepared, were familiar with the method and had the appropriate knowledge, this was obvious in their
specific and accurate responses. Some candidates were obviously unaware of any details about this
method and gave no response or gave answers that referred to other methods of contraception or gave
really vague responses such as ‘it prevents you getting pregnant’.

Question 4(d)

(d) The intrauterine system and combined pill are two hormonal methods of contraception.
Name three other hormonal methods of contraception.

A well answered question by many; injection, patch and implant were the most frequent correct answers.

Some, however, gave the coil and cap as answers, perhaps indicating a lack of knowledge of ‘hormonal
methods’. Some candidates gave ‘progesterone pill’ but were unable to gain a mark because they had
omitted the word ‘only’. A number of candidates incorrectly suggested condoms.

16 © OCR 2019
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Question 5(a)

5 (a)* After the birth the midwife will carry out some routine physical checks to assess the health of
the newborn baby.

Discuss what physical checks are made on the newborn baby and why they are carried out.

This is an extended response question where candidates had to discuss physical checks carried out on
a newborn baby and why they are carried out

There was evidence in some responses of excellent preparation for this topic with candidates using
technical terms and giving a sound discussion of why the checks are carried out.

However knowledge and understanding varied considerably for this question, with many candidates
limited to Levels 1 and 2. Many candidates focused on the APGAR test which was generally done well
but it led to a lot of repetition, for example as reflexes were then discussed in detail separately. Many
who did a good APGAR discussion remained at the sub-max Level 2 as they did not provide any further
physical checks or explanations.

Weaker responses just listed checks with no details of why they are carried out, for example length and
weight with no reference this being used for continued regular checks of growth, fingers and toes without
reference to webbing or club foot. There was limited awareness of why hips were checked. Some
candidates described tests that happen much later after the birth.

17 © OCR 2019
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Question 5(b)

(b) Below is a list of some signs and symptoms of iliness in children.

Raised temperature

Breathing difficulties

Reduced appetite

Cough

Vomiting that persists for more than 24 hours
Cannot be woken/unusually drowsy

Flushed or pale complexion

Rash that does not fade when pressed with a glass

Identify four signs or symptoms listed above that indicate a child needs immediate emergency
help.

Well answered by the vast majority of candidates. Just a few candidates incorrectly identified ‘raised
temperature’ or ‘flushed or pale complexion’.

18 © OCR 2019
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Question 5(c)

(c) Children who are ill need more care than usual.

Explain two ways that parents and carers can meet the emotional needs of a child who is ill.

Candidates who had read and focused on the question requirement for meeting emotional needs
responded with good answers. Good, appropriate examples relate to reassurance, showing love,
favourite toy/comfort blanket, and keeping them company so they would feel safe, not alone and feeling
better.

However, a number of candidates either misread or misunderstood the question as they gave ways to
meet ‘physical’ and not ‘emotional’ needs. Common responses were providing regular food and drinks.

Exemplar 1

2 .l.mz.x.tm..s.o.me..&‘mmuﬂ....muﬁck..m...m%...m...Jthm....tQ................

e L L

This exemplar shows one good response and one that did not achieve any marks.

Answer 1 gives a specific ‘way’ - that is ‘cuddling’ and it is explained — so they fall asleep knowing you
are there for them.

Answer 2 actually refers to meeting social needs, not emotional, and so does not gain any marks.
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Question 5(d)

(d) Having to stay in hospital can be frightening for a child.

Give four ways that parents and carers can prepare a child for a stay in hospital.

There were many sound responses relating to: visiting the hospital, meet doctors and nurses, dressing
up and role playing, being honest about what will happen and packing own bag, enabling candidates to
achieve full marks.

Some candidates did not read the question carefully enough and made suggestions that related to a
child who was ill and already in hospital.

@ AfL

Some candidates need practice in reading questions and being careful to work out what their answer
should focus on.

This question required answers relating to parents/carers preparing their child for a stay in hospital not
what to bring their child when they are in hospital.
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Question 6(a)

6 (a) Children occasionally have accidents, for example falls are very common with young children.

Identify four other childhood accidents.

A good range of different answers were seen, with many candidates gaining full marks and most gaining
at least 2 marks.

Marks were lost mainly by repetition for example ‘broken arm’ and ‘broken leg’ or repeating ‘falls’ which
is in the question.

Question 6(b)

(b) SIDS is the unexpected and unexplained death of an apparently healthy baby.
What do the letters SIDS stand for?

There were a number of no responses for this question. However more than 60% of candidates did know
this and gained the mark.
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Question 6(c)

(c) Babies born before week 37 of pregnancy are usually unable to survive outside the womb
without medical help. Give four problems they may suffer from.

Generally quite well answered, many candidates achieved 2 or more marks, with breathing difficulties
and jaundice being the most common correct answers.

Marks were missed where candidates gave vague responses marks, for example ‘poor temperature’,
eating problems’, ‘organs not fully developed’.

Question 6(d)

(d) State another name for the Moro reflex.

There were a number of no responses for this question suggesting a lack of knowledge.

Many candidates knew the names of reflexes, but not necessarily this one.

22 © OCR 2019
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