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Support highlights
We know teaching has been greatly disrupted in 2020, so to support you we’ve collated some of our most useful
resources below. This includes resources to help you focus your teaching towards individual abilities of students,
resources to help determine your students’ capabilities and above all resources to help save you time, enabling
you to quickly get back up to speed in the classroom and support your students in preparing for exams. Many
more resources are available from OCR Website.

Exploring modern texts – Delivery guide
Link to Exploring modern texts – Delivery guide

Delivery Guide
Literature

Approaching 19th century novels at GCSE –
Teacher guide
Link to Approaching 19th century novels at GCSE – Teacher guide
Use this guide to help with lesson planning for your 19th century novel to ensure
you’ve covered the different textual elements and assessment requirements. The
guide takes two extracts from the novels as a basis for exploring the text. You can
use the extracts provided to check student’s understanding and highlight any gaps
in knowledge to address, or you could use the format suggested here on extracts
of your choosing for quick tests, alternative assessments and planning exam
responses. The commentaries cover what a good response to the text could
include and can be used for classroom discussion, to support independent
study, or as part of students’ revision.

tales?
day or historical morality
morphs into a morality
thriller at first but it
looks like a detective
tale? An Inspector Calls
Calls obviously a morality

of other modern
Can learners think

Teacher Resource

This guide gives you ways to cut through your modern text with suggested
reading, writing and speaking and listening activities. Activities include both
individual and group work so there is a range of options for classroom and home
learning. The aim is to promote independent reading skills so that students
are confident in identifying themes, choosing the best ‘moments’ in a text and
supporting their views with strong textual evidence. The resources focus on
understanding what is meant by critical reading and developing critical reading
skills, making links between texts and analysing language, form, structure and
context. The guide also includes unseen texts for practice purposes.
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Is An Inspector
tale.

/8182.html

Start playing the BBC

bc.co.uk/learningzone/clips

film at 3.00 http://www.b

is a
If An Inspector Calls
morals
morality tale, what
does it try to teach?

of the play
How is the director
in the BBC clip emphasising
is a
that An Inspector Calls
morality tale?

in Act 1:
Arthur Birling advocates
The contrary to everything
else’
look after everybody
‘Everybody has to
in a hive’
together like bees
his own’
We are ‘all mixed up
look after himself and
his own business and
man must not ‘mind
should take
Community. That a
actions and that we
our
for
that we are accountable
The play also teaches
responsibility for them.
that she is
in sack-cloth, he shows has vowed
except Sheila covered
outset and
By having all the characters admitted her responsibility from the
she has
(ie: rich or poor).
redeemed because
like it again to anyone
never to do anything

Resource 2b.
sheet.
Question 1 on the
use
scene and answer
message. They can
the clip of the closing
out the play’s moral
in when
play that would draw
the whole family joined start).
ways to stage the
at the start of the play
(at the
up with alternative
says what – for instance family were of the same mind as Birling
Ask learners to come
they can alter who
that the
stage directions, costumes, and George Bernard Shaw to show
H.G. Wells
Birling mentioned

Hand out Activity 1

Sheet from Learner

Ask learners to watch

in context
phrase or sentence
significance of a word,
understanding the
the details of a text,
explore deeper implications
• Pay attention to
literal level and also
reading.
ability to read at a
g
g of context to inform
• Demonstrate the
to enhance their understandin
a text, using an understandin
and evaluatively on
and qualities in order
• Reflect critically
texts, comparing features
and contrasts between
• Make connections
of contexts.

Activity 2

caricatures
characters who are
in
that Dickens creates
weigh up the ways
Centre, says “If you know
and Prejudice, or you
of the English and Media
Mrs Bennet in Pride
Barbara Bleiman, co-director
when you read about
to use that knowledge.”
what that means, then
and you understand
Jane Eyre, you are able
definition of
presents Mrs Reed in
– ask learners for their
which Charlotte Bronte
or ‘Caricature politician’
‘Caricature celebrity’
search using the term
Do a Google image

Caricature

caricature.
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Teacher Guide

The Strange Case
of Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde
by
Robert Louis Steve
nson
Part 1
GCSE (9-1) English

AO1

AO2

AO2

AO4

Literature Assessmen
t Objectives:

Read, understand
and respond to texts.
Students should be
able to:
• maintain a critical
style and develop
an
informed personal
response
• use textual references,
including quotations,
to support and illustrate
interpretations.
Analyse the language,
form and structure
used
by a writer to create
meaning and effects,
using relevant subject
terminology where
appropriate.
Show understandi
ng of the relationship
s
between texts and
the contexts in which
they
were written.

Use a range of vocabulary
and sentence for
clarity, purpose and
effect,
spelling and punctuation with accurate
.

For the OCR GCSE
(9-1) English Literature
paper 1,
candidates have the
option to choose an
extract
based question on
their 19th century
set text;
they will have an extract
for close study and
then
be required to show
how the extract relates
to
the text as a whole.
The commentaries
that follow
help prepare students
for this type of question
by focusing on specifics
of key extracts and
ways
in which they can
be related to the structure
of
the text as a whole.
The passages themselves
are
longer than those
learners will find in
the exam
because the purpose
of this resource is to
engage
with the craft and
purpose of the texts
themselves
rather than provide
practice in answering
exam
questions. However,
the skills-based approach
will be entirely appropriate
for answering exam
questions on shorter
extracts.
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Responding to unseen texts – Delivery guide
Link to Responding to unseen texts – Delivery guide

Learner Resource
independently

This guide gives students a clear framework for responding to poetry and modern
prose unseens. It aims to build students’ confidence with reading and analysing
poetry and prose texts independently.
The earlier activities on poetry give teaching strategies to help students examine
the different layers of meaning within a poem, later introducing skills of comparative
analysis. These activities are designed to be teacher-led and involve both group and
pair work.

1

extract
See
page 9

– it can be done
be led by the teacher
a class activity to
The different stages
This is intended as
the ability range.
it is important
ly depending on
view and ideas, but
in pairs or individual
by discussion to share
should be followed
independently.
attempt each stage
that the students
Read the following

prose text and work

Extract from The

through the suggested

Other Side of the

activities.

Hill by Ted Hughes

“We’re off now.”
us.”
“They’ll never catch

pit, where
till we’re rich.”
town, a dark reeking
“We’ll never go back
over a
looked down at the
sat on the hilltop and
They had already come
The three of them
in a raked-out campfire.
glowing like embers
the first lights were
like
side of the hill lay…
brain behind spectacles
mile. And on the other
linnet and his great
eat and
his thin legs like a
and leaves you could
Well, Brian knew. With
knew just what roots
and so could tell
it all worked out. He
the constellations
oyster shells, he had
on a slab. He knew
of a log, by
you out like a cod
to make a canoe out
which would stretch
said he knew how
him completely.
travel in at night. He
and Bloodnut, trusted
which direction to
The other two, Bert
fires.
little
with
up.”
burning it hollow
got to keep our strength
had
asked Bert. “We’ve
and a banana. Brian
“When shall we eat?”
had a packet of dates
Bloodnut
a tin of tongue.
He had cheese and
us
going. They’ll be after
nothing.
we’ve got to keep
something.”
indignantly. “Eat? Tonight
eat. Then we’ll hunt
“Eat?” demanded Brian
Safe. Then we can
a
to be far away by morning.
wishing he had brought
by eleven. We want
pocket. He was already
the shilling in his back
Bloodnut fingered
were no
at the sky but there
up
meat pie.
looked
Brian
got up.
up. The other two
“Come on.” Brian got
from the town.
in the direction away
stars yet. He led off
garden bird
linnet – small British
grouping
constellation – star

Suggested activities
1.

The other activities are perfect for independent study or homework. The writing
activities, for example, are broken down into shorter questions to help students focus
on different aspects of the text, particularly recognising literary devices and how to
comment constructively on their effects. All activities can be adapted to fit with your
own choice of texts.

3 Reading a prose

2.
3.

extract.
is happening in this
briefly explaining what
reader?
Write a short paragraph
speech – on you, the
– written in direct
linnet and
of the first three sentences
his thin legs like a
What is the effect
this
in the sentence ‘With
description of Brian
worked out.’ How does
shells, he had it all
Consider the physical
spectacles like oyster
character?
his great brain behind
interpretation of Brian’s
description affect your
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You may also like
Digital Poetry Anthology
Our Digital Poetry Anthology provides free creative and interactive resources for all
of the 45 poems in our anthology, including lots of ideas to use in planning, teaching
and homework setting.
Register for the Digital Poetry Anthology

Set text delivery guides
Our delivery guides to support set text study and key skill development through
a range of activities.

Exploring Contexts – Delivery guide and resources pack
This guide and accompanying and accompanying zip file of resources look at why
context so crucial to students’ understanding of their texts. The ideas here help
students to understand the different ways that context is interpreted in relation
to their set texts and how it is assessed in the exams.

Assessment preparation pack
GCSE (9–1)

ENGLISH LITE

Teacher Guide 1
Exploring context – modern texts
Instructions and answers for teachers

ASSESSMEN

Guide 1: Handout 1’ and ‘Teacher
These instructions should accompany the OCR resources ‘Teacher
Guide 1: Handout 2’, which support OCR GCSE (9–1) English Literature.

ASSESSMEN



cultural contextual factors
of a word, phrase or sentence in
pay attention to the details of a text – understanding the significance
context.

are set, for example, those relating to
Critical reading skills: learners reflect on the contexts in which texts
social and cultural situations or experiences.
Learners:
of context to inform reading.
reflect critically and evaluatively on a text, using an understanding


Associated materials:

‘Teacher Guide 1: Handout 1’ and ‘Teacher Guide 1: Handout 2’

activity sheets.

N MATERIA

LS

COMPONENT
TEXT TYPE
J352/01
Section A:
Exploring modern
MARKS/ASSESSME
and literary heritage Modern text prose
NT OBJECTIV
or drama: two-part
ES
Section A:
texts
question
Part a) 20 marks:
Part b) 20 marks: AO1, AO3, AO2
Section B:
AO1, AO2
19th century
novel: choice
Section B:
of extract based
discursive essay
or
40 marks: AO1,
J352/02
AO2, AO3, AO4
Section A:
Exploring poetry
and Themed
Shakespeare
poetry cluster
from OCR poetry
Section A:
two-part question
anthology :
Part a) 20 marks:
Part b) 20 marks: AO2, AO1
AO1, AO2
Section B:
Shakespeare
play:
Section B:
discursive essay choice of extract based
or
40 marks: AO1,
AO2, AO3, AO4
Text in bold –
dominant Assessmen
t Objectives

of aspects of plot,
Comprehension skills: learners are able to articulate their understanding
literal and implied meaning.
characterisation, events and settings, and to distinguish between
Learners:
are able to respond to social and/or
reflect critically and evaluatively on their reading and, if relevant,


RATURE (J35
2)

T PREPARATIO

T OVERVIEW

ASSESSMEN
Candidates are
AO1

AO2

AO3
April 2015

AO4

T OBJECTIVE

S

expected to
demonstrate
the following
in the context
Read, understan
of the content
d
described:
Students should and respond to texts.
be able to:
• Maintain
a critical style
and develop
response
an informed
personal
• Use textual
reference
illustrate interpreta s, including quotation
s, to support
tions.
and
Analyse the
language
to create meanings , form and structure
used by a writer
and effects,
terminology
where appropria using relevant subject
te.
Show understan
ding of the relationsh
the contexts
ips between
in which they
texts and
were written.
Use a range
of vocabular
y and sentence
purpose and
structures for
effect, with accurate
clarity,
spelling and
punctuation.

This zip file pack contains contains practical strategies and sample activities to help
students revise and prepare for the exams.

New resources to support you
Instructions for using ExamBuilder

1
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This new guide provides instructions for the different ways you can construct your
own question papers for Components 1 and 2 using Exam Builder. The guidance
covers creation of mock papers and constructing papers based on set text
exploration or key skills to use as alternative assessments.

Student guide
This guide helps students to understand the common pitfalls in the exams and
includes a revision checklist so they can keep track of the content and skills they’ve
covered.

Assessment materials
Access past papers, mark schemes and examiners’ reports here.

Professional development
Access materials from our Improving your delivery: Targeting strong pass
performance webinar to support students in improving their exam skills and
in understanding what they need to do to move from Level 3 to Level 4 in the
mark schemes.

Find an event
See our range of professional development courses using the ‘Find an event’
search tool.
We’re now running all our CPD training online rather than face-to-face. Future
courses will be in the form of a webinar, offering the same high-quality
training as our face-to-face training. If you have any questions, please email
professionaldevelopment@ocr.org.uk

2
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Cambridge Assessment resources
Our digital resources on Resource Plus, which are normally available by subscription
only, are currently available to everyone in our global community free of charge.
Resource Plus gives you access to high quality videos, ready-made lesson plans and
teaching materials that you can use to help your students learn and prepare for their
exams. We also offer Resource Plus materials that are designed for you to share with
your students.
On here you’ll find teaching packs for Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth and Jane Eyre,
plus packs to help students with tackling unseen prose and poetry:
•
Unseen prose – tone and voice
•
Unseen prose – writer’s techniques
•
Unseen poetry – personal response

Publisher materials
A Christmas Carol pack

Oxford University Press lesson packs
OUP have put together free lesson packs, available to download from their website.
The GCSE English Literature packs cover Animal Farm, An Inspector Calls, A Christmas
Carol, Jekyll and Hyde, Romeo and Juliet and Macbeth.

Rom

eo an
d Julie

hers aand
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Other resources
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t

Here you can access EMC revision packs for OCR. The set texts covered include A
Christmas Carol and Jekyll and Hyde, as well as the ‘OCR Revision Bundle’.

The British Library – Discovering Literature
The Discovering Literature site has resources that cover the 19th century novels –
including Jane Eyre and Jekyll and Hyde – as well as materials for modern drama
and Shakespeare, such as An Inspector Calls and Macbeth. PDF packs are free and
available to download. The site also includes bite-sized films (scroll down the playlist
to see the all the novels) to help students to understand contexts for A Christmas
Carol, Great Expectations, Pride and Prejudice, Jane Eyre, and some of the poetry.
The British Library’s Learning websites also have a huge range of free resources
and ready-to-use materials.

The RSC – Free online productions
The RSC have broadcasted six of their productions for free via BBC iPlayer and
Marquee TV– all four of our set Shakespeare plays are included. They’ve also
expanded their learning zone which includes games and videos to help
students revise.
Link to RSC’s Culture in Quarantine

Audiopi Set text podcasts
These podcasts and audio tutorials can support students with independent study,
consolidating their understanding of the set texts, and provide a platform for debate
and discussion with classmates.
Audiopi have made their podcasts freely available to schools until 1 October 2020.
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Keep connected
In our blog, Clarifying context in GCSE and A Level English Literature, we take a closer
a look at what context really means and how students can make effective use of it in
their responses.
If you’re looking for more practical ideas on how to get your students ready for the
exams, have a read of our How to prepare your students for GCSE English Literature
blog. Here we take a look at different revision tools and share top tips from our
examiners.
For more in-depth exam preparation advice, revisit our Get exam ready blog series.
In these four blogs we look more closely at some of the key aspects of assessment:
using quotations, comparing texts, choosing another ‘moment’ or poem and
developing a personal, critical voice.

Get in touch
You can contact the English team at:
English@ocr.org.uk
01223 553998
@OCR_English
Don’t forget to sign up for email updates
for the latest news, CPD events and teaching
and assessment resources.

Keeley Nolan
Subject Advisor for
English Literature

www.ocr.org.uk
OCR Customer Support Centre
General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality
assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored.
© OCR 2020 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA. Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.
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