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A Level Religious Studies - H573/04 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report 

Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper 4 series overview 
The Developments in Islamic Thought paper assesses the AO1 and AO2 skills of knowledge and 
understanding and evaluation/analysis. To do well in this paper candidates needed to show that they 
were fully in control of the question. They could do this by demonstrating a very good level of knowledge 
and understanding of the topics covered and be able to discuss them confidently. Their evaluation skills 
needed to show development and critical analysis.  

Candidates that did well on this paper exhibited either good depth or breadth of knowledge, with a few 
showing both breadth and depth – these were the candidates who achieved a Level 6. Candidates who 
did less well on this paper exhibited a fairly superficial level of knowledge of the topics covered. They 
also lacked the appropriate skills of critical analysis. 
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Question 1  

This was a reasonably popular question and responses covered a range of levels. The majority of 
candidates achieved between Levels 3 and 5. A small number of responses achieved the highest level 
with a relatively small number being given the lowest levels. Overall candidates could have benefited 
from a greater level of knowledge of specific Qur’anic teachings on religious tolerance. 

AO1: The majority of candidates knew of the Qur’anic quote referring to ‘no compulsion in religion’ and 
were able to discuss, to some extent, the implications of this for religious tolerance. The question was 
asking candidates to focus on tolerance of other religions (religious tolerance). The weaker responses 
were those which used a more general definition of religious tolerance – taking it to mean tolerance 
within Islam generally. This can be seen in the candidate’s response in Exemplar 1. These candidates 
were unlikely to get higher than a Level 3 as they were addressing the general topic rather than focusing 
on the specific question.  

The stronger candidates were those who exhibited a wide-ranging knowledge of Qur’anic 
quotes/teachings on religious tolerance – demonstrating breadth. A few candidates also showed good 
depth of knowledge by explaining the differing ways that one teaching might be interpreted.  

 

AO2: There were some excellent responses giving detailed arguments on both sides of the debate. 
Others needed to provide a wider range of arguments or develop them further. The stronger responses 
showed a good understanding of how human interpretation may result in the same quote being used for 
both sides of the argument. They were able to develop these by giving specific examples. A significant 
number of candidates used the ‘people of the book’ to argue that the Qur’anic teachings do encourage 
religious tolerance. Only a few developed this by highlighting the fact that this teaching is only relevant to 
Jews and Christians not other faiths and what this might mean for religious tolerance. 

Exemplar 1 
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Question 2 

This was answered by a significant number of candidates, the majority of whom had at least a 
reasonable understanding of Jibril’s role in Muhammad’s pbuh revelations. 

AO1: The majority of candidates appeared to have a reasonably sound understanding of the importance 
of angels in Islam. It was also clear that most had a good understanding of the role Jibril played in 
revealing the Qur’an. Some of the weaker responses focused too much on just giving a narrative 
description of the revelations. This limited the marks they were given as this misses the point of the 
question.  

The strongest responses were from those candidates who also demonstrated a knowledge of the 
message given to previous prophets and Jibril’s role in these. 

 

AO2: Candidates answers covered the range of levels, with a small number reaching a Level 6 for 
evaluation and analysis. The best responses provided a variety of arguments covering both sides of the 
debate or were able to develop a few arguments in greater depth. Quite a few candidates discussed the 
nature of God and how his omnipotence enabled him to communicate His messages with or without 
angels. There were, however, a greater number of arguments for the quote than there were against it 
with some only arguing this side of the debate. This showed that not all candidates fully understood the 
demands of the question. Critical analysis could have been strengthened by discussing how the nature 
of angels may have been an important factor, especially in the delivery of Muhammad’s pbuh message.  

Those achieving the highest level also demonstrated an appreciation of how, arguably, a variety of 
factors all played their part in the delivery of God’s message – not just the angel Jibril. 
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Question 3 

This was a popular question with a few candidates writing excellent responses, gaining a Level 6 for both 
the AO1 and the AO2 elements. The majority of candidates clearly had a sound knowledge of the 
position of women during the days of ignorance (jahiliyya). A number of the weaker responses focused 
more/solely on the position of women in Islam generally. 

AO1: Most candidates demonstrated, at least, a reasonable knowledge of the social status of women 
during the days of ignorance and were able to give some evidence as to how this was improved in early 
Islam. In order to get higher marks, however, some candidates could have avoided too much narrative 
and summarised their points more successfully.  

The weakest responses talked primarily about the position of women in Islam generally, with little or no 
reference to early Islam, as can be seen in this Exemplar 2. 

A significant number of responses demonstrated a good understanding of how some of Muhammad’s 
pbuh wives (Khadijah, Hafsa and Aishah) could be used to illustrate the importance of women in early 
Islam. A few candidates also referred to Qur’anic teachings on the issue. While this wasn’t essential it 
showed breadth of knowledge making higher marks more likely. 

 

AO2: Candidates that didn’t reach the higher Levels (5 & 6) would have benefited from a greater variety 
of arguments on both sides of the debate. A large number of candidates used the example of the 
Prophet’s pbuh wives to support the argument that women weren’t of little importance in early Islam. This 
argument could have been developed further by contrasting their position with the position of women 
generally in early Islam. This was something that the stronger candidates were able to do and in doing 
so demonstrated a greater level of critical analysis. 
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Exemplar 2 
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Question 4 

This was the least popular of the four questions, however, a reasonable number of candidates did opt to 
answer it. A few candidates were not entirely sure of what secularisation meant and this clearly had an 
effect on their total marks. Overall, a greater use of specific examples illustrating the impact of 
secularisation on the Muslim world would have been beneficial. 

AO1: The majority of candidates were able to confidently explain what secularisation was, however, 
there were a small number of candidates who couldn’t. This clearly impacted on the number of marks 
that they were able to achieve.  

Overall most candidates would have benefited from a greater knowledge and understanding of the 
Muslim world as a combination of Islamic states, secular Muslim states and the Muslim diaspora living in 
secular Western states. A small minority of responses did refer to these three and by doing so 
demonstrated a comprehensive understanding of the issue. It was these candidates who achieved the 
highest levels. 

Candidates who scored lower were unable to refer to specific examples/case studies of secularisation 
and indicate how these might impact on the Muslim world. A greater level of depth and/or breadth would 
have allowed these candidates to achieve higher marks. 

 

AO2: Generally, candidates seemed more able to argue for secularisation being a threat to the Muslim 
world than it not. The most common argument being that secular countries may allow for behaviour that 
is considered unacceptable (haram) in Islam. Some candidates would have gained more marks if they 
had been able to develop this argument further or added other arguments – to show a greater level of 
evaluation or critical analysis. 

There were a few excellent responses demonstrating well-developed evaluation skills and offering a fully 
justified conclusion. A small number of candidates, for example, were able to show an appreciation of 
how secularisation can actually benefit the Muslim world by providing individual Muslims with a stronger 
test of faith. The result of this is a strengthened Muslim world. It is this level of analysis that is likely to be 
given the higher levels.  

  

 11 © OCR 2019 



Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level 
and Cambridge Nationals. 

It allows you to:

• review and run analysis reports on exam performance 

• analyse results at question and/or topic level*

• compare your centre with OCR national averages 

• identify trends across the centre 

• facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses 

• identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle 

• help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/ 

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

CPD Training
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website. 

www.ocr.org.uk
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OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

General qualifications
Telephone 01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk
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OCR Customer Support Centre

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
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