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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. A selection of candidate 
answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused difficulty and why the 
difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination technique, or any other 
identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper R051 series overview 
The January 2020 paper produced a full range of quality, in terms of candidate responses, with some 
excellent scripts generating marks in the mid-50s, while others were only in the mid-teens.  

Questions where candidates were required to link elements in a table with a range of alternative 
responses allowed candidates to gain marks more easily than questions where they were required to 
offer more descriptive responses. Barriers and solutions questions are being handled much more 
successfully than in the early series of this unit, as is the case with the extended question. However, 
there are still basic errors being made by many candidates in terms of examination technique, many of 
which are identified within this report. 

Centres are advised to ‘buy back’ higher scoring scripts from the centre and use these as exemplar 
material for both staff and student training. The OCR Interchange Active Results also allows for further 
scrutiny of a centre’s marks both from an internal perspective and for a comparison against the national 
average and trend. 
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Question 1 

 

A generally well scoring question, with many candidates gaining maximum marks. Those who did not 
gain the 4 marks on offer tended to select the incorrect response for the user groups; children and 
working couples. 
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Question 2 (a) 

 

Identification of the fact that there could be a lack of role models in netball allowed numerous candidates 
to gain 1 mark. Unfortunately, there were a number of responses that simply repeated the statements in 
the stem of the question; 

Working hours…..’Ashalina works full time so can’t play netball’. 

Transport……’She can’t drive and the team is 10 miles away’. 

Neither comment gains a mark, as each is simply a repetition of statements contained in the stem. 
Candidates should be instructed not to repeat a term, phrase or statement from the stem or actual 
question in their description or explanation. The following are examples of more appropriate responses; 

Working hours…..’Ashalina has a lack of free time’ 

Transport………’She has a lack of transport so is unable to get to the netball club’. 
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Question 2 (b) 

 

Increase the use of female role models, provide free transport and learn to drive were comments often 
used to produce maximum scoring answers. 

Candidates should be encouraged to think logically when offering solutions to any questions dealing with 
solutions to barriers. ‘Change her job’ or ‘work less hours’ are not realistic solutions to the scenario 
presented in this question. 

 

Question 3 

 

Very few candidates gained maximum marks for this question. The question requires candidates to 
explain how boxing is influenced, in terms of its popularity, by both the success of professional 
performers and the provision for boxing. So, to simply name Anthony Joshua or suggest that boxers 
make lots of money does not deal with why this would impact on the popularity of boxing. Exemplar 1 
below illustrates a well-constructed answer.  

Additionally, a significant number of candidates did not know the meaning of the word provision, in the 
context of this question and wrote about areas such as, role models and the acceptability of boxing. 
There was also a tendency to simply repeat the word provision in the response, for example; ‘the more 
provision the better it will be’. 
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Exemplar 1 

 

Question 4 

 

Participation and teamwork are the correct answers to this question. Unfortunately, many candidates did 
perhaps not read the question fully, whereby they were asked to circle the words that are not Olympic 
and Paralympic values but circled any of the other values, all of which are Olympic and Paralympic 
values. 

 

Question 5 

 

Swimming is the only correct answer to this question. 
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Question 6 

 

In this question, candidates were required to identify the strategy used by WADA to try and prevent the 
use of performance enhancing drugs and then, in their description, illustrate how that strategy is actually 
implemented. Those candidates scoring well on this question did exactly that, as seen in Exemplar 2, 
while others wrote the description within their example and then simply repeated the description. 

Exemplar 2 

 

Question 7 

 

While this question allowed many candidates to gain some marks, though reference to the belief that the 
sport is known for cheating and/or there might be a reduction in participation or spectatorship; there were 
a number of instances where candidates focused on individual performers rather than the reputation of a 
sport, thereby gaining no credit. 
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Question 8 (a) 

 

Most candidates were able to identify ways that the media can affect the growth of an emerging sport, by 
referring to factors such as role models, awareness and funding. However, a significant number did not 
describe the fact that a lack of media coverage, relating to these factors, would lead to limited/reduced 
growth of an emerging sport. Exemplar 3 illustrates how both elements of the question have been 
included in the maximum scoring candidate response. 

Exemplar 3 

 

 

Question 8 (b) 

 

A generally well answered question, with Ultimate Frisbee, American Football and Handball being 
candidate preferred choices. 
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Question 9 

 

Linking the correct value to a range of examples, in table format, allowed access to marks for virtually all 
candidates, with scores on this question generally ranging between 3 and 5. 
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Question 10 (a) 

 

A generally well answered question, with most candidates gaining at least 2 marks. Where maximum 
marks were not gained, the greatest confusion lay in the identification of the correct legacy for; ‘Increase 
in commercial benefits’ and ‘Improving transport systems’. 

 

Question 10 (b) 

 

The main focus of this question relates to drawbacks during a major sporting event and while there were 
numerous answers gaining the 2 marks on offer, citing terrorism, crime, pollution and traffic congestion, 
other responses referred to the pre-event bidding process or the post event effects, thereby gaining no 
marks. 
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Question 11 

 

The candidates who did not gain the 1 mark on offer for this question did so as a result of only offering a 
social benefit as a legacy, as opposed to the required sporting and social. 

 

Question 12 

 

Another illustration of positive outcomes where candidates are required to complete a table which 
contains prompts. It was pleasing to see that where the example for 12(d) and 12(e) featured references 
to the FA Cup and the UEFA Champions League, the word ‘Final’ was also incorporated.  

Many candidates demonstrated a clear understanding of the features of major sporting events. Marks 
were however occasionally lost by identifying the FIFA World Cup as a regular and recurring, rather than 
a one-off event, or by failing to include both annual and the same place for 12(c). 
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Question 13 

 

For those who did not gain maximum marks the most common error was, simply stating that an 
unemployed 20 year old had no money.  
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Question 14 (a) 

 

While there was evidence of many candidates understanding the meaning of gamesmanship, many 
unfortunately did not link the illustration to a practical example. For example, time wasting, without a 
description of how this might occur in a specific sport is not credit worthy. Furthermore a number of 
candidates offered examples of sportsmanship, rather than gamesmanship. 

 

Question 14 (b) 

 

Damage to the reputation of either the sport or performer and the creation of negative role models were 
the preferred candidate reasons for elite performers not using gamesmanship.  

Those candidates who gave incorrect examples of gamesmanship in 14(a) were then further penalised 
in this question through a lack of understanding of the concept of gamesmanship. 
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Question 15 

 

 

This question has a number of factors to consider before commencement of the response.  

The question requires candidates to; focus on national governing bodies, address the three areas of 
promote, support and fund, include examples and elements covered should be explained, rather than 
just identified. 

Exemplar 4 illustrates all elements and fulfils the requirements of a top Level 3 response. 

Common errors were; a failure to focus on a national governing body but relate the response to agencies 
such as Sport England or The Premier League (and others), neither of which are a governing body. 
Many responses lacked detail and explanation but simply regurgitated the terms, ‘promote, support and 
fund’. Examples were omitted, thereby preventing access to marks beyond the middle of Level 2.  

Exemplar 4 
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Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level 
and Cambridge Nationals. 

It allows you to:

• review and run analysis reports on exam performance 

• analyse results at question and/or topic level*

• compare your centre with OCR national averages 

• identify trends across the centre 

• facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses 

• identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle 

• help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/ 

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

CPD Training
Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website. 

www.ocr.org.uk
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OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2020 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

Need to get in touch?
If you ever have any questions about 
OCR qualifications or services (including 
administration, logistics and teaching)  
please feel free to get in touch with our 
Customer Support Centre. 

Vocational qualifications
Telephone  02476 851509
Facsimile 02476 851633
Email vocational.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

www.ocr.org.uk
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? OCR Resources: the small print

OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
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