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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification  http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf ffor full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/ 
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6 – 16 marks, AO2 Level 5 – 20 marks
Total 36 marks
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Examiner commentary
This question is an open question asking for a discussion about Aristotle’s Four Causes. As noted in the mark-scheme, any analysis, 
evaluation or discussion was credit worthy. For the purposes of marking on this specification, ‘analysis’ does not require anything 
different to ‘evaluation’ or ‘discuss’. Examiners will credit any approach that answers the question and weighs up the points raised by 
the essay.

This exemplar is one approach to answering the question which explains each of the four causes with an example and then 
proceeds to weigh up their success.

This essay shows an excellent and clear understanding of each of the Four Causes, giving a relevant example for each and also 
explains how the Prime Mover is linked to the final cause. The efficient cause is accurately described as ‘shape’ and from the example 
it is clear this includes the characteristics that make something what it is. This avoids the common error which some made in the 
summer of describing the efficient cause as a ‘blue-print’. 

A further common error, avoided in this essay, was the confusion of the Prime Mover with the efficient cause. This candidate clearly 
states that Aquinas later used Aristotle’s idea of efficient cause in his Second Way (cosmological argument for the existence of God) 
and so demonstrates a skilful accuracy in chronology as well as knowledge. The Prime Mover is accurately and clearly linked to 
the final cause. The analysis of the Prime Mover highlights the differences between it and the theist God as well as demonstrating 
accurate use of technical terminology, for example the term ‘telos’. Those essays that achieved Level 6 for AO2 on this question, often 
further developed the arguments around telos and purpose. 
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The evaluation of final cause follows a similar theme to many others we saw in 2019. Using Hume’s fallacy of composition is a valid 
criticism and it is clearly and successfully argued. There is also some development of the conflict between Plato’s rationalism and 
Aristotle’s empiricism, although this could be further developed for an excellent argument.

Overall, this is a simply written but effective and successful answer to the question. 

AO1 – Level 6 – 16. There is sufficient accurate knowledge and understanding for full marks. This answer is focused directly on the 
question. 

AO2 – Level 5- 20. Compared to the other answers we saw during the standardisation process, there was enough clear and 
successful analysis with justification to push this to the top of Level 5. 

Examiner commentary continued

Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 5 – 12 marks, AO2 Level 4 – 16 marks 
Total 28 marks
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Examiner commentary
This essay begins by demonstrating an understanding, if briefly, of the context of Aristotle’s thought and indicates that the 
evaluation will incorporate a comparison with Plato. This was typical of one of the approaches to this question.

The material cause is explained, using the example of the chair and the analysis here considers the contrast with Plato’s distrust 
of the senses. The final cause is also explained accurately, although the following evaluation may indicate a slight conflation with 
Aquinas. The next paragraph is more successful in evaluating the idea of purpose, using the common examples of male nipples and 
appendix. We were not quite sure why the candidate chose hamsters as an example! Hamsters may have been discussed in class, 
but as the examiner was not there cannot really understand why it has been added.  It is always useful to explain reasons fully to 
help develop the point and show greater justification. 

There is further consideration and generally successful analysis attempted by comparing Aristotle’s views with Plato, supported by 
Kant. 

The candidate shows they know about the efficient and final cause. Although not in as much detail as the material and final cause, 
there is enough here to give the impression of accurate understanding. 

The evaluation continues using connectives to link paragraphs and some further interesting examples. These serve to exhibit the 
candidate’s thinking and show consideration of different views with some development and justification. To improve AO2, the point 
that not everything needs an efficient cause could have been further developed, for example by using an example of the random, 
chance appearance of atoms in quantum physics. 

The conclusion reflects the evaluation seen in the essay.
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Overall, there is sufficient accurate knowledge and understanding of the four causes to gain Level 5, 12 marks for AO1. For AO2, the 
analysis is generally successful, it mostly works but does not have the coherence or clarity for Level 5. It gained Level 4 – 16 marks for 
AO2. 

Examiner commentary continued
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6 – 16 marks, AO2 Level 6 – 24 marks
Total 40 marks
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Examiner commentary
An impressive start to the essay, immediately gets to the point of the question and begins a line of argument, suggesting 
scholarship and theories that will be expanded on later in the essay. 

The first paragraph gives an interesting line of argument about evolution, chance and the idea of creation, ending with a similar 
point to Tennant’s anthropic principle (picked up later in the essay too). 

The second main paragraph begins by touching on Aquinas’ fifth way and accurately identifies both this and Paley’s teleological 
argument as centring on purpose (hence ‘telos’). Instead of a copious description of the watch or archer/arrow, the paragraph is 
structured by the argument and is particularly pertinent in its assessment of induction, using Hume’s criticisms. This is an example 
of a candidate that is in control of the material, fully comprehends and focuses on the question, and shows deep understanding 
through their own nuanced approach. The minor technical issue confusing Hume with Borel’s infinite monkey theorem is ignored. 
Other candidates replaced this with Hume’s particles or his ‘Epicurean Hypothesis’ that given infinite time, eventually particles would 
create order such as our world appears to have. Nevertheless, the premise of chance is again analysed and further countered with a 
version of Tennant’s anthropic principle. 

There was a common use this summer of Ockham’s Razor (do not multiply entities beyond necessity), most often in a simplified form 
and not always of benefit to the development of analysis. Although there are more relevant and sophisticated arguments that could 
have replaced it, the candidate here uses the point well to further their line of reasoning. 

The conclusion is an excellent example of one way to finish an essay, avoiding the pitfalls of simply repeating what has been said. 
Instead, there is successful weighing up of and evaluation of the line of argument. 

Overall a skilful deployment of knowledge and understanding, led by a coherently developed, justified argument with detailed 
assessment of the issues. 

This is a confident answer that shows control of the material. Any minor technical issues are ignored. This deserved and achieved full 
marks for both AO1 and AO2.
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Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 4 – 10 marks, AO2 Level 4 – 16 marks
Total 26 marks
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Examiner commentary
The essay begins with an outline of two sides of the debate, although there is no indication at this stage which way the candidate 
will argue. The essay then proceeds to flip back and forth in successive paragraphs between (mostly accurate) arguments for design 
and critique of them. Selection of relevant material is therefore good and used appropriately. 

The section on Paley’s watch is mostly accurate and reasonable because it focuses on complexity. To improve AO1 here, the essay 
could have engaged with the underlying thesis of purpose and linked it to examples from within the world, just as Paley used the 
example of the eye with the purpose of seeing or the bird’s wing with the purpose of flight. However, there is some evaluation at the 
end of the paragraph that addresses the question of design versus chance. 

The next paragraph uses Hume’s criticisms to analyse Paley. Again, knowledge and understanding of Hume is solid. The evaluation 
is generally successful because it makes comments following each of Hume’s points and attempts to analyse them in terms of 
chance, so there is some development. However, it could be improved by adding further justification of each statement perhaps by 
developing more detailed reasoning or suggesting a supporting or counter argument. 

The penultimate paragraph returns to the argument from design using an interpretation of Tennant’s anthropic principle, material 
that was commonly used this summer. It is further supported by use of the biblical account of creation, again a valid point. 

The conclusion, although listing points, is attempting to evaluate and weigh up, explaining (finally) simple reasons why they agree 
with Paley and Tennant and disagree with Hume. 

Overall, the essay addresses the question well, selection of material is relevant and reasonably detailed. It shows solidly good analysis 
and evaluation which is generally successful and clear. It fulfils all the criteria for Level 4 in both AO1 and AO2 – 10 and 16 marks. To 
reach Level 5, knowledge needs a little more accuracy and depth, and views, though clearly stated would need more development 
and reasoning. 
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