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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification  http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf ffor full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/ 
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 5 – 11 marks, AO2 Level 5 – 17 marks
Total 28 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate recognises that the quote in the question is likely to be the view of emotivism. A clear line of argument is given in the 
introduction. The first main paragraph explains emotivism using an example to show understanding. The naturalistic fallacy and G 
E Moore’s example of the colour yellow are used to counter emotivism although both of these points could be explored in a little 
more detail. The use of Plato is clever although again perhaps underdeveloped.

The theory of intuitionism is clearly presented and the candidate uses this to show a problem with emotivism. The penultimate 
paragraph is perhaps the strongest paragraph in the essay referencing a fear of subjectivity which is illustrated by reference to 
Darwin and Russell, The candidate then counters this by explaining that morality would thus be reduced to a trivial matter if the 
emotivists are correct and this is unacceptable. The conclusion could be a little better focused; it may lead to a slight worry that the 
candidate is not totally focused on the question.

The knowledge and understanding is Level 5 overall – very good but not complex or nuanced. The argument at times is very clear 
but not consistently so throughout the question and leads the examiner to the Level 4/5 border. It gets 17 – benefit of doubt.
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Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 4 – 8 marks, AO2 Level 3 – 11 marks
Total 19 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction is a little clunky. The candidate has mostly understood what emotivism is saying although the explanation is not 
full or precise. The example of murder shows understanding although Ayer himself would not specifically refer to emotivism as a 
boo hooray theory. The candidate rejects the emotivism by arguing that we can see consequences of actions, the phrasing that ‘this 
borders on insulting’ may suggest that the point of emotivism is not fully understood. Although naturalism is put forward, there is 
not really an argument for or against this position or emotivism, they are left side-by-side. 

The penultimate paragraph again begins with the candidate’s incredulity that moral statements are not statements of fact. Some 
argument then follows regarding God and rationality. This is a valid and interesting approach - there is something in this - but is not 
sufficiently developed. 

The knowledge and understanding just about reaches Level 4 as the understanding of emotivism and naturalism is mostly accurate. 
The argument is less successful, at times views are just asserted which would be Level 2 but there is some implicit argument in the 
penultimate paragraph which leads to Level 3.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6 – 16 marks, AO2 Level 6 –- 24 marks
Total 40 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction make some relevant points some of which are not actually fully addressed in the essay, but are credited here.

Freud’s view on the conscience is clearly understood there is good use of technical terms throughout the paragraph on Freud, the 
candidate clearly understands guilt and the superego. The understanding shown is clear and nuanced. There is a clear contrast given 
with Aquinas whose views are also clearly understood. The examiner may have a slight worry that this is very AO1 driven at this point 
but there is subtle argument where the candidate talks about what Freud successfully does in contrast to Aquinas. 

The candidate advances a clear argument regarding Freud’s view of the conscience being secular and explaining why people have 
different views of right and wrong which Aquinas is unable to do. 

Aquinas and Freud’s views are cleverly linked to meta ethics and the contrast is drawn between cognitive and non-cognitive ideas. 
The candidate draws on the ideas of Fromm to offer an improvement to the ideas of Freud before advancing the conclusion that 
both Freud and Aquinas are ultimately unsuccessful.

The AO1 excellent – there are no inaccuracies and complexity and detail is shown. Top of Level 6.

The AO2 shows depth, developed points are discussed and the issue at hand is evaluated. Again we were at the top of Level 6.
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Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 3 – 6 marks, AO2 Level 3 – 10 marks
Total 16 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction plants the worry that this essay may not necessarily be focused on Freud. The main paragraph explaining Freud’s 
view on the conscience has some knowledge but is at times vague or inaccurate: in a feeling of rightness and wrongness is not 
precise and describing Id, ego and Superego as three categories of conscience is mistaken. The final sentence where the candidate 
states that superego was affected by external authorities is perhaps the best part of the paragraph. The candidate asserts that the 
Oedipus complex is a flaw in Freud’s approach but does not say why this should be the case. The paragraph on Piaget is actually 
clearer than the work on Freud, the candidate suggests that this is more helpful than Freud but again we are not told why.

Theological views of conscience from Newman booklet are offered and there is some argument here as the candidate objects that 
if God is the source of conscience then there is no explanation for evil acts that people commit. There is a little implicit evaluation in 
the conclusion and points such as different views of right and wrong could have been developed in a stronger essay.

This is typical of a Level 3 essay, the knowledge of Freud and other thinkers is a little more than basic but cannot be described 
as good. The argument is not developed, views are mainly asserted but there is a little implicit analysis towards the end of the 
penultimate paragraph and in the conclusion. Just enough for Level 3.
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