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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6 – 16 marks, AO2 Level 6 – 24 marks
Total 40 marks
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Examiner commentary
The context of inter-faith dialogue is clearly stated at the start of the essay. It is clear that the idea of Christian communities is going 
to be interpreted broadly, rather than thinking about church communities, for example. This was an appropriate reading of the 
question.

The first paragraph picks up on the context explored in the introduction and looks at Hick’s pluralism. There is a careful building of 
the discussion to a very successful mini-conclusion at the end of the paragraph, drawn back to the question. 

The bridge to the next paragraph is sophisticated and a similar control of the material is evident in the paragraph about Roman 
Catholicism.

There is a nuanced approach to Scriptural Reasoning (generally well-covered this summer) in stating that its methods have not 
been fully realised or perfected yet but the contribution of its approach is explored well. This eventually leads to a very successful 
conclusion that inter-faith dialogue is beneficial both in the consideration of the similarities and the differences – an excellent and 
mature approach to the topic.

This essay achieved full marks for both judgements and did so in just three pages of writing, which is entirely possible: length is not 
necessarily a sign of success. The economy of language is superb and each paragraph is clearly structured as a thoughtful discussion 
that builds towards the conclusion. Level 6 can be achieved either through a breadth of knowledge (as here) or through depth of 
knowledge.

Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 5 – 12 marks, AO2 Level 5 – 18 marks
Total 30 marks
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Examiner commentary
The essay begins with a statement about the intended direction of the response, although it is not a firm line of argument.

The first main paragraph is AO2-driven and uses AO1 well to develop the paragraph and the point on faith schools is an interesting 
way to build the argument about tolerance within society. It was decided to allow all valid interpretations of the idea of ‘Christian 
communities’, including Christian societies. 

The second main paragraph also includes a valid approach. It is arguable that one interpretation of the word ‘strengthen’ is the idea 
of ‘increase in number’. Here the candidate uses the idea of exclusivism to build the point, which is more successful than the large 
number of candidates who wrote essays that essentially tried to evaluate exclusivism, inclusivism and pluralism. One of the set 
texts for study, although wrongly named, is referred to and then discussed. The candidate may have benefitted from more intimate 
understanding of this text as well as the strengths and weaknesses of its approach. 

The final main paragraph explores the response to the question of an inclusivist or pluralist approach, although this paragraph is not 
as tight as preceding ones. The conclusion seems to come out of the argument of the essay and so there is internal consistency to 
the essay.

At AO1, the selection of material is relevant and generally used appropriately. The information used is mostly accurate, rather than 
accurate and detailed and so, although the essay gets into Level 5, it does not get to the top of the level and ended up with 12 
marks for this session.

At AO2, the development and justification of each paragraph is noted and it was felt that the argument was mostly successful, 
often with well-stated views. Although a long way from the rigours required by Level 6, the essay seems to ‘get out’ of Level 4 and so 
gained 18 marks. 
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6 – 14 marks, AO2 Level 5 – 20 marks
Total 34 marks
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Examiner commentary
The essay begins with a statement about the teaching being out of date, which seems to be the line of argument that the candidate 
will take through the essay.

The first main paragraph, although wrongly naming Aristotle and Plato as Christians, shows that the biblical view was standard in 
the thought of the time. It views John Paul II’s Mulieris Dignitatem in the same light. Excellent responses seen during the summer 
saw more nuance in both biblical views of women and in the modern Catholic text. There is, however, some useful discussion in the 
latter part of the paragraph.

The section on Daly and Ruether was typical of the summer – showing that thinking about women has moved on significantly more 
recently. The knowledge deployed is quite simplistic and scatters lots of points about each, although there is a good return to the 
question at the end of the paragraph.

The next paragraph looks at the modern context in a more secular environment to argue that the Ephesians passage is out of date 
and deploys useful understanding of de Beauvoir – not on the specification and not necessary for success but often well used. 

The conclusion comes as no surprise partly because the candidate’s essay is pretty one-sided (a range of arguments is as valid as 
two different sides of the argument, although the latter is often a safer bet) and it introduces new material at the end, which is rather 
abrupt.

The knowledge deployed in the essay is certainly detailed, well-selected and accurate and the essay certainly fulfils the criteria for 
Level 5. In fact, this essay was given 14 – the bottom of Level 6 – to acknowledge the breadth of material covered.

At AO2, the candidate meets the criteria for Level 5 easily. There is not enough flow and focus in the argument for Level 6, so 20 
marks.
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Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 4 – 10 marks, AO2 Level 4 – 16 marks
Total 26 marks 
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Examiner commentary
The essay begins with a simple but essentially effective introduction in the first paragraph. There is a rather sweeping accusation 
against the Catholic Church with assertion in the next paragraph. The paragraph on the Church of England builds an argument that 
some Christians are changing in their approach. 

The essay then goes on to discuss this approach, trying to explore how Christians could read the Ephesians passage and using the 
mis-named Radford Ruether to illustrate this appropriately. 

The essay then goes on to explore whether Ephesians is useful to modern life. The point is made that the passage does not match 
with what we see in modern society, using the specific example of homosexuality – this approach was frequently seen used well 
in essays this summer. The next paragraph is an attempt to discuss the notion of homosexual relationships and families and this is 
followed by consideration of the status of the Bible.

The final argument looks at gender roles and compares the passage with the motherhood discussed in Mulieris Dignitatem. There is a 
decent attempt to explore this point.

In terms of marks, which are set for each year given the nature of the paper and the candidature, it was felt that this essay’s 
exploration of gender roles and the structure of families was good and that there was a good exploration of 21st century family 
life and its relationship with the Ephesians passage. The style is simplistic but there was a lot of content present – fulfilling the 
descriptors at Level 4 and gaining 10 marks.

At AO2, there is a clear line of argument throughout but the arguments are simply stated (‘put forward’) and so there is overall a 
good demonstration of analysis and evaluation (the strapline of Level 4 for AO2). The word ‘generally’, which features through the 
Level 4 bullet points seems to describe the essay well. Thus it gains all the marks in the Level – 16.
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