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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but they do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/309306-specification-accredited-gcse-
psychology-j203.pdf for full details of the assessment for 
this qualification. These exemplar answers should also be 
read in conjunction with the sample assessment materials 
and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report to Centres 
available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.org.
uk/.

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www. 
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/). 

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/309306-specification-accredited-gcse-psychology-j203.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/309306-specification-accredited-gcse-psychology-j203.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/309306-specification-accredited-gcse-psychology-j203.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 2 (a) and (b)

Exemplar 1 1 + 1 mark

Examiner commentary
As stated in the mark scheme, this question is testing the understanding of the key stages of development.  Candidates must be 
careful to name the correct stage in full in order to gain the mark. Both questions ascertain that the candidate can apply knowledge 
about the stages to a novel source. The candidates must have a good knowledge of the theory in order to apply this to the source.

The candidate here has shown how additional information is given but no additional credit can be awarded. In this instance the 
question only requires the naming of the stage of development and not further information such as the ages.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates how the response can be concise and still gain full marks. The candidate has identified the key brain 
area – “visual cortex” - for the first mark. They have also made links with the developmental changes - “…synaptic pruning takes 
place”. These changes are then linked to the specific changes in cognitive functioning - “able to see [process] in colour”. The term 
“seeing” is weak in this context, however. The second part of the answer does not add any further detail to the response as this 
already has gained all of the marks according to the mark scheme. 

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
The command term in this question is “outline”, the candidate needs to give some detail here to gain all 3 marks. The question also 
gives specific elements that must be present for marks to be given, such as brain development and behaviour. There is no explicit 
need to name the stage according to the mark scheme, however the specific stage must be clear from the description. Lower ability 
candidates were describing cognitive development rather than neurological, as indicated in the examiners’ report.

This candidate does gain 1 mark for identification of a key brain area that is implicated in the developmental stage identified, 
childhood. The answer does not go beyond this, however. Although reference is made to the pre-frontal cortex; this is weak as it 
does not describe the development of the function accurately enough i.e. “starting to work”. Improvements could have been made 
by reference to the pruning of neurons, or simply stating the PFC goes through changes at this stage. Although an attempt at linking 
to cognitive development is given “…start to understand more” this is also very weak and limited in psychological understanding. It 
could be improved is the response discussed understanding of cause and effect, for example.
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Question 5 (a) (i)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate must give two pieces of information to gain both marks here, although no specific contextualisation is needed 
to obtain full marks, as stated in the mark scheme. The first mark is gained through identifying the method - “questionnaire”. The 
command term “describe” is utilised for the second mark, as the candidate needs to expand on the research method with some 
further detail about the questionnaires’ use, such as closed questions. 

Here the response gives both features needed, with the contextualisation offered as further description, - i.e. details of what was 
being tested.

Exemplar 2 0 marks

Examiner commentary
Although the candidate does refer to “questions” this is not in relation to the measurement of fixed or growth mindsets but rather 
maths ability. A common error for this question was to refer to the maths exam used to test for intelligence at each point in time, 
rather than the operationalising of the variable of mindset.
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Question 5 (a) (ii)

Exemplar 1 1 mark

Examiner commentary
The mark scheme states that 1 mark can be awarded for the correct answer of 46.9%. 2 marks are awarded for calculations; both 
steps of calculation are needed for both marks. In addition, if the candidate calculates using 198/373 = 53.1%, this was also given 
credit as a high percentage of candidates misinterpreted the question in this manner. Candidates should be encouraged to attempt 
questions such as this, even if their maths ability is weak, as they can gain credit for correctly identifying each step of the calculation 
needed, without the correct figure being given. It is important to note that to access all 3 marks the candidate must calculate to one 
decimal place.

This shows a good example of how a response can gain partial credit for the workings out, even when the final answer to the sum is 
wrong.
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Question 5 (b)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate clearly identifies the issue of prediction in maths scores. Although this does not refer to fixed or growth mindsets 
directly, this is not needed in this finding as the candidate is not making a comparison between the two, they are looking at the 
predictive nature of mindset in terms of maths achievement.

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This question is asking for findings but conclusions and/or results can be given credit in this question, according the mark scheme. 
However, only the first answer will be credited if the elaboration of the finding or conclusion does not reflect the finding given. 
The command term used is “describe”; for full marks the candidate is required to give an elaboration on the finding offered, simple 
identification will not be awarded both marks. Common errors here highlighted a misunderstanding of the findings. These included 
issues of gender differences in mindsets and comparisons in the number of people with fixed and growth mindsets. The examiners’ 
report shows it was a common error for candidates to fail to identify the timing or progression of maths scores. The candidate has 
identified a result –growth mindset leads to increased score in maths – but has failed to explain this in terms of the time it took for 
this increase to be seen or the progression of maths ability over time. As the research stated that there was no difference in fixed 
and growth mindset’s scores at the first point of testing, the response given cannot be awarded full marks. To improve the candidate 
should have identified that the difference between the groups appears at a later date, or that there was progress and improvement 
in those with a growth mindset, over time.
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Question 6

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response correctly identifies the fixed mindset of the student, it also goes some way to offering support and help that can be 
offered by Karen – “…using effort praise…”. No further credit is given for the description of the fixed mindset - “ …believes she is 
not clever enough…” as this does not add any further to the answer as the mark scheme states these comments are too bland and 
lacking in psychological knowledge. The final sentence also does not go far enough to gain credit – “…so she can study at A Level” is 
too vague and does not offer the reasons why this may now be possible.
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Examiner commentary
The question given here offers the candidate a chance to demonstrate they are able to apply their understanding to a novel source. 
This style of question has been seen to be a good differentiator of ability. As stated in the examiners’ report it was a minority of 
candidates who developed beyond simply stating the mindset of the student (fixed). The response must identify the mindset of the 
student from the source (fixed) and go on to describe how she can be helped. Common errors were seen when candidates did not 
give enough detail of how the student can be helped. Answers such as “so she can study at A Level” or “so she can improve” are too 
vague and do not offer any further elaboration. The mark scheme allows for the candidate to offer two separate methods to improve 
the mindset, rather than one elaborated one, for example “praise for effort” and “emphasis on hard work over final success” to obtain 
2 marks.

This is a good example of when candidates misinterpret the question. Whilst the response does reflect some knowledge of fixed 
and growth mindsets, they have failed to contextualise this, as required by the question. Karen and the student are referred to, but 
the candidate fails to answer the question of how the student can be helped. Instead of this the response describes the thought 
processes of the fixed and growth mindsets. The final line does not go far enough in describing how the student can be helped.

Exemplar 2 0 marks
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Question 7

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
As detailed in the examiners’ report, lower ability candidates demonstrated a poor grasp of the theory of Willingham, often 
confusing this in their answer with Dweck’s theory. Candidates often failed to gain credit as they offered bland statements without 
further explanation, such as “Willingham stated learning styles are a myth”, the mark scheme explicitly states these answers cannot 
be credited. Responses such as this fail to explain why the theory is considered to be insufficient. As the command term here is 
“outline”, some detail is needed. The question also asked for “…one way in which…”, this indicates that the response must give detail 
and explanation of the limitations, rather than simply stating these limitations exist. The question specifically requests “one way…”, 
therefore both parts of the answer must relate to the same criticism in order to be both awarded credit. If two discrete weaknesses 
are given, then only the first can be credited.

This response is clear in how learning should take place, contrasting this with how learning styles address learning – “learn for 
meaning…[rather] than being drilled for information”.

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
One clear criticism is offered, however this is not expanded upon and offers no outline of the limitation and how it critiques the 
learning styles theory.
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Question 8

Exemplar 1 1 mark

Examiner commentary
As stated in the examiners’ report, many responses correctly identified that nurture refers to learning, however, they did not go 
beyond this. This question requires an understanding of both nature and nurture, in the context of teaching and learning, for both 
marks. Failure to include both elements does not fully address the question which askes for an outline for this debate, including on 
one side of the debate only offers a limited explanation.

This response does give a clear indication of the nurture side of this debate, unfortunately this is then linked to mindsets and not 
learning styles. The response also only considers the nurture side on this key debate.

Exemplar 2 0 marks

Examiner commentary
This could be a response discussing an accurate limitation according to Willingham (individual differences); however this is not in 
context of the key debate of Nature vs Nurture as required by the mark scheme in order to be credited.
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Question 10 (c)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response is much clearer than exemplar 2, it links directly to quantitative data and identifies a contextualised limitation, as 
required by the mark scheme.
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Examiner commentary
Whilst most candidates were able to identify one weakness, this was not explained in enough depth for the second mark in a lot 
of cases, as stated by the examiners’ report. For example, some responses failed to link the weakness to mental health problems, 
this is a failure of contextualisation. Candidates must be aware that questions that ask about methodological issues require further 
contextualisation to demonstrate they are evaluating the concept in the question, rather than simply the research method. Some 
errors were also seen when candidates did not identify a weakness specifically of quantitative data, as required by the question.

This candidate example shows a common error for this question. The response identifies a limitation of the data collection method, 
rather than the type of data collected. The answer must be specific to quantitative data, rather than how this is gathered, such as 
self-report. Some candidates also wrongly identified a weakness as being the inaccuracy of the data gathers – for example the 
unreliability of the data due to under-reporting of mental health problems. This is a similar error to the one in this exemplar as it 
looks at data collection issues rather than issues of the type of data.

Exemplar 2 0 marks
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Question 11

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
The marks scheme states that for all 4 marks this response is required to be “detailed and coherent”. The candidate must identify 
one area or function of the brain which differs in those with schizophrenia. Some candidates failed to access all of the marks here 
as they did not give enough detail of the functioning and effect of this difference. Other common errors occurred when candidates 
identified two or more differences or mixed together one brain area with the function from another brain area. Only the first answer 
given can be credited in cases such as these. Some candidates correctly identified parts or functions of the brain that were relevant, 
however they chose issues that could not offer enough detail to access all of the marks. A good response is one that describes the 
dopamine hypothesis as this allows the candidate to give more information and access all of the marks.

This example shows importance of choosing an issue to discuss that can maximise marks. Although the candidate is correct in 
identifying the “smaller hippocampus”, there is limited information beyond this to be given on how this differs from that of a non-
schizophrenia brain. The candidate has also offered the answer describing the temporal lobes. As the question is quite specific in 
asking for “one way…” this second response cannot be marked.
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Exemplar 2 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate does identify the dopamine hypothesis; however, they fail to give enough detail. The command term here is “describe” 
and this response fails in describing the effect of the dopamine excess on the cognition and / or behaviour of the individual. To 
improve this answer the candidate should have avoided detailing the treatments, as this is not required by the question, in favour of 
detailing the effect of dopamine.
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Question 12

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response does give the reductionist argument in enough detail by describing how other explanations are also valid, such as 
nurture.

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
As this question does not require explicit contextualisation to schizophrenia if the criticism is accurate, this can be implicit in the 
answer as the mark scheme allows for generic, well developed criticisms. The answer should be relevant, however, to both the 
biological approach and schizophrenia. Some candidates did show limited understanding on how to utilise criticisms. For example, 
when using the reductionist argument to criticise the biological approach, some responses failed to describe why this was an issue, 
many simply stating that the theory “focused too much on biology” or “ignored alternative explanations”. This was a common error 
identified in the examiners’ report.  Reductionism is a valid criticism of the biological approach; however, the weakness is in the 
oversimplification of a complex issue. 

This exemplar gives an example of the reductionist argument. The response does not go further than identification of the weakness, 
as simply stating “…and not other factors…” does not give any detail of the argument in relation to the biological approach or 
schizophrenia. The candidate should have explained that the approach oversimplifies a very complex issue by only using the 
dopamine hypothesis to explain it.
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Question 13

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
The response here is also discussing imaging techniques (although this is not explicitly stated, it is clear in the answer). The candidate 
goes further than the previous one, in stating one use for such techniques – “…[ascertain the] most efficient treatment”.  This answer 
could be improved by the addition of detailing the treatment and how this can be identified though the imaging techniques. 
Candidates who make a direct link between techniques such as x-rays and medication will not gain further credit, however, as this 
technique does not allow for such developments to be made.

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
Candidates who accessed all the marks in this question did so by identifying a clear advantage of neuropsychology in practice 
and demonstrating clear understanding of this. This was done well when linked to treatments that have been development from 
neuropsychology research, although other answers also gain full credit, as stated in the examiners’ report. Candidates who simply 
stated one advantage of neuropsychology, such as the usefulness of imaging techniques, without extending this to describe what 
the usefulness is in detail (i.e. to compare to controls and identify causation/treatment patterns), failed to gain above 1 mark. The 
command term of “describe” should indicate to the candidate that further explanation is needed to access all marks.  This question 
did act as a good differentiator, however many candidates failed to gain all of the marks.

This exemplar does identify one use of neuropsychology; however, this fails to state the use of this. Whilst 1 mark is given for 
identification of imaging techniques, to gain further credit the response should go on to detail how these can be used and the 
benefits of such techniques.
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Question 15

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate has successfully identified three key elements that allowed this response to be awarded all marks; - free will is linked 
to choice of behaviour in depression, the response also describes determinism and how this is ignored. The candidate demonstrates 
a clear understanding of the debate and is able to apply this successfully to the model and also to depression.
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Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
The examiners’ report states that stronger candidates here showed a full understanding of both the debate in question and the 
theory. Those that failed to gain all marks did so due to a lack of understanding of the debate and of determinism. The response 
should include both sides of the debate and these need to be contextualised to depression and the ABC model to access all marks. 
Common errors where seen when candidates described one side of the debate within the context of the ABC model but failed to 
describe the other side of the debate in this context. Other errors included not linking the debate in question directly to depression.

Free-will is described and linked to the model in enough detail for 1 mark in this candidate response. This response in terms of free-
will demonstrates clear understanding of this and links to depression clearly; however, further marks cannot be awarded as this is 
only a part answer. This could have been improved by giving the same level of detail to the argument of determinism in relation to 
depression, as required by the mark scheme.
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Question 18

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
The nature of this question specifically requires some contextualisation to crime, according to the mark scheme. Candidates 
who gained both marks for this question where able to link the weakness directly to the criminal psychology topic, for example 
identification of social desirability as the weakness and linking this to why it might occur for measuring crime. Common errors here 
included a lack of contextualisation and also the identification of limitations of quantitative data rather than questionnaires. 

This candidate response is a good example of a concise answer that covers enough detail for both marks. The candidate identifies 
the limitation “…individual[s]…lie” then goes on to identify why this may happen in the case of crime “…scared to admit what they 
have done”. Although this not explicitly discussing crime, it is clear from the answer that this is within the context of crime.

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This response identifies the correct weakness of social desirability, but it then fails to link this to criminal psychology and why it 
may become an issue for researching crime, as required by the mark scheme. The final sentence is also very vague with a lack of 
understanding demonstrated of validity and reliability. Candidates should avoid using terms such as reliability and validity without 
any clear understanding of the terms demonstrated.
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Question 19 (a), (b) and (c)

Exemplar 1 19(a) 0 marks, 19(b) 0 marks, Q19(c) 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This question required the candidate to read and extrapolate information from the source. Many were able to do so effectively, 
as stated in the examiners’ report. Common errors were seen when candidates did not link to the source and gave a generic 
description of restorative justice and examples of this. This cannot be credited as the question is specifically asking them to identify 
these features in the source when it says “Using the source”. Most candidates were able to identify a correct answer for Question 
19(c) and this did not require any features of the source, beyond giving a form of punishment that was different from the one in the 
source. 

The candidate does give a description of restorative justice but fails to gain a mark as they do not take this from the source. It is 
clear from final part of the answer – “…to the community” that the candidate is not referring to the source. The same issue is seen in 
Question 19(b), as the response does not link to the source as requested, the answer is very generic, “unpaid work”, this should have 
identified explicitly the work that Joe was required to do, such as working in a charity shop, this would demonstrate the candidate is 
able to extrapolate from the source.

Most candidates identified either a fine or prison sentence for this question, according to the examiners’ report, as this clearly differs 
from the one in the source, they gain 1 mark
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Question 19 (c)
Exemplar 1 0 marks

Examiner commentary
This demonstrates a common error for this question as the candidate has identified a variation on community service, candidates are 
required to give a new method of punishment and this simply gives a variation of community service.
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Question 20

Exemplar 1 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This question offers candidates the opportunity to demonstrate the breadth and depth of their understanding of topics across 
the whole curriculum. Designed to be synoptic, this question also tests understanding and application of one of the key debates, 
nature/nurture. Most candidates were able to identify one of the theories of crime plus another topic. Common errors occurred 
when candidates compared two theories of crime without the inclusion of another area of psychology, some offering SLT with 
Eysenck’s PEN personality as a contrast. This only accesses the bottom band of marks. The question is asking about the nature 
nurture debate and candidates must have a sound understanding of this in order to be able to apply the debate to different topics. 
Responses that gain most marks for this question did so by clearly identifying two theories, one relating to nature and the other 
nurture and then being able to apply the debate to each theory and offer evaluation. A common error was seen with candidates 
mixing the terminology and description of the SLT with that of Eysenck. A concluding paragraph highlighting the differences is not 
essential to access top band, however some candidates did include this and additional A03 marks can be gained if this conclusion 
adds further information that has not been given elsewhere in the answer.

A01 - This response uses the SLT of crime. In this the candidate gives a fair description of how criminal behaviour is formed, using key 
psychological terms correctly. This is also well contextualised, using an example, to criminal behaviour. The focus of the response is 
on the nurture side of the debate, clearly focusing on the key element of the question. 

A03 - The evaluation is not as strong as the description. The candidate needed to add further details and explanation of the 
limitations of the theory in explaining crime. They do highlight reductionism of SLT explanation of crime and how this theory ignores 
nature.

A01 - The description of the nature debate is limited and does not offer the detail used for SLT. The response in this part is repetitive 
and does not give clear understanding of the effect of nature beyond identification of the dopamine hypothesis. 

A03 - The evaluation again focuses on the reductionist argument. The conclusion paragraph does add to the answer as this 
highlights a key element not given elsewhere, that of the importance of taking a holistic approach to psychology. 

This response gained the middle band of marks for A01 as the description is reasonable. To take this into the top band the candidate 
should have added further detail of the biological theory of schizophrenia as this did not access the same number of A01 marks as 
the SLT of crime. The response was awarded the bottom of the top band for A03. There was a balance of evaluation between the 
two theories. The concluding paragraph also added to A03 marks.
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Exemplar 2 4 marks

Examiner commentary
A01– The candidate uses the SLT of crime to highlight the nurture side of the debate. This is quite limited and fails to include 
psychological terminology that could have aided in accessing further credit. The description of how criminal behaviour is formed 
in terms of SLT is very limited and basic. Links to crime and behaviour are found through the use of the Cooper and Mackie to show 
how aggression can be formed through imitation. 

A03– The initial statement does gain 1 mark for highlighting the lack of a holistic approach to criminal psychology from the SLT and 
ignoring biological factors. Further credit is given for highlighting the evidence to support the theory, this is credited as it offers a 
strength of the theory.

No further theory or topic is given in the response; therefore, it cannot be awarded above the bottom band according to the mark 
scheme. Overall the response is limited and does not go far enough in describing criminal psychology, regardless of the omission of 
a second theory.
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Question 21

Examiner commentary
The candidate here has chosen to give a one tailed hypothesis, this includes both variables and can be credited with both marks. 
As the question specifies “alternate hypothesis” the candidate can choose to offer a one or two tailed hypothesis for full marks, as 
detailed in the mark scheme.

Exemplar 1 2 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

28

GCSE (9-1) Psychology

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary
This section requires candidates to respond to a novel source for each of the questions. Candidates need to be able to design a new 
piece of research to successfully answer all the questions. Knowledge of research methods and designing research is essential for 
this section. The most successful candidates for this section used the space given to plan the investigation. This space, and notes 
made within it, is not considered when marking the answers, but it does allow candidates to formulate their ideas and plan for the 
questions in more detail. Common errors for Question 21, as reported in the examiners’ report, included offering a correlational 
hypothesis or giving a null hypothesis. Other errors seen included failing to identify both variables accurately and giving a question 
or aim instead of a hypothesis.

This is an example of an aim is given rather than a hypothesis. Both variables are given, however these cannot be credited as the 
candidate has misinterpreted the requirements of the question.

Exemplar 2 0 marks
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Question 22 (a) and (b)

Examiner commentary
Question 22(a) offers a reasonable dependant variable and this is then described in Question 22(b). The measurement of memory 
recall should have described how this could be measured rather than simple identification. This could have been extended by 
offering some method of measuring memory, such as a short-term memory test of a list of words.

Exemplar 1 1 mark + 1 mark
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Examiner commentary
The candidate is required to name the dependant variable in Question 22(a) then to give a clear method of measuring this, 
operationalising, for Question 22(b). Lower ability candidates confused the independent variable with the dependant variable, in 
doing this they fail to gain marks for either question. For Question 22(b), the candidate must draw on their own understanding to 
describe how this would be measured. Those able to identify the correct variable where usually able to give a reasonable response 
in how this could be measured. Some candidates began to operationalise in Question 22(a), this was problematic as they then 
cannot gain credit for the same answer in Question 22(b), unless additional information is offered. Some candidates described a 
measurement of the dependant variable in Question 22a, in these cases the marks for Question 22(b) were awarded but not for 
Question 22(a) as this is repetition.

Due to marking rules, given in the mark scheme, this candidate cannot be credited for their response to Question 22(a). As the first 
answer given for this is the time of day, this is incorrect, and the rest of the answer must be ignored as it represents a second attempt 
at the question. The response for Question 22(b) does not offer a clear operationalisation of the dependant variable.

Exemplar 2 0 marks + 0 marks
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Question 23 (a) and (b)

Examiner commentary
Here the candidate gives a clear extraneous variable of tiredness (fatigue effect). When controlling for this the response identifies the 
control, “both conditions on different days” then expands to detail how this control would eliminate the extraneous variable “…not 
tired from completing one condition to another…”.

Exemplar 1 1 mark + 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
Similar to the previous question, this asks for identification of an extraneous variable and an explanation of a control for this.  Some 
candidates gave issues not linked to extraneous variables. To access both marks the mark scheme requires that the candidate 
offers detail and description of how they would control for the stated extraneous variable. This question is also marked somewhat 
holistically. If the response to Question 23(b) does not follow logically from the issue identified in the response of Question 23(a), 
the answer may be credited, however Question 23(a) will not be given credit in this instance. Question 23(b) specifically requests a 
control for the extraneous variable identified in Question 23(a), this must be case for both questions to receive credit.

The response to Question 23(a) gives a reasonable extraneous variable, showing understanding of the term and the impact of 
different variables. In Question 23(b) the candidate gives a brief and basic explanation of how this can be controlled. To improve this 
answer the candidate could give more detail. For example, they could explain that all participants would be in the same lab, offering 
an element of standardisation to the control.

Exemplar 2 1 mark + 1 mark
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Question 24

Examiner commentary
The mark scheme states that candidates had to be careful here not to include items that have already been credited in previous 
questions, such as control of the extraneous variable already identified in Question 23(a)/(b). Some offered additional controls to 
those given in Question 23 and these were credited. This question is an opportunity for the candidate to give detail about the 
research they have planned. The responses where quite diverse in items selected to include. Candidates needed to identify items 
such as the sample and design and other features. Those that were able to do so in detail achieved more marks, as stated in the 
examiners’ report. The command term here is ‘outline’, some detail is required to obtain all marks available. Whilst the response 
should be clear and detailed, it is not required that it is replicable for all 4 marks, according to the mark scheme. Responses that 
offered evaluation and/or justification would not be credited for this element as the question does not ask for these items.

This response demonstrates a very detailed explanation of the research. The candidate gives information about the sample, the task 
is described in enough detail for 2 marks, and timing is given. A very good response to the question.

Exemplar 1 4 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response is given credit for a couple of items; however, it repeats some items given elsewhere, the mark scheme states that 
these cannot be credited here also. Credit is given for the use of a random number generator to allocate for groups and for details of 
the timing to be used. Descriptions of the mean and data analysis are not relevant to this question and are also credit later, therefore 
they are not given credit here.

Exemplar 2 2 marks
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Question 25

Examiner commentary
This shows how the answer can be imaginative to gain both marks. The issue identified here is informed consent. The candidate has 
shown that this can be dealt with through debrief at the end. Although these could be considered to be two separate ethical issues, 
it is fair to say that the debrief would help to overcome the issue of lack of informed consent, therefore both marks can be given.  

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
Simple identification of the ethical issue will only gain 1 mark, to be awarded the second the candidate must identify how this would 
be dealt with. The ethical issue does need to be in context of the research, however this does not require the candidate to make 
explicit reference to the research. Many candidates appeared confused about ethics, instead detailing ethnicity issues of the sample, 
as stated in the examiners’ report. Other errors included limitations of the methodology rather than specific issues concerning ethics. 
The question specifies ‘one ethical issue’, some candidates would offer more than one, or name one and describe how they would 
deal with another, in cases such as this the marks are limited to the first suggestion made, as the mark scheme does not allow for the 
second answer to be credited in these cases.

A common error of this question is that candidates fail to go far enough in detailing how they would deal with the ethical issue 
and this is the case here. This response deals with the issue of withdrawal. The response could be improved by explaining how 
withdrawal would be explained to participants and/or when they would be informed.

Exemplar 2 1 mark
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Question 26

Examiner commentary
This candidate does identify an experimental issue; however, this is not given in the context of their own investigation so cannot be 
awarded the second mark. The question is specific in requesting the issue must be “…for your investigation”. When the explanation is 
given the candidate should have added some detail of their own research such as changing “…trying more or less…” to “trying more 
or less, to define the words tested”.

Exemplar 1 1 mark

Examiner commentary
Candidates are required in this question to address a specific weakness of the experimental method, then to contextualise this 
weakness in terms of their own research. Some candidates identified a weakness of their own research, such as population validity, 
which cannot be credited as this is not a limitation of the experimental method. Those that identified an ethical weakness can be 
given credit only if this is a different response to the one credited in the previous question 

Social desirability bias is the limitation given and this is a weakness of the self-report method. Although this candidate may be using 
self-report measures in their investigation, this limitation is not of the experimental method and cannot be credited. 

Exemplar 2 0 marks
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Question 27

Examiner commentary
The mark scheme states that full marks can be awarded for this question without direct contextualisation as the question is testing 
the candidates’ knowledge of calculating the mean. Some candidates identified the first stage of the analysis – totalling the results – 
but failed to detail the second stage – dividing by the number of scores.

Both elements of the calculation needed are given here for both marks.

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This shows a common misunderstanding of the question, seen in some candidates’ responses. The response describes the use of the 
mean in comparison, rather than the required calculations needed to obtain the mean.

Exemplar 2 0 marks



OCR Resources: the small print

OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?
There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources 
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

Need to get in touch?
If you ever have any questions about 
OCR qualifications or services (including 
administration, logistics and teaching)  
please feel free to get in touch with our 
Customer Support Centre. 

General qualifications
Telephone  01223 553998
Facsimile 01223 552627
Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

www.ocr.org.uk

D
id

 y
ou

 k
no

w
?

mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
mailto:general.qualifications%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
www.ocr.org.uk

	Introduction
	Question 2 (a) and (b)
	Question 4
	Question 5 (a) (i)
	Question 5 (a) (ii)
	Question 5 (b)
	Question 6
	Question 7
	Question 8
	Question 10 (c)
	Question 11
	Question 12
	Question 13
	Question 15
	Question 18
	Question 19 (a), (b) and (c)
	Question 19 (c)
	Question 20
	Question 21
	Question 22 (a) and (b)
	Question 23 (a) and (b)
	Question 24
	Question 25
	Question 26
	Question 27

