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Introduction

Background

OCR has produced a summary brochure, which summarises the changes to Classical Civilisation. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.

In response to reforms announced by the Government and in response to Ofqual mandated changes to GCSEs, unitised assessment of this qualification is being replaced by linear assessment.  This means that candidates commencing a two year course from September 2012 will take all of their GCSE units at the end of the course in June 2014.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these schemes of work and sample lesson plans for classical civilisation. These support materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each scheme of work and set of sample lesson plans is provided in Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The schemes of work and sample lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 1
	Sparta 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	
	
	Renshaw, In Search of the Greeks covers all the topics on the syllabus
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The Spartan State
	As an introduction, students should draw or label an outline map of Greece, marking on it places of significance for this topic, eg Sparta, Messenia, Athens, Olympia, Delphi, Thebes, the Peloponnese

A DVD/video of the Spartans is useful to place the module into context; or a brief clip from the ending of the 300, explaining that the class will be examining the state which produced this type of warrior

A timeline of key dates in Spartan history could be produced from c.900  BC- the battle of Leuctra in 371 BC
	Outline map

DVD/video on Sparta
	The enslavement of the Helots can be highlighted as part of the timeline and returned to under the Social Structure topic

Timeline could be produced using IT


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 1
	Sparta 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note
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Sparta and the other Greeks
	Teachers should present students with sources from a more recent period (eg British cartoons and writings concerning the Germans from WWI and WWII) to illustrate the problem of using principally Athenian sources to study Sparta, when relations between the cities were, at best, frosty

The tone and critical nature of various statements made by non-Spartan writers concerning women, education, the government of Sparta can then be closely read and their limitations discussed

Students should read the attitude of Lycurgus towards non-Spartans and travel outside Laconia. After studying the stories of Agis and Pausanias, students could assess in writing whether Lycurgus’ attitude was correct
	Polemical cartoons/writings from recent times between warring states

Writers – Herodotus, Thucydides (esp. Pericles’ Funeral Oration in book 2), Xenophon, Plutarch, Plato, Aristotle, Aristophanes (Lysistrata), Euripides (Andromache)  

Plutarch on Lycurgus, Agis and Pausanias 
	The influence of Helots on Spartan foreign policy can be investigated under the Social Structure topic

Students should be encouraged to think about the biased nature of the sources


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 1
	Sparta 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Social Structure
	Students should use the primary and secondary sources to draw a diagram of the social hierarchy in Sparta

Students should make notes on the duties and roles of the Spartiates, Periokoi and the Helots, including the origins of the latter two groups

A class could be divided into three groups and prepare a presentation on what life was like as a member of either the Spartiates, the Periokoi or the Helots

A written task could focus on the interaction between the groups and look at the advantages and disadvantages of belonging to each group
	Plutarch, Life of Lycurgus

Xenophon, Constitution of the Spartans

Rhodes, Greek City States ch.4 contains other useful sources
	


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 1
	Option 1: Sparta 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note
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Culture/Artistic achievements
	Students should read some examples of Tyrtaios and consider their artistic merit, the message they contain and their contribution to the Spartan ethos

Students could use the examples to compose some war poems in the style of Tyrtaios

The physical remains of Sparta and of Spartan artefacts should also be studied as works of art and evidence for life in Sparta
	Some of the poems of Tyrtaios, easily accessible in the works of Strabo, Pausanias, Plutarch or on the internet (eg http://www.spartan-world.de/sparta_text.html)

Pausanias Description of Greece on Sparta Book 3

Thucydides Book 1 on the Sparta city

Bronze statues of Spartan girls and warriors; vase paintings of hunting scenes and warriors – all accessible in the secondary literature (eg Renshaw, Bradley, etc)
	


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 1
	Sparta 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Government
	Students should use the primary and secondary sources to make notes on the eligibility, election, duties, responsibilities and limitations of the Kings, Ephors, Gerousia and Ecclesia (Apella)
This information could be summarised in the form of a table

Students could be divided into groups representing the different sections of Spartan government. The teacher could then introduce a fictional and controversial law to be discussed, debated and passed, enabling the class to see how the sections of Spartan government interacted with one another and which held the most power
	Plutarch, Life of Lycurgus

Xenophon, Constitution of the Spartans

Rhodes, Greek City States ch.4 contains other useful sources
	


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 1
	Sparta 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Lykourgos
	A close reading of the primary sources will enable pupils to consider the legend and effect of Lykourgos on the Spartan education system

Students should be encouraged to think about other legends, ancient and modern, in order to assess how much truth lies behind the legend. Evidence of pre-Lyhourgan Sparta can be assessed to show the changes Sparta underwent in the seventh century BC
	Plutarch, Life of Lycurgus

Xenophon, Constitution of the Spartans
	Rhodes, The Greek City States ch. 4 has some useful source material
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Education of boys
	Pupils should use the primary source material to produce lists of what they learn about the education of boys from birth to joining the military messes, including the role of the paidonomos. The lives of boys between the ages of 20-30 should also be considered and revisited under the military organisation topic


	Plutarch, Life of Lycurgus

Xenophon, Constitution of the Spartans

DVDs on Sparta often contain a section on the education of boys, eg first few minutes of 300
	Rhodes, The Greek City States ch. 4 has some useful source material

When using DVDs such as 300 it is important to check that sections shown are appropriate for GCSE candidates


	
	Pupils should be encouraged to consider the reasons behind this education system and the purpose of the different aspects, eg the games, discipline, food, clothing, organisation, music

Pupils should be encouraged to appraise the strengths and the weaknesses of the system and how humane/cruel they consider it to be

Classes could be split into four groups (birth-7, 7-12, 12-19, 20-30) and asked to produce a role-play or powerpoint presentation on what life was like for them, using details from the sources

Written consolidation exercises could take the form of an account of the education system from the point of view of a Spartan boy, a powerpoint presentation or a ‘how and why’ style essay
	
	


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Topic
	Sparta 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Women
	From a close reading of the primary sources, students should list what they learn about the upbringing, daily life, physical appearance, duties and land holding

The pupils should also consider the lives of Athenian women in order to appreciate how radically the Spartan women differed from others of the time and the attitude of non-Spartan writers towards Spartan women

Pupils should be encouraged to consider the purpose of the Spartan system and written exercises could include consideration of how free women were in Sparta and whether the pupils would prefer to be women in Sparta, Athens or in modern times
	Plutarch, Life of Lycurgus

Xenophon, Constitution of the Spartans

Aristotle, Politics Book 2 1269b 12-27, 1269b 39-1270a 8

References to Spartan women in the Athenian playwrights, eg Euripides, Andromache and Aristophanes, Lysistrata

Bronze statues of Spartan women
	Rhodes, The Greek City States ch. 6 has some useful source material


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Topic
	Sparta 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Military organisation
	Students should use references in the sources to the appearance of Spartan warriors and bronze statues to draw a labelled diagram of a Spartan warrior, together with equipment

Using the primary and secondary sources, students should examine the life and training of a Spartan warrior from the time of joining the messes, focusing especially on the institutions of the syssitia and the krypteia
Students should make notes and produce diagrams of the organisation and fighting methods of the army. These can be demonstrated using members of a class
	Plutarch, Life of Lycurgus

Xenophon, Constitution of the Spartans

Rhodes, Greek City States ch.4 contains other useful sources, esp. no.146-147
	


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 1
	Sparta 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The Spartan army in action
	Students should produce a timeline of key events from the Persian Wars of the fifth century BC

From a close reading of Herodotus’ pupils should make detailed notes on the story of the 300, focusing on Leonidas and Demaratus in particular

Students can supplement their understanding of the affair by watching one of the many documentaries about the story or sections of the 300 film

Written consolidation work could include imaginative pieces of writing, eg diary of Xerxes or account from the point of view of a Spartan soldier, or a straightforward essay on how the Persians defeated the Spartans at Thermopylae

Discussion should ensue about the importance of this episode in the war and what the battle shows about the success and failures of the Spartan system
	Herodotus, Histories Book 7, 207-end
	Students need to be aware of the key details and events of the Persian Wars in order to appreciate the story of the 300

If 300 is used sections will need to be selected with care.


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 2
	Pompeii 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Introduction

1 hour
	Issue each student with a copy of the relevant section from the specification. Read through with the class and explain what the unit involves. Highlight key words. As each item on the specification is covered, students can tick it off
A slide show of photographs of the ruins of Pompeii might make an interesting start
	Photocopy of specification
	If students tick off the items on the specification as they cover them, they will see their own progress and at the end of the unit will be confident that they have covered everything

	The original site 

2 hours
Its advantages as a place for settlement. 


	Students may be issued with maps of Italy, the bay of Naples and Pompeii itself

In class discussion, students may be encouraged to identify the reasons why Pompeii was a good place to settle and why it became so prosperous

Students could make up an estate agent’s sales pitch to ‘sell’ the site of Pompeii to developers so that they can see the attractiveness of living in a town in this area
	Atlas

Cambridge Latin Course Book 1, Stage 1 p 8 (Maps of Italy and Bay of Naples)

Cambridge Latin Course Book 1, Stage 3 pp 33-7 (Map of Pompeii and general description)

Greef p 73 has a very clear map of the town itself which could be used and annotated throughout the unit

Renshaw and Knights has a section on the advantages as a place for settlement 
	


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 2
	Pompeii 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Destruction

4 hours
The earthquake of 62 AD and volcanic activity immediately prior to 79 AD. The events of 24–26 August 79 AD; including the substances that buried Pompeii. Pliny as a source. Evidence of how the inhabitants died. The contribution of Giuseppe Fiorelli to the excavation.
	The earthquake – the teacher could provide the basic facts on the earthquake or students could research it themselves

Students could produce a ‘newspaper report’ or newscast reporting the event. This could include ‘interviews’ with local residents 
Issue students with Pliny’s letters. The class could take turns to read aloud.
	There is an interesting article at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/pompeii_portents_01.shtml
Cambridge Latin Course Book 1, Stage 4 p52 and Stage 12 pp164-5 have a photographs of a carving representing the earthquake

http://www.mummytombs.com/pompeii/primary.seneca.htm has a translation of Seneca’s account of the earthquake

Renshaw and Knights has a section on the earthquake

http://www.archaeology.org/interactive/pompeii/history.html has a small section on the earthquake

Pliny letters 6.16 and 6.20

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/pompeii.htm
Greef p 56-8
	The earthquake may have occurred in 62 or 63 so for independent research, students should look for both years 
Photocopied texts or printouts from the internet may be more suitable than books so that students can highlight/annotate their text. Also sheets can be filed in students’ folders for revision


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 2
	Pompeii 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	There are various DVDs and videos about Pompeii and its destruction these could be used to give visual ideas

The class could read scientific/archaeological accounts to back up Pliny’s account

Students could create a timeline of the events in the destruction of Pompeii in order to understand how the nature of Pompeii’s destruction was a key factor in its preservation and thereby its value as an archaeological site

The class could produce an agreed glossary of technical terms for this section
	DVD, video, general books on volcanoes
Cambridge Latin Course Book 1, Stage 12       pp 172-6

Renshaw and Knights has a section on the eruption

http://www.archaeology.org/interactive/pompeii/history.html has a description of the destruction
	Students may like to look at artists’ representations of the eruption eg Turner and also photographs of the 1944 eruption. A Google Image search produces a wealth of pictures


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 2
	Pompeii 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	Fiorelli may be introduced by the teacher or the students could research him independently
	The rediscovery section in Renshaw and Knights outlines Fiorelli’s achievements 
There is an interesting article at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/pompeii_rediscovery_02.shtml
Students may require a sheet with diagrams showing the process of burial, decomposition discovery, filling with resin and digging out. There is one in the CLC worksheet masters for Book 1 - Stage 12

Cambridge Latin Course Book 1, Stage12, p 169 and pp 174-5 have photographs of the casts

http://www.mummytombs.com/pompeii/primary.early.plaster.htm has an account of Fiorelli making the casts from The Times, 17 June 1893
	


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Topic
	Option 2: Pompeii 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Houses

5 hours
The town house (domus) – typical design, layout, main rooms, decoration and furniture – with particular reference to: (a) the House of the Vettii, (b) the House of the Faun. The owners, the layout, particular rooms of special interest, decoration, unusual features, objects found, mosaics and wall paintings; and how the houses reflected the tastes, values and wealth of their owners.


	Students should be introduced to the typical Roman domus using the recommended resources

The class could produce an agreed glossary of technical terms for this section

The houses will be a good source of information for the understanding of everyday life in a prosperous town at the height of the Roman Empire 

	Renshaw and Knights has a section on typical private houses
Greef p 7 describes Roman Houses

Cambridge Latin Course Book 1, Stage 1, pp 11-13

There are resources at:

http://www.cambridgescp.com/page.php?p=clc^oa_book1^stage1 (scroll down in the Cultural Background section)

	Although it is not explicitly part of the specification, students should be encouraged to realise that not everyone in Pompeii lived in a beautiful domus. Students should be made aware of insulae with their cramped conditions and dangers


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 2
	Pompeii 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	House of the Vettii 
-
Students may be given a plan of the house which they may label and colour code

-
Students could produce an estate agent’s brochure to advertise the house. They could get pictures from the internet and the piece of work would help with revision later
	Renshaw and Knights has a section on this house
Nappo has colour pictures of wall paintings and items found in the house

Greef p 86 has a plan and a basic outline

http://www.indiana.edu/~leach/c409/vplan.html has a plan and some interior photographs

http://www.pompeiiinpictures.net/R6/6%2015%2001%20plan%202.htm has a plan and an extensive collection of pictures
	Annotating/colour coding a blank plan may help students to absorb the information better than looking at a plan in a book

From the house, students should draw conclusions about prosperity in Pompeii, the values and priorities of its citizens, and the attractiveness of living in such a town. Candidates should recognise how life in Pompeii reflects the success of the Roman empire as a whole 



	
	House of the Faun 
-
Students may be given a plan of the house which they may label and colour code

-
Students could produce an estate agent’s brochure to advertise the house. They could get pictures from the internet and the piece of work would help with revision later.
	Renshaw and Knights has a section on this house
Nappo has colour pictures of wall paintings and items found in the house 

Greef p 84-5 has a plan and a basic outline

http://archaeology.about.com/od/archaeologicalsi3/ss/pompeii_faun.htm has some good pictures


	Annotating/colour coding a blank plan may help students to absorb the information better than looking at a plan in a book

From the house, students should draw conclusions about prosperity in Pompeii, the values and priorities of its citizens, and the attractiveness of living in such a town. Candidates should recognise how life in Pompeii reflects the success of the Roman empire as a whole 


	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 2
	Pompeii 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The Forum

4 hours
The layout and the main buildings and their positions: commercial buildings - Macellum, Eumachia, Weights and Measures office, granaries (horrea);

religious buildings – Temples of Jupiter/Apollo/Emperor (Lares);

political buildings – offices of the aediles and duovirs, Basilica, comitium.


	Students may be given a plan of the forum and its buildings which they may label and/or colour code and make a key

The class could produce an agreed glossary of technical terms for this section

Students could produce a guide for a Roman visitor arriving in Pompeii’s forum for the first time 

Using books and internet research students could draw reconstructed versions of some of the buildings eg temple of Jupiter


	Renshaw and Knights has a section on the forum which gives details on all the buildings listed
Greef p 74 has a very clear plan and pp 77-9 give the basics on all the buildings

Nappo is more complicated but has information on the buildings
Cambridge Latin Course Book 1, Stage 4 pp 50-1
	Annotating/colour coding a blank plan may help students to absorb the information better than looking at a plan in a book

Students should be encouraged to see how the forum reflects Pompeii’s prosperity and the values and priorities of its citizens. Study of the forum should show students the attractiveness of living in such a town

Students should recognise how life in Pompeii reflects the success of the Roman empire as a whole
The forum will be a good source of information for the understanding of everyday life in a prosperous town at the height of the Roman Empire 



	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 2
	Pompeii 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Graffiti, statues of leading Pompeians, porticoes, stalls.

The importance of the forum as a commercial, political, administrative, social and religious centre.
	
	
	

	Government

3 hours
The town council and magistrates. The duties and responsibilities of decurions, duovirs and aediles. Guilds and elections; political graffiti, election posters.


	The class may be introduced to or research the government system

Class discussion could look at how fair the system was and how open to corruption

The class could hold a mock election with speeches and bribes offered

Students could make posters for the classroom with translated graffiti from Pompeii

The class could produce an agreed glossary of technical terms for this section
	Cambridge Latin Course Book 1, Stage 11       pp 156-8 (Information, Photographs and drawings)

Renshaw and Knights outlines the roles of decurions, duovirs and aediles. There is also information about graffiti
	In this section, students should be encouraged to see the values and priorities of the citizens

Students should refer back to the Eumachia building in this section for the fullers’ guild

	Inns and Thermopolia

2 hours
Layout, evidence for types of food and drink sold, with specific reference to the Thermopolium of Asellina.


	Students could use photographs to produce a reconstruction of an inn/thermopolium either draw it or make it 3D with cardboard boxes etc
	Connolly has an excellent section on inns and thermopolia

Renshaw and Knights has a section on Inns and Thermopolia with detail on layout, food and drink  and the Thermopolium of Asellina

	

	The Theatre

3 hours
The Large Theatre: size, design, including stage and scenery. Comedies and their production in Plautus’ time: typical plots and types of character, use of masks. Audience attitudes to shows in the theatres, their involvement and comfort.
	Using the ‘rules’ of Roman comedy, the class could produce their own versions of a Roman comedy and perform them for each other
	Greef p 90 gives a clear plan of each theatre and some information

Cambridge Latin Course Book 1, Stage 5  pp 64-67 have clear photographs and information including Plautus

http://www.pompeionline.net/pompeii/theatres.htm
Renshaw and Knights has information on Theatre, Comedy and Audience attitudes, involvement and comfort

	In this section, students should draw conclusions about the town’s prosperity, the values and priorities of its citizens, and the attractiveness of living in such a town

	The Baths

4 hours
Candidates should have detailed knowledge of the Stabian Baths including: typical features, the layout, the heating system, the bathing experience (apodyterium, palaestra, tepidarium, caldarium, frigidarium), other amenities. The baths in relation to the climate, daily routine, business and social life of the Pompeians.


	Issue students with a blank plan of the Stabian Baths. Identify the furnace then use the  temperatures of the rooms relating to the distance from the furnace to guide students to identify the main rooms in the bathing process

Colour code the rooms in hot, tepid and cold colours and make a key

Label the exercise facilities

The class could produce an agreed glossary of technical terms for this section
	Renshaw and Knights has information including the baths in relation to the climate, daily routine, business and social life of the Romans
Connolly has detailed information on the Stabian baths

Greef p 88 has a clear, labelled plan of the Stabian Baths p6 has a clear explanation of Roman Baths and bathing

http://www.vroma.org/~bmcmanus/baths.html has information on bathing
Cambridge Latin Course Book 1, Stage 9, p 117 has a photograph of the palaestra of the Stabian Baths

Cambridge Latin Course Book 1, Stage 9, pp123-127 has photographs from various bath houses, an explanation of the bathing process and Seneca’s description of living over the baths
	In this section, students should draw conclusions about the town’s prosperity, the values and priorities of its citizens, and the attractiveness of living in such a town
The baths are a good source of information for the understanding of everyday life in a prosperous town at the height of the Roman Empire 



	OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Community Life in the Classical World

	Suggested teaching time
	30 hours
	Option 2
	Pompeii 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The Amphitheatre

2 hours
The building and the layout, the shows, their purposes, the riot of 59 AD and its consequences.


	Issue students with a plan of the amphitheatre and label the key features

Students could watch relevant sections of the films Gladiator or Spartacus
Students could produce a ‘programme’ or advertisement describing what is on offer during a day at the amphitheatre.

Students could write the diary of an eyewitness to the riot


	Greef p 94 has a clear plan

Renshaw and Knights has information on the amphitheatre and the riot
Cambridge Latin Course Book 1, Stage 8, pp100-1 and 105-12 have various pictures, written information and Tacitus’ account of the riot (p 111)

http://www.cambridgescp.com/page.php?p=clc^oa_book1^stage8 Lots of links in the Cultural Background section in the lower section of the page
	In this section, students should draw conclusions about the town’s prosperity, the values and priorities of its citizens, and the attractiveness of living in such a town

With the consequences of the riot and the intervention of Nero and the Senate, students can see Pompeii as part of the empire as a whole


OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Option 1
Cultural/Artistic achievements of Sparta

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.

Learning Objectives for the Lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to know about the remains and artefacts from Sparta.

	Objective 2
	Students to place the evidence into context of non-Spartan evidence.

	Objective 3
	Students to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the sources studied.


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge

· Students should be asked to recall their knowledge of other topics, such as Sparta and the other Greeks, the army, women.

Content

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Warm up activity to assess prior knowledge. Teacher asks students to recall what they remember about the non-Spartan evidence about life in Sparta.

	20 minutes
	Teacher to present the literary evidence (Thucydides) and the remains and artefacts, the bronze statues and vase paintings, of ancient Sparta, perhaps as a powerpoint or on a handout. 

· Students should be encouraged to assess the artistic merits of the artefacts and what evidence they provide about life in Sparta.

· Brief summary with teacher, students to make notes.

	20 minutes
	Students to read examples of the poems of Tyrtaios.

Students to discuss and highlight some of the statements made in the poems.

Students should then write their own war poems in the style of Tyrtaios and present them to the class, enabling them to gain an understanding of the content.

	10 minutes
	In summation, teachers should lead a brief discussion on whether the evidence presented contradicts or supports the evidence evaluated in previous lessons of non-Spartan writers.


OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation Unit A353: Option 2
The original site of Pompeii

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour
Learning Objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to know what the advantages were as a place for settlement.

	Objective 2
	Students to assess evidence to draw conclusions about the attractiveness of living in the area.

	Objective 3
	Students to evaluate why Pompeii was such a prosperous town.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Students should be asked to refer to their copy of the specification so that they can see which section this lesson refers to. They will have some prior knowledge of what humans need in a location for a town and this will be used in the warm up activity.

Content

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Warm up activity to bring prior knowledge from other subjects/common sense into the topic. Teacher asks students to think what people need if they are going to settle in an area. One student writes the list on the board. (Water supply, fertile land, defence, transport...)

	15 minutes
	Issue students with maps of Europe, Italy, the Bay of Naples and Pompeii itself. With some reference to the list on the board, the teacher encourages students to make suggestions about climate, transport links, terrain, soil etc. One student writes the new – specific to Pompeii – list on the board. When students have put forward all their suggestions, the teacher can fill any gaps eg the town being built on a lava spur is not visible on the maps.

	10 minutes
	Using the lists on the board, students write about why the original site of Pompeii was a good place to settle. Teacher to circulate to make sure they get all the points in. At the end one or two students read out what they have written to help everyone to consolidate their knowledge.


	Time
	Content

	15 minutes
	Students look at the map of Pompeii and at photographs of parts of the town on a slide show or in books. Using images of the forum, temples, amphitheatre, theatre, Eumachia building, macellum etc. the teacher encourages the students to see the prosperity of the town. In class discussion students can link the prosperity to the original features of the site eg The fish market is possible because the town is near the sea, fish can be brought straight through the Marine Gate into the macellum and sold. The garum industry also depends on the fish trade. The fulling industry can only be so successful as to need a guild hall if it has plentiful water supply and supply of fullers’ clay. The idea is to see that there was great prosperity but it all depended on the basic site. One student lists the industries on the board. At the end all the students can write down the list of the main industries in Pompeii.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10  minutes
	The teacher refers back to the objectives and asks individuals to answer key questions. Why was the site of Pompeii a good place to settle? Why was the town so prosperous? Students can take turns to offer answers.


Resources
· Map of the Roman Empire Cambridge Latin Course Book 2 p87, Italy and Bay of Naples CLC Book 1 p 8 or back cover of Greef, maps of Pompeii Cambridge Latin Course Book 1 p 34 or Greef p 73.
· Information on why Pompeii was a good place to settle in Renshaw and Knights at the start of the Pompeii section.
· Photographs of Pompeii are available on various websites and in books such as Nappo or Grant.
= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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