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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y320/01 series overview

Y320 is one of twenty one units for Paper 3 of the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit
tests an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation option on a
named in-depth topic and two essays. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates
are required to use contextual knowledge to test the views of two historians about one of the three
named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The question does not require them to comment on the style
of writing or the provenance of the interpretation. In Section B candidates are required to answer two
essay questions from a choice of three. In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay
questions from a choice of three.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e showed a clear understanding of the views of | ¢ showed a limited understanding of one or both
the two interpretations in relation to the of the interpretations

question e did not go beyond a basic explanation of part

e were able to use contextual knowledge to test of the interpretation
the interpretations, linking that knowledge
directly to the interpretation through evaluative
words

¢ did not link any contextual knowledge directly
to the interpretation and therefore did not
evaluate the interpretation

e were able to consider both the strengths and
limitations of both interpretations using
contextual knowledge

¢ in answering the essay adopted a
chronological rather than thematic approach

¢ did not make links or comparisons even if
events from different parts of the period were
discussed in the same paragraph

¢ in answering the essay questions, covered the
whole period in a balanced way

* adopted a thematic approach ¢ did not cover the whole period

¢ made links and comparisons between aspects

of the topic ¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the

guestion

* - explained the links and comparisons ¢ made unsupported comments about issues

e + supported their arguments with precise and which were no more than assertions.
relevant examples

¢ reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

e demonstrated an understanding and familiarity
with the different command verbs, e.g. identify,
describe, explain and discuss.
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Section A overview

To do well on Section A, candidates need to explain the view of each interpretation in relation to the
gquestion and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of contextual knowledge. Responses
should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the issue.

Question 1

1  Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more
convincing as an explanation of the problems facing Britain in Palestine in the period after the
First World War. [30]

The interpretation question was, on the whole, answered well. The majority of candidates were able to
access the higher levels by clearly linking their own knowledge to the views and opinions mentioned. At
the top end, candidates used precise and accurate own knowledge. They explained that Interpretation A
argues that the British position was difficult as the Arabs did not trust their policies, whereas B argues
that the mandate created insurmountable problems.

The most successful responses dealt with each interpretation in turn before coming to a measured
conclusion. Responses which attempted a thematic approach often were confused and lacked
evaluation, leading to an essay-like approach. There was also an increased tendency in this series for
some candidates to simply list the views presented without any supporting evidence. Centres should be
aware that credit is given in assessing the relative convincingness of the views that are present in each
interpretation, and that this is tested by using wider contextual knowledge. Responses which proceeded
to list impacts that were not present in each interpretation did not score highly, as they were not explicitly
evaluating the view of each historian. This was often highlighted or prefixed by the phrase ‘fails to
mention’. Candidates should not be evaluating what is not there, but instead focusing on the actual views
presented and testing them against historical knowledge. This tendency was more prevalent in this
series than in the past.

Centres should also be aware that there is no requirement to mention other historians, nor indeed to
evaluate their provenance.
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Exemplar 1
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Exemplar 1 was marked in Level 6 and contains excellent knowledge and evaluation. It has sustained
judgements at the end of each paragraph and in the conclusion, alongside an appropriate introduction.

The response does not dwell on what is not present, but evaluates the views presented in the
interpretations.
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Section B overview

To do well on Section B, candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period,
explaining similarities and differences between the events they are discussing in order to show an
awareness of continuity and change across the whole period unless instructed otherwise. The
comparisons made may be either between periods within the topic or between regions. The strongest
responses will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement.

Question 2*
2* How important was collaboration with indigenous elites in the governance and administration of
the Empire in the period from 1857 to 19657 [25]

This was answered by a number of candidates. The majority of candidates approached the question
thematically, using, for example, the themes of collaboration, coercion and men on the spot. There were
other successful approaches and these themes are not exhaustive.

At the top end of the mark range, candidates assessed three or four examples within each paragraph,
evaluating the level that they were important in the governance and administration of the Empire. Finally,
responses in the top level contained interim assessments (or end of paragraph judgements) before
writing a developed conclusion which contained a clear answer to the question.

At the lower end of the mark range candidates approached their response either chronologically or were
unable to compare time periods/countries within thematic paragraphs. The latter was common, when
candidates realised they had to write thematically, but then listed countries without comparing why or
how they led to successful governance.

Assessment for learning

Successful responses attempted to group two examples that recognised the importance of

@ each theme and two that opposed it. They then compared this thematically (often using
different countries or time periods to come to a supported judgement). This was often using
the word ‘similarly’ to signpost and then explaining why the examples given were important
(or not!). Responses that were less strong did not develop the answer and simply used the
word similarly.

Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 2 was marked in Level 6. There is clear comparison and evaluation of at least three examples,
and there is good synthesis between factors. However, the end of paragraph judgements do tend to
assertions in most parts.

Question 3*
3* ‘The most important impact of the British Empire on the periphery was the erosion of indigenous
culture.” How far do you agree with this view of the period 1857 to 19657 [25]

This was a popular question. Candidates were able to focus on thematic paragraphs that explored the
impact of the British Empire on the periphery. Most candidates started with erosion of indigenous culture
and then explored two others. Very few candidates misinterpreted the question and wrote about the
impact on Britain.

At the top end, candidates compared at least three countries across the whole time period. Successful
responses were able to compare throughout the paragraph, ideally stating two examples which showed
the importance of the factor being discussed and then comparing them to two others, using a range of
countries. They then concluded at the end of the paragraph whether the British Empire did impact on the
periphery to a great extent. The best conclusions then assessed all of the factors, coming to a huanced
assessment as to whether it altered over time.

At the lower end of the mark range, candidates wrote about three time periods in total, either
chronologically or as factors. Some candidates attempted the question by country, which is not
insurmountable to success, but did not address the question set.

Exemplar 3
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Exemplar 3 was marked in Level 5. There is clear comparison and evaluation of at least three countries,
and they are compared to answer the question. The synthesis is good but could be more developed to
explain why the impacts were different in different countries. The end of paragraph judgements are also
assertive, and the conclusion could be more developed to reach a sustained judgement.
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Question 4*

4*  To what extent did the British Empire’s impact on international relations change in the period from
1857 to 19657 [25]

This was answered by a number of candidates. Following the trend of previous series, the majority of
candidates approached the question thematically, using, for example, different countries as their themes.
This did hinder some candidates as they were unable to reach good levels of synthesis; the approach
was correct, but there needed to be comparison across the time periods as to how and why the British
Empire’s attitude changed, not just simply exploring it chronologically.

At the top end of the mark range, candidates assessed three or four time periods within each paragraph,
evaluating the level of change in each area. Finally, responses in the top level contained interim
assessments (or end of paragraph judgements) before writing a developed conclusion which contained a
clear answer to the question.

At the lower end of the mark range candidates approached their response either chronologically or were
unable to compare time periods within thematic paragraphs. The latter was common, when candidates
realised they had to write thematically, but then listed the time periods without comparing the level of
change.

Assessment for learning

@ Successful responses grouped two time periods when impact was the same and two time

periods when it changed This was often using the word ‘similarly’ to signpost and then
explained the level of change/continuity. Responses that were less strong did not develop the
response and simply used the word.
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