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A Level History A-Y317/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y317/01 series overview

Y317 is one of twenty-one units for Paper 3 of the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit
tests an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation option on a
named in-depth topic and two essays. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A, candidates
are required to use contextual knowledge to test the views of two historians about one of the three
named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The question does not require them to comment on the style
of writing or the provenance of the interpretation. In Section B, candidates are required to answer two
essay questions from a choice of three.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally: CELETEA
e showed a clear understanding of the e showed a limited understanding of one or
views of the two interpretations in relation both of the interpretations

to the question ¢ did not go beyond a basic explanation of

o were able to use contextual knowledge to part of the interpretation
test the interpretations, linking that
knowledge directly to the interpretation
through evaluative words

¢ did not link any contextual knowledge
directly to the interpretation and therefore
did not evaluate the interpretation

e were able to consider both the strengths
and limitations of both interpretations
using contextual knowledge

¢ in answering the essay, adopted a
chronological rather than thematic
approach

e in answering the essay, questions cover

did not make link [ if
the whole period in a balanced way ¢ Cid Notmake Inks or comparisons even |

events from different parts of the period
e adopted a thematic approach were discussed in the same paragraph

¢ made links and comparisons between ¢ did not cover the whole period.

aspects of the topic e did not focus on the precise wording of the

e explained the links and comparisons question
e supported their arguments with precise e made unsupported comments about
and relevant examples issues which were no more than
assertions.

e reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question.
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Section A overview

To do well on Section A, candidates need to explain the view of each interpretation in relation to the
question and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of contextual knowledge. Responses
should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the issue.

Question 1

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more
convincing as an explanation of the origins and causes of the Cultural Revolution. [30]

The interpretation question was, on the whole, answered well. The majority of candidates were able to
access the higher levels by clearly linking their own knowledge to the views and opinions mentioned. At
the top end, candidates used precise and accurate own knowledge. They explained that Interpretation A
argues that the Cultural Revolution was caused by Mao’s fear that China was going down the same path
as the Soviet Union, whereas Interpretation B argues the Cultural Revolution was not carefully planned
but was caused by the fears of the new generation.

The most successful responses dealt with each interpretation in turn before coming to a measured
conclusion. Answers which attempted a thematic approach often were confused and lacked evaluation,
leading to an essay-like approach. There was also an increased tendency for some candidates to list the
points that each interpretation made before entering into analysis. This often wasted the candidates’ time
and led to them not completing the paper. Centres should be aware that credit is given in assessing the
relative convincingness of the views that are present in each interpretation. Answers which proceeded to
list impacts that were not present in each interpretation did not score highly, as they were not explicitly
evaluating the view of each historian. This was often highlighted or prefixed by the phrase “fails to
mention”. Candidates should not be evaluating what is not there, but instead focusing on the actual
views presented and testing them against historical knowledge. This tendency was more prevalent in this
series than in the past.

Centres should also be aware that there is no requirement to mention other historians, nor indeed to
evaluate their provenance.
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Exemplar 1

‘T&\AO‘F a,nol R(akos;s m,a@zk&m_é shaw
| ) 'H’\QCQQS’GJ

ek . of )
Wiw Ca]mra\ rzomtmghm 1966

Som e whalr Cony CACLAG LR

Rrrl@o(s* I’p.a A lfwralmfmﬂghﬂg of

Ao @ ?-?_u“odluirtgin.efhfm C[ﬁ(.mrhr ot )} ewas
. J .

dewen b o dhg Leocrs ey o

n‘f‘ Soccekby <hc.luc>(\wo chldren a{‘ O_Af"tecca.le

_@(nA; Loclory yadkors. *{'fot/\re_u‘&(“ ’T“&Lc-ticr
' \J de.pensw(e J

gclemow eol@pmanﬁ of Mao 3 chmd?-ccancg a s
well as %44\0 cole o (enirol (dﬁsw&-&mrml

Ro volulon (Crreup had e pulbbreak of
1[4/19 (ultacal Revoluhan M‘Fe’(@ . To:j(m"é
tnlegore fohon of Ho oiaung Gnd couses of
the  (ulMucal lovoluhen Ay 7€ COMN NG Ny

Sove_

S(Wy\ prpsde cu‘eée s H«u\ CLiq hes 2 caouoolgo -
i-mpmff ‘Hn L- fM’\Q Qedo[‘u."kom R3S Qso_a\c&e‘j
‘m ‘el _concorng o d (2ous o | fhose

{Q‘A.O e e C}LSSQ’FLSCL«QC\ amodhous of Q(\cu\(;)

¥ (A_O()L)lu o Rou couse o[—\
’ﬂ\t veolenl naluce of firo %MJ—I-umq Qp\re(./u(m@n

(o4 R £O ‘

c;om/loo FS‘ wlha L\.Q C,[Q.LW\S PA(}[LQCL &, arasstads
u\t’)ﬂ?[ﬂ& L dlian c.L\_a \ /(L\LS Qraawxaﬂ‘@‘) (s
E(fcnpenc;ed' be dhe ‘nﬁacf/mmd %Juh(\-s set
Alﬂ Lfr’) SL\Q“QIAQ( [acLo(L_QS b €S bGﬂS‘Q“]‘e)Fff\D

mO‘jD((L&OKHOhop’ﬂ\.Q Red Gaacds, %&&—%:é&&gg

6 © OCR 2023




A Level History A-Y317/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

% a S oro,marq bﬁ:o—nz_ors fe,'q[ ’ﬂ\.eu w{m—Hu 4'Yu9_
V

ser ' "ol Proletaran.

szf\fﬁlfdl\éi"\\. Un n}gﬂLdL[M' ’h'\.?.S‘G_ wsodhecs prerce

(’o,h\-rq\ ’l‘f) “H’UL 1/ X») CZOJQ oNn G_r veolene oo

M [—94 of ) J’L\,e wer\zom wv\’ko_ oa NS O‘ﬂ
l (75 R.Q.\F l ™ L U ‘/'6‘(3
ff;iriforu u:sowﬂ?,us ro oIS e

‘,H\g_ coquse GE ’(’L\o_ Rgdo(w\'xnh r}V\c( V1o ve

- = . - [ 4 4“' ("’Lo_nl’" AL - it
é P LS L . e L C O ‘ e 2200 W& ¢ o F
ns-,‘..‘ c-#".' A 5 tr 'A" it Yo ."" (T L4 W EH
20 A GLYA < ipia g p - (plo

crgwadig ~
2 dfﬁe(? l\oue»ré’-(‘ (> M Ooce Qovw\nguga e
L]&S &V\al&‘?(\‘s GE 4‘/&0 §tﬁf\gﬁ(‘g“-’q¢_€ a-P

e
it h i 7 4 : ] )
PN L oql] y/axr. (N IO (Y] eV 7 A9 (ﬂ'r A
s
(CONVIALCTL G O > ﬂ‘ O 1ok O ¢ fhe | e

7 © OCR 2023



A Level History A-Y317/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

-—/—amimbs cm%f)orf@um(?{'sc«ﬂ}% MMJMLL
(ea/ Lu C% GL(‘EM dﬁ @Pagﬁmmi Wm&%’ﬂg{;

-@VOCM ﬂ.@u’ v’c@/em 5‘LmA oS ’fZ\e
é 335@\4(‘& jz llenas 0/7 {7 0CO0 tn é:CLO(Vlel
OU'E/‘PA‘!\O(L Mﬁ[‘@fu O.UY"?QHL&Q‘]’QAQ"I rs\{’f’//io /290/

-Aoaer / c»/ (e CaguS(nag C/» LL!M/
/271@[%}4014 ﬁfo‘l/\"z /ﬁ/\_oc yéiS@/’Jp \/(gé?ﬂ(‘p
/,,m/‘ ﬁ'} h? ahapﬁf‘emohq Stses '%ka

éVcoémS Oﬁ G’ﬂf/uf Tbﬂﬁ_at/ﬁcur“ —ttho b &‘/fe/’LJ’
Z?otc& '7[6 //Zu? PO«’%»{ L)LQ(QQA‘-{ Ou\D/Mno

8

© OCR 2023



A Level History A-Y317/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

On %o whole Bcc/?OISUrPS‘eniahon of Ao
QU< OLNS OHCJ Cc\uw\\ "ﬁ rM\a Gf}ml /ZQ_V‘d(uifm

DU eidd"'A l\. LN o u,nnak‘
_ 10 L N Matul.a’a' YA 2 A N o (D

0@ ’ﬂ/\o \/101&’109 J’(O‘Mf BLU’Q@“Q
7 ' " ~

s

a mbihon Q@@QJ’ Y %MOVMS/‘KFM\

berso lubionaces

’f&q(or haoorover  contreshs Riedeoss i
Aﬁ_ﬁmﬂdﬁ_&m_mm fhe fJCk_ﬂ*b\ hmdfm
N cauSung +the (’E’Q\/vb&lkom o s
/melu Aiv)ﬁonbt_bi@ %M(CW‘S Q.rma.""lomlr
LS 2 (wn sone  ceed, bH)/n ST A
(J m“df’ﬁ«n ?id)h(ﬁl C‘nV\Qo GC
’ Cr‘eo& Loqp —Fafmfc} gpenng a

&O‘DLLQ&\ @1(‘ WCF mc(/'akf\ %\.Q Chu’@?r

tho b Do(qn’calxmm tr/\MCCP WOS O
Ce,m\rr@' ﬁo\ccor £y o I’?_urolu,h_@wr Ogins

Cthd D@maj §u£semm€nﬁ &M’U‘no[’%)‘ﬁ
N o352 M.QOS %OCLG’//US‘L hn ‘((‘*u %ﬁg,
vé\\——q[' (‘}ea,f\poa a ﬂwelm@ﬂmn’r JE)\JLSLOV\
behueon Ate Lo [ of Jbo paltn ge
é//l/’A &S Ha  Crang af—@u(‘ J ol
Fle mzw such as 4t Gr g ol Foe.

‘Tﬂm,m’ LS m%ﬁ%%agﬂ/m%’f‘ s, as

© OCR 2023



A Level History A-Y317/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Mﬁm@%@ﬁaﬂb% @Cbu(mcn
of Ao aallk g o~ Fle Po\(//usaa:@%aaa\\

\An,//l« (WQ; G_Thuge/’@r -ﬁo%@tﬂm
MQWO/LV\ [Fﬂ {C?GQ /m P@”’l(}\/@'é)’ﬂ\n
‘;S_j@_gggcgf (SN c)ﬁ*/’fuz; Dcvﬂm

/%-E CCP (6@6:0}120 FO\C{LOQ[(%?CJ

| Cocdonco o Zau%@ Dol poven te the
| Aawdli ne (aminra &M@V@omfmhm
Grocp . Fogelore. ol Tlaatbors—eamiment
5 q{,{,eqLMk@mamu{@& & aveHak
e sia £t do Ho 8 pr™ Lhmeed Fho

[(’aVMQS pﬁ‘ FérajLCQ(LSqKon o wresel,
| "f’ e(hapPs

M ao sD(aqu[ LA OY‘OMSMWH@
CV)Pe,e’hoL\ sm%,g/alwm?@»w@

levidenced bo Nas pocting oo commdee:

vy z- Ao (S (1 /6.5 Y i A

| | cr‘ﬂ o f oo CCPiucoustng
JZ@_ @#me /ZQVO(%'/\QTVL /‘{'ﬂ@ua«[‘ I </
(fuenimw&;z WRZA //Zua mf@ o-ﬂ D&(‘L«\ Up@(‘(ah
() ,éae«#&- a‘eak@ ch(‘oqrc& 4’0 SO

T onlarg bo wseier (s potiops ™Mosk
(SNt Cerrc Lin (“n'ﬁﬁq/Pﬂno !A’Lan@ (PPI’\‘G‘V)Q(
yale 1o /ﬁ?g olarns @f > /«f—rml

[ I [ LmMS efSC"V)Q(

10 © OCR 2023




A Level History A-Y317/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

&(QV‘Q(O?WV‘J af Moo coere koo on

Crealina dhe Greok P(‘n‘e"aﬂq\/ %(V‘ Ce 'FDJOL,
’fpxrcr,wl«gh sucth o s fhe oxle g reverence
Hh ol Comp f[‘a scurand A4&o _ %0

s /am@[q concmaon, &S [rom /‘3(61L.

Mao L@c@’! QoS ﬂfzg,fae-e-m-{ ro@iaf

d&m(owwnhm\am culd oﬁ‘p G 2]

//Z\JZ (r]’H@ ]@002 Ro(‘)/b SQIII Ny 76.0\ ma[(-{dm
Co’lé?msél% /@m?ﬂééfﬁo fC?GGUﬁA ulorc
Maere L3 /amefu Cmm(uamﬁ-)a e
aﬂaffdhw\a ?Lqmtgh&)ovncp#a MQQS

LnNcreq Sur\o\d 9@%, /3\/” M?ofla/ mfz_ -

CG’MQ{WALQOJ o //u;s @Qrﬁcqff(@’h 2.S ‘

orehaS Preday -ﬁf\a ("M“"j CJ ’}/AQJ\Q
Mﬁé&kﬁﬁq Skbﬂﬁ(r\ Moas
glalus a o uf)lo )Ci”é(’ Shioh
Cocildaked, /o mm/momo( ks e
slea (b alldne Coltdrual o lihm

M,l/l/homm T u (ocs e/“lﬂphaczm Cn
M,Aos* 0‘&39&35’&1::%) uw/’& J/Ao USSR s
Z—Q—%-@F—m Persug suie Lo 84 L

_ é{(ZZJo:ﬁ N )g %k;@dgcfg,@/\/" YEprelonlted
J@ Mﬁe «PLQ mam/?ca nce G’E L&ﬁO(quo]
Haolotle vV Bau n 3 [f\ﬁ ] ’o//"LQO] (;%\-Q
N‘/«cqmm(SM /"S[-/H/\Q 50».1(0(' Z_CONOINA .

dund e tente. h}(‘}'f& VSSEs nﬂg,o,[g u

11 © OCR 2023




A Level History A-Y317/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

@in’lﬁAﬁS‘!ﬁ{ma }x{ﬂ( Mqo (1 c/Po3ng

/‘qrs orer U /]ﬁa C&Qs- AA/I«,«@J nd

Dé}mu\e [n

1 (e o Fre R ol [ JA, n.t_u U )
- wm ‘\,\.S &Ckhﬂﬂ(edem—\e_nk@(lm T‘of,e:(’h& CCP p(q,g)ada

- bnﬁt%é‘?;}j Oﬁf/l.g OIMO/ﬂ((G(ﬂ_S
Modsl Crokocs /’Zo/ﬂﬁ’[u Wre,qem!*i)(ﬂ;e
%&ﬁfﬂ‘l aoﬁ//lm Qw’{ ufdﬂeefa?m

’u"m-w —-.. e’} ‘A r {' — _. £
2 u@ ase ~ Jho po
-0V .-_-rrwn.-mmdllai ‘-‘::.__-:_:;:—::-":"_;f‘_'-"

_ML&EM@QQL&G:M_'{@_QO\M
Weorvachi ’Iﬁm(mf L\wm wmow‘)

(’g’hvm(?)’mo cg a,aQnofcﬂa d((?'(M,Q% r?;'ZQ
ok Fo COP plomed wn Hnaecina
Yhe Rowtihalion  aSwelias M&os robe)
as Ale M@mn )
(\w@m/i t//;“iS F[par (/é\a;zﬁf\@ Qul/bumd_

S -14: /%n@»r\ Ry mPﬂo @mﬁﬁh@ﬁ
ﬂwﬁ&l@lf "6 S S (oot 4y
Chen p B shrullipe e asS

%LAQ/%J MQMLC}QOO/ L(,(ﬂu? }eei/ﬁ(/ﬂl’@'fl

12 © OCR 2023



A Level History A-Y317/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

/V\[’&fr:?f’zsﬂaﬁ o, (§-More. @W/mcmam/’k
[/%’(Uf/&efs on the caouses (T—F’%z ({) hare |

p—@&r )[M’t\_@ﬂ % Ta@xft}lu‘/kmm H&(_‘_g&‘cﬁ_—
con Ao cullmrad’l/\a\/ mgpw&o( b

2 oreﬁ.gm (s /xf/ 5 )O
/’A/VTO? Ca FZ;‘IMO,MS) ,MCLD.

Exemplar 1 was awarded Level 6 marks and contains excellent knowledge and evaluation. It has
sustained judgements at the end of each paragraph and in the conclusion.
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Section B overview

To do well on Section B candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period,
explaining similarities and differences between the events they are discussing in order to show an
awareness of continuity and change across the whole period unless instructed otherwise. The
comparisons made may be either between periods within the topic or between regions. The strongest
answers will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement.

Question 2*

2* ‘Chinese governments responded effectively to rebellions and internal unrest during the period
from 1839 to 1989." How far do you agree? [25]

This was answered by a large number of candidates. Following the trend of previous series, the majority
of candidates approached the question thematically, using, for example, the themes of political control,
geographical control and violence.

At the top end of the mark range, candidates assessed three or four rulers within each paragraph,
evaluating the level of effectiveness in each area. Finally, responses in the top level contained interim
assessments (or end of paragraph judgements) before writing a developed conclusion which contained a
clear answer to the question.

At the lower end of the mark range candidates approached their answer either chronologically or were
unable to compare rulers within thematic paragraphs. The latter was common, when candidates realised
they had to write thematically, but then listed some or all rulers without comparing their effectiveness.

| Assessment for learning

responses and compared the reasons why they were successful. This was often using the
word ‘similarly’ to signpost. They then explained the level of effective response that resulted.
Weaker answers did not develop the response and simply used the word.

@ Successful answers grouped two effective responses to rebellions and two less effective

14 © OCR 2023
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Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 2 was awarded Level 6 marks. There is clear comparison and evaluation of at least three
different examples per paragraph, explaining why they were more or less effective. There are also good
end of paragraph judgements and a conclusion.
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Question 3*

3* ‘China’s economy was only successful from 1976 to 1989. How far do you agree with this view of
the period from 1839 to 19897 [25]

This was also a popular question. Candidates were able to focus on thematic paragraphs that were
related to the economy, predominantly agriculture, industry, finance and/or working conditions.

At the top end of the mark range, candidates used the period of 1976-1989 at the start of each
paragraph before comparing it to two other time periods (in each paragraph). Successful responses were
able to compare throughout the paragraph. For example, this was a greater period of success than X
because while X achieved this, Y achieved this. Followed by a conclusion at the end of the paragraph
stating which time period brought the greatest success. The best conclusions assessed each theme in
turn to reach a sustained judgement.

At the lower end of the mark range, candidates wrote about three time periods in total, either
chronologically or as factors. Some candidates also neglected the fact that the question was on the
economy and wrote about social factors or political change.

Furthermore, centres should be aware that this style of question is not designed to assess whether two
events were similar or not; it is about assessing change. Candidates should be encouraged, therefore, to
come to a sustained judgement about the importance of the event in the question in relation to others;
not whether it was similar to them. This was more prevalent this series than either in 2022 or pre-Covid.
Finally, candidates who did not cover the whole time period were not able to reach the higher levels.
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Exemplar 3
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Exemplar 3 was awarded Level 6 marks. There is clear comparison and evaluation of at least three
examples, and they are compared to the time frame in the question. There are also good end of
paragraph judgements (please note that paragraph 1 is an assertion) and a conclusion. This response
could have been more definitive in its argument and, on occasion, not argued chronologically.

Question 4*

4* ‘China’s attitude to the wider world during the period 1839 to 1989 was always defensive.” How
far do you agree? [25]

Following the trend of previous series, most candidates approached the question thematically, using, for
example, different countries as their themes. This did hinder some candidates as they were unable to

reach good levels of synthesis. The approach was correct, but there needed to be comparison across
the time periods as to how and why China’s attitude changed, not just simply exploring it chronologically.

At the top end of the mark range, candidates assessed three or four rulers within each paragraph,
evaluating the level of defensiveness in each area. Finally, responses in the top level contained interim
assessments (or end of paragraph judgements) before writing a developed conclusion which contained a
clear answer to the question.

At the lower end of the mark range candidates approached their answer either chronologically or were
unable to compare rulers within thematic paragraphs. The latter was common, when candidates realised
they had to write thematically, but then listed some or all rulers without comparing their effectiveness.

| Assessment for learning

Successful responses grouped two time periods when the attitude was defensive and two
time periods/rulers when it was not. This was often using the word “similarly” to signpost and
then explained the level of defensiveness. Weaker answers did not develop the response and
simply used the word.
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