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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y312/01 series overview

Y312/01 is one of twenty-one units for Paper 3 of the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This
unit tests an extended period of History of at least one hundred years through an interpretation option on
a named in-depth topic and two essays.

The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates are required to use contextual knowledge
to test the views of two historians about one of the three named in-depth topics or an aspect of one. The
question does not require them to comment on the style of writing or the provenance of the
interpretation.

In Section B candidates are required to answer two essay questions from a choice of three.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

¢ showed a clear understanding of the views of | ¢ showed a limited understanding of one or both
the two interpretations in relation to the of the interpretations

question « did not go beyond a basic explanation of part

e were able to use contextual knowledge to test of the interpretation
the interpretations, linking that knowledge
directly to the interpretation through evaluative
words

¢ did not link any contextual knowledge directly
to the interpretation and therefore did not
evaluate the interpretation

e were able to consider both the strengths and
limitations of both Interpretations using
contextual knowledge

¢ in answering the essay, adopted a
chronological rather than thematic approach

¢ did not make links or comparisons even if
events from different parts of the period were
e adopted a thematic approach discussed in the same paragraph

e covered the whole period in a balanced way

e made links and comparisons between aspects | ¢ did not cover the whole period

of the topic e did not focus on the precise wording of the

e explained the links and comparisons guestion
e supported their arguments with precise and e made unsupported comments about issues
relevant examples which were no more than assertions.

e reach a supported judgement about the issue
in the question.
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Section A overview

To do well on Section A, candidates need to explain the view of each interpretation in relation to the
gquestion and then evaluate the interpretation by the application of contextual knowledge. Responses
should show an understanding of the wider debate connected to the issue.

Question 1

1 Evaluate the interpretations in both of the two passages and explain which you think is more
convincing as an explanation of the witchcraft prosecutions in East Anglia in the period from
1645 to 1647. [30]

The two interpretations offered contrasting views as an explanation of the witchcraft prosecutions in East
Anglia in the period from 1645 to 1647. Interpretation A focused on the personal roles of Hopkins and
Stearne, while Interpretation B considered the impact of the civil war. Candidates were able to explain
the views of the two interpretations and most were able to support their explanations with some
contextual knowledge. However, in order to access the higher levels in the mark scheme, responses
must evaluate the interpretations. Candidates needed to consider whether the interpretations offer valid
views and support that with contextual knowledge which is clearly linked to the interpretations to show
whether the view is valid or not.

In discussing Interpretation A, the majority of candidates did not read the passage carefully and, using
the second sentence, suggested that it put forward the view that greed motivated Hopkins and Stearne.
Candidates then went on to argue this was valid because of how much they were paid, often providing
examples of taxes or the amount towns spent on hiring them. These candidates did not read the last
sentence of the argument which argued this view has no factual basis. Their responses could then have
used the aforementioned knowledge to challenge this view, a clear reminder for candidates of the need
to read the passages carefully. The majority of candidates were able to comment on the various issues
raised in the interpretation, such as a public duty, surprise and horror, linking this to events in
Manningtree. Many candidates also commented on them going only to places to which they were invited,
with some arguing that they followed the route of Dowsing which meant they went to areas of strong
Puritan belief, which could then be linked to the idea of public duty and the need to cleanse the area of
the devil.

In evaluating Interpretation B, knowledge was not always as detailed, although most were able to make
some valid points about East Anglia being a parliamentarian stronghold. Where responses were strong
was in discussing the breakdown in normal authority, with comments about the local assizes and the role
of Warwick in a number of trials. Responses also made reference to the godly nature of East Anglia and
the impact of the Civil War on the region, with some candidates showing detailed knowledge of tax rates
and the numbers recruited. In discussing the regions puritanism reference was often made to the
struggle between good and evil and the removal of clergymen who were not ideologically suited to the
demands of some.

Assessment for learning

@ Develop a working vocabulary of evaluative words and phrases that candidates can use.
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Misconception

Passage A did not argue that greed was a motive of Hopkins and Stearne.

Exemplar 1
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Exemplar 1 is a good example of a response that showed a high level of evaluation throughout and was
well supported by detailed contextual knowledge. It was therefore placed in Level 6. Contextual
knowledge was clearly linked to the interpretations and the response showed a wide range of evaluative

techniques. This was given Level 6: 27 marks.
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Section B overview

To do well on Section B, candidates need to make connections and links across the whole period,
explaining similarities and differences between the events they are discussing in order to show an
awareness of continuity and change across the whole period, unless instructed otherwise. The
comparisons made may be either between periods within the topic or between regions. The strongest
responses will test a hypothesis and reach a supported judgement.

Question 2*
2* ‘The withdrawal of the elite posed the greatest challenge to popular culture in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries.” How far do you agree? [25]

Candidates had a range of precise knowledge and demonstrated the ability to compare developments
both across the period and between regions, allowing them to access the higher levels. The majority of
candidates were able to write in some detail about the impact of the withdrawal of the elite, with some
breaking the elite down into different groups, such as the nobility or clergy and explaining the different
reasons for their withdrawal. There was often discussion of the changing attitudes of the elites towards
some of the events, such as the Feat of Fools, and how instead of it being seen as a ‘safety valve’, it
was now considered a threat to public order. Similarly, there was discussion of the impact of the
Reformation on the role of the clergy and how it led to their withdrawal. This was often linked to the
desire to create a godly society. However, some less successful responses then got drawn into
discussions about magic and witchcraft which were not linked to the actual question. A good range of
other issues were discussed, such as growing urbanisation and its impact, the importance of printing and
the spread of literature, growing leisure facilities and the impact of the Enlightenment.

The depth of knowledge and range of precise examples used by some candidates allowed comparisons
to be made between different regions and across the period. This is illustrated in the exemplar response
below, which was given full marks.

Assessment for learning

approach, nor stating that issues are similar/different. Candidates need to explain how the
issues being discussed are either similar or different. Perhaps thinking in terms of comparing
point by point might help.

@ Synthesis is crucial for reaching Levels 5 and 6. This does not simply involve a thematic
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Exemplar 2
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In Exemplar 2 the candidate has used a very good range of examples and comparisons, for example the
developments in music and dancing. There are judgements made and they have been well supported.
This was given Level 6, 25 marks.
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Question 3*
3* ‘Changes and divisions within society were the most important reasons for the persecution of
witches in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries." How far do you agree? [25]

Question 3 was the most popular question in the unit and attracted a wide range of responses. There
were a number of ways in which ‘changes and divisions within society’ could be interpreted. Some
candidates considered religious divisions, others focused on economic divisions and the growth in
poverty and in some responses, this was linked to a discussion about the transition from feudalism to
capitalism. There was certainly plenty for candidates to discuss. Less successful responses simply went
through a range of examples as to why witches were persecuted with a paragraph on a different witch
trial and then an attempt to link it back to the question. These responses did not score highly, and while
examples were needed to score well, candidates should be reminded that comparisons over the period
and between regions are also needed and this type of approach makes it very difficult. Discussions
about issues such as growing poverty and the decline in communal solidarity did allow comparisons.
Many candidates focused on religious divisions and here comparisons were much easier, with regions
that had religious conformity, such as Ireland, Spain and Italy showing lower levels of persecutions. The
most successful responses then noted that the Dutch republic which had religious divisions saw low
levels of persecution. This then often led to an examination of the growth of the power of the state and
centralisation as an explanation, again leading to contrasts between parts of the Holy Roman Empire
and France. There were also discussions of both war and the mini-ice age, which again facilitated
comparisons and challenges. There was much a candidate could consider and it was not expected that
all issues would be discussed in order to achieve a high level.
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Question 4*
4* ‘Regional variations in the persecution of witches suggests that there was not a European
Witchcraze in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.” How far do you agree? [25]

Question 4 produced the greatest variety of responses. There were many candidates who did not fully
understand the demands of the question and saw the question as no more than a virtual repeat of the
previous question, explaining why there were hunts in various regions and not in others. The question
required candidates to focus on the geographical and time differences of the hunts in order to assess
whether there was a general witchcraze. The most successful responses usually began by explaining
what they understood to be a witchcraze. Candidates who understood the demands of the question were
often able to access the higher levels as the question made it straightforward for comparisons to be
made. In agreeing with the statement many candidates noted that the vast majority of persecutions
occurred within the Holy Roman Empire and then took this further to show it was within a small area of
the Empire, contrasting not only other areas of Europe with the Empire, but states such as Bamberg with
Bavaria. Some candidates then took this further and argued that over time the geographical focus
changed from west of the Elbe to the East, so that in the earlier period it was the Empire, but later it was
places such as Poland that saw the concentration of hunts. Comparisons were also made between those
areas of high persecutions, such as the Empire with Spain, Italy and France and explanations were
offered as to why this occurred, but the focus was on arguing that because the hunts were not across the
whole of Europe and at the same time it was difficult to argue there was a craze. Some also argued that
in some regions, hunts were often isolated, irregular occurrences over a short period, as in England with
either Pendle or East Anglia, unlike sustained hunts in the Empire. The Empire provided a particularly
useful point of comparison for responses. The clear message from this question was the need to focus
on the precise demands of the question and not respond to a slightly different question on why there
were hunts.

Misconception

Candidates answered a question on why there were witch hunts not whether the persecution
of witches could be described as a witchcraze.
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via an online platform, so you can attend from any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking
and support.

ExamBuilder is the question builder platform for a range of our GCSE,
A Level, Cambridge Nationals and Cambridge Technicals qualifications.
Find out more.

ExamBuilder is free for all OCR centres with an Interchange account
and gives you unlimited users per centre. We need an Interchange
username to validate the identity of your centre’s first user account for
ExamBuilder.

If you do not have an Interchange account please contact your centre
administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request a username, or
nominate an existing Interchange user in your department.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals.

Find out more.
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qualifications or services (including administration, this resource. Add comments if you want to.

logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch Let us know how we can improve this resource or

with our customer support centre. what else you need. Your email address will not be
used or shared for any marketing purposes.
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support@ocr.org.uk
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Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a
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https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder/
https://ocr.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ocrexams/
https://twitter.com/ocrexams
http://instagram.com/ocrexaminations
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ocr
https://www.youtube.com/user/ocrexams
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20like%20the%20Summer%202023%20Examiners%27%20report%20A%20Level%20History%20A%20Y312/01
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20dislike%20the%20Summer%202023%20Examiners%27%20report%20A%20Level%20History%20A%20Y312/01

	Contents
	Introduction
	Paper Y312/01 series overview
	Section A overview
	Question 1
	Exemplar 1


	Section B overview
	Question 2*
	Exemplar 2

	Question 3*
	Question 4*


