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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y224/01 series overview

Y224/01 is one of twenty four units in Paper 2 for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This
unit tests an extended period of History of about 100 years through a short-answer essay and a
traditional essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer essay and a
traditional essay and candidates had to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates needed to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates needed to address the issue in the question, using
detailed supporting knowledge. Toreach the higher levels candidates needed to assess the issues they
discussed and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

Candidates who did well on this paper

Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e gave equal consideration to the two issues in | e considered only one of the issues or discussed

the short answer essay

reached a developed and supported
judgement as to which issue was more
significant or important

linked their knowledge of the issues to the

one in a superficial way

produced ajudgement that was not supported
and was therefore assertion or a judgement
that did not follow logically from the response

were unable to use their knowledge to address

focus of the question the issue in the question

e discussed at least two relevant issues in depth | ¢ showed a poor understanding of the major

e the supporting detail was both accurate and issues relevant to the essay

relevant to the question set, not just the topic | ¢ were unable to support their answer with

e reach asupported judgement about the issue relevant or accurate material

in the question e did not focus on the precise wording of the

¢ make a series of interim judgements about the question

issues discussed in relation to the question. ¢ made unsupported comments about issues
which were no more than assertions.
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Question 1 (a)

1 (a) Which of the following had the greater impact on the lives of Black South Africans in the
period from 1948 to 19547

(i) Geographical segregation
(ii) Changes to education

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Many candidates demonstrated good knowledge and understanding of both factors, in particular the
legislation that underpinned geographical segregation. For example, Group Areas Act (1950) and Bantu
Authorities Act (1951) and changes to education with the Bantu Education Act (1953). In many cases,
knowledge of this legislation formed the foundation on which more detailed discussions of the impact of
each factor on the lives of Black South Africans was built. In general, the impact of geographical
segregation was seen as being more short term than changes to education. However, its devastating
consequences were still acknowledged, such as the poor conditions of the housing and land onto which
the Black South Africans were forced. Many candidates argued that changes to education had more far
reaching consequences, in that generations of Black South Africans suffered as a result of the limited
educational opportunities enforced on them by the act. Answers in the higher levels also included a valid
and developed judgement.
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Exemplar 1
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This is an example of a Level 5 response for Question 1 (a). It includes detailed knowledge of both
factors, together with a less developed but valid judgement. This was given Level 5: 7 marks.

Question 1 (b)*

(b)* ‘The greatest social and economic problem for South Africans from 1989 to 1999 was HIV/
AIDS.” How far do you agree? [20]

Many candidates disagreed with the statement in the question, despite the devastation wrought by
HIV/AIDS on South African society being well known. The seriousness of the HIV/AIDS problem was
highlighted by some candidates through reference to the mishandling of the crisis by the government.
For candidates who did agree with the statement, HIV/AIDS was the cause of a number of other
problems. For example, a rapidly rising crime rate and broader social instability. Other problems
included: poverty amongst Black South Africans, the legacy, according to some, of apartheid measures,
rising crime rates, unemployment, the economic consequences of the withdrawal of foreign investment
as a result of apartheid, the exclusion of South Africa from world sporting events, gender inequalities
(evidenced in the high numbers of rapes), limited public amenities, and the fallout of apartheid.
Candidates had plenty of problems to discuss. Answers in the higher levels included more detailed
explanation of some of these, together with a valid judgement.
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This is an example of a Level 6 response for Question 1 (b). It includes detailed explanation of relevant
factors, evaluation of the relative importance of some of these factors and a valid judgement. This was
given Level 6: 17 marks.

Assessment for learning

provides provided a valid explanation as to why a factor is more or less important, for

@ In relation to part (b), judgement is needed in order to reach the higher levels. A judgement
example; itis not simply an assertion stating that a particular factor is the most important one.

Question 2 (a)

2 (a) Which of the following was more effective in resisting apartheid in the period from 1955 to
19787

(i) Student groups
(ii) Women'’s groups

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Knowledge of student groups was certainly more developed than knowledge of women’s groups. That
said, many candidates referred to the protests over the Pass Laws, as well as the role of women in
supporting resistance at grass roots level, and the role of organisations like FSAW. For student groups,
candidates usually mentioned organisations like SASO, Steve Biko and the ‘Black Consciousness’
movement, and the participation of students in the Soweto Uprising (1976). Given the importance of the
latter event in generating international support for the resistance to apartheid, many candidates argued
in favour of student groups being more effective in resisting apartheid in this period. Answers in the
higher levels also included a valid and developed judgement.
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Question 2 (b)*

(b)* Assess the reasons for the failure of opposition and resistance to the Nationalist
Government in the period from 1948 to 1954. [20]

Stronger answers to this question were usually structured around the legislation that underpinned the
National Government’s efforts to stifle opposition and resistance. Such legislation included the
Suppression of Communism Act (1950), which many candidates identified as crucial to the government’s
approach since it allowed them to stamp out resistance organisations easily, the Public Safety Act (1953)
and the Criminal Law Amendment Act (1953). Other factors included the role of the Cold War, which
minimised international support for the resistance groups, the monopoly of political power by the white
minority, the futility of the passive resistance tactics of groups like the ANC, the inability for resistance
groups to co-ordinate their activities, and, more generally, fear of the government’s reprisals. Answers in
the higher levels included more detailed explanation of some of these factors together with a valid
judgement. Weaker answers included events from outside the period of the question, including the
Rivonia Trial (1963/64).
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This is an example of a Level 5 response for Question 2 (b). It includes a fairly detailed explanation of
relevant factors but with some imparting of knowledge. However, in the conclusion, it includes a less
developed judgement, which is sufficient to push the answer into Level 5. This was given Level 5: 13
marks.

18 © OCR 2023




Supporting you

Teach
Cambridge

Reviews of
marking

Access to
Scripts

Keep up-to-date

OCR
Professional
Development

Signed up for
ExamBuilder?

Active Results

Make sure you visit our secure website Teach Cambridge to find the full
range of resources and support for the subjects you teach. This includes
secure materials such as set assignments and exemplars, online and
on-demand training.

Don’t have access? If your school or college teaches any OCR
qualifications, please contact your exams officer. You can forward them
this link to help get you started.

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to
consider one of our post-results services. For full information about the
options available visit the OCR website.

For the June 2023 series, Exams Officers will be able to download
copies of your candidates' completed papers or 'scripts' for all of our
General Qualifications including Entry Level, GCSE and AS/A Level.
Your centre can use these scripts to decide whether to request a review
of marking and to support teaching and learning.

Our free, on-demand service, Access to Scripts is available via our
single sign-on service, My Cambridge. Step-by-step instructions are on
our website.

We send a monthly bulletin to tell you about important updates. You can
also sign up for your subject specific updates. If you haven't already,

sign up here.

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear directly from a senior
assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our courses are delivered live
via an online platform, so you can attend from any location.

Please find details for all our courses for your subject on Teach
Cambridge. You'll also find links to our online courses on NEA marking
and support.

ExamBuilder is the question builder platform for a range of our GCSE,
A Level, Cambridge Nationals and Cambridge Technicals qualifications.
Find out more.

ExamBuilder is free for all OCR centres with an Interchange account
and gives you unlimited users per centre. We need an Interchange
username to validate the identity of your centre’s first user account for
ExamBuilder.

If you do not have an Interchange account please contact your centre
administrator (usually the Exams Officer) to request a username, or
nominate an existing Interchange user in your department.

Review students’ exam performance with our free online results analysis
tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals.

Find out more.


https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/access-to-scripts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://ocr.org.uk/activeresults

Need to get in touch? We really value your feedback

If you ever have any questions about OCR Click to send us an autogenerated email about
qualifications or services (including administration, this resource. Add comments if you want to.
logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch Let us know how we can improve this resource or
with our customer support centre. what else you need. Your email address will not be

used or shared for any marketing purposes.
Call uson

01223 553998 0| like this Qldislike this

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit

[0 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder
{8 ocr.org.uk

© facebook.com/ocrexams

¥ twitter.com/ocrexams
instagram.com/ocrexaminations

[ linkedin.com/company/ocr

O youtube.com/ocrexams

Please note — web links are correct at date
of publication but other websites may
change over time. If you have any problems
with a link you may want to navigate to that
organisation’s website for a direct search.

' CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS & ASSESSMENT

OCRis part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2023 Oxford Cambridge and

RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels,
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource freely if you keep the OCR logo and this small print intact and you acknowledge OCR as the originator of the resource.
OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications.


mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20like%20the%20Summer%202023%20Examiners%27%20report%20A%20Level%20History%20A%20Y224/01
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20dislike%20the%20Summer%202023%20Examiners%27%20report%20A%20Level%20History%20A%20Y224/01
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder/
https://ocr.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ocrexams/
https://twitter.com/ocrexams
http://instagram.com/ocrexaminations
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ocr
https://www.youtube.com/user/ocrexams
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=

	Contents
	Introduction
	Paper Y224/01 series overview
	Question 1 (a)
	Exemplar 1

	Question 1 (b)*
	Exemplar 2

	Question 2 (a)
	Question 2 (b)*
	Exemplar 3





