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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper Y221/01 series overview 

Y221/01 is one of twenty four units in Paper 2 for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This 

unit tests an extended period of History of about 100 years through a short-answer essay and a 

traditional essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short-answer essay and a 

traditional essay and candidates had to answer both parts of one question.   

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates needed to consider the significance or 

importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having 

analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or 

significant.  

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates needed to address the issue in the question, using 

detailed supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels, candidates needed to assess the issues they 

discussed and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.   

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• gave equal consideration to the two issues in 
the short-answer essay 

• reached a developed and supported 
judgement as to which issue was more 
significant or important 

• linked their knowledge of the issues to the 
focus of the question 

• discussed at least two relevant issues in depth 

• gave supporting detail that was both accurate 
and relevant to the question set, not just the 
topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about the 
issues discussed in relation to the question. 

• considered only one of the issues or discussed 
one in a superficial way 

• produced a judgement that was not supported 
and was therefore assertion or a judgement 
that did not follow logically from the response 

• were unable to use their knowledge to address 
the issue in the question 

• showed a poor understanding of the major 
issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their response with 
relevant or accurate material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 
which were no more than assertions. 
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Question 1 (a)  

This was the least popular of the two questions. Some candidates struggled to distinguish between the 

two organisations, leading to some confusion in details, and some generalisation. Better responses 

combined precise examples with a clear emphasis of the impact on workers. A significant number of 

responses tended to be descriptive and were restricted to the lower levels. There was also some 

unevenness noted, with ‘Strength through Joy’ generally more familiar to candidates.  

 

Question 1 (b)*  

Most candidates could identify the key elements of the Berlin Uprising, and often combined this with 

consideration of other factors including the ‘brain drain’ or the unpopularity of collectivisation. However, 

fewer candidates successfully focused on the exact question, considering the challenge to the 

government. The most successful responses distinguished between short term challenges, and the 

possibility that crushing the uprising helped to secure the regime under Ulbricht.  
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Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 was placed in Level 6 as it dealt with an impressive range of issues, including the problems 

of the economic policies adopted by Ulbricht, the problems caused by migration as well as the named 

factor with the 1953 uprising. The candidate focused on the specific question by evaluating the nature of 

the challenge to the East German government for each factor in detail. Another obvious feature of this 

response is the interim judgements made at the end of each argument as well as a concluding 

judgement. These are all features of a Level 6 response. 
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Question 2 (a)  

On this question a significant number of candidates discussed the FRG, rather than the DDR/GDR. 

When discussing the DDR many candidates wrote quite generally about the economy at times, with 

better responses picking out key details such as collectivisation or nationalisation. In examining changes 

to society there were a number of relevant areas discussed including mass organisations, religious 

change, the role of women and education. The most successful responses formed a judgement that 

often considered the extent of the change, and not just whether things changed ‘or not’. This can be 

seen in Exemplar 2. 
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Exemplar 2 
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Misconception 

 

The A Level specification clearly uses the term DDR in the ‘Divided Germany 1949-1963’ key 

topic. In this question a significant number of candidates confused the FRG with the DDR. 

Candidates need to take care to learn what the different countries were called. 
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Question 2 (b)*  

This question elicited the full range of responses with many candidates displaying excellent subject 

knowledge. The dates in the question were sometimes overlooked with a number evaluating the role of 

the Reichstag Fire and Enabling Act, which were beyond the remit of this question. There were some 

descriptive responses which recounted the 1920s in great detail but without demonstrating how this led 

to Hitler’s rise. Such responses were restricted to Level 2 or Level 3. The best responses explained 

throughout their paragraphs and explored links between the factors when assessing the reasons for 

Hitler’s rise. Exemplar 3 draws the various factors together in the concluding judgement and was given 

Level 5. 

Exemplar 3 
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Assessment for learning 

 

A number of candidates wrote about material from beyond the scope of the question. 

Candidates need to pay careful attention to the wording and the dates in the question.  
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