
Qualification
Accredited

ocr.org.uk/history

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

      

HISTORY A
H505
For first teaching in 2015

A LEVEL

Version 1

Y215/01 Summer 2023 series

Examiners’ report

http://www.ocr.org.uk/subjects/history/


A Level History A - Y215/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 

 2 © OCR 2023 

Contents 

Introduction ................................................................................................................................................. 3 

Paper Y215/01 series overview .................................................................................................................. 4 

Question 1 (a) ......................................................................................................................................... 5 

Question 1 (b)* ...................................................................................................................................... 10 

Question 2 (a) ....................................................................................................................................... 17 

Question 2 (b)* ...................................................................................................................................... 19 

  



A Level History A - Y215/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 

 3 © OCR 2023 

Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper Y215/01 series overview 

Y215/01 is one of twenty four units in Paper 2 for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This 
unit tests an extended period of History of about 100 years through a short-answer essay and a 
traditional essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short-answer essay and a 
traditional essay and candidates had to answer both parts of one question.  

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates needed to consider the significance or 
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having 
analysed or explained both, they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or 
significant.  

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates needed to address the issue in the question, using 
detailed supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels, candidates needed to assess the issues they 
discussed and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

 

• gave equal consideration to the two issues in 
the short-answer essay 

• reached a developed and supported 
judgement as to which issue was more 
significant or important 

• linked their knowledge of the issues to the 
focus of the question 

• discussed at least two relevant issues in depth 

• gave supporting detail, which was both 
accurate and relevant to the question set, not 
just the topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about the 
issues discussed in relation to the question. 

 

• considered only one of the issues or discussed 
one in a superficial way 

• produced a judgement that was not supported 
and was therefore assertion or a judgement 
that did not follow logically from the response 

• were unable to use their knowledge to address 
the issue in the question 

• showed a poor understanding of the major 
issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their response with 
relevant or accurate material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 
which were no more than assertions. 
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Question 1 (a)  

Question 1 was the most popular question. Good responses had detailed knowledge under control. 

However, for the majority of responses, there were problems when knowledge of (i) revolutions in 

Piedmont and, especially (ii) revolutions in Naples was imprecise. Most recognised the importance of the 

Statuto in Piedmont and the significance of the Piedmontese mounting a military challenge to the 

Austrians and attracting support from other parts of Italy, even if the war ended in defeat. Several 

candidates appreciated how this set a precedent for Piedmont’s role in the 1850s and, particularly, the 

realisation that foreign military support was essential to defeat the Austrians. Only the best responses 

found their way through the tangle of events in Naples, appreciating the role of Sicily and that, hence, 

there were in effect two revolutions in Naples, one easily suppressed, the other only put down with 

difficulty.  

Misconception 

 

Naples and Sicily 

Many candidates did not appreciate the Sicilian dimension of the Neapolitan monarchy, that 

the Italian revolutions of 1848 began in Sicily and that the Sicilian revolution was much harder 

for Ferdinand, King of Naples, to suppress. In terms of future impact, Garibaldi chose Sicily in 

1860 for its revolutionary potential. 
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Exemplar 1  
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Exemplar 1 shows a high degree of accuracy and relevance, analysing both factors convincingly, if a 

little light on Sicily in (ii), and was given Level 6: 9 marks. 
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Exemplar 2  
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Exemplar 2 is also a focused response but is missing key elements such as the Sicilian component of (ii) 

and the Statuto in (i). Hence it was seen as uneven and given Level 4: 6 marks.  
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Question 1 (b)*  

Most candidates who took this question adopted the sensible approach of assessing Napoleonic rule 

and comparing its impact to other factors in the period from 1789 to 1847. Common alternative factors 

were, the French Revolution, the restored monarchies, revolutions and nationalist movements in the 

1815-47 period. Better responses appreciated the example set by the Napoleonic period in terms of 

reform and a diminished role for the Catholic church, but also realised that most of this was short-lived. 

More positive appreciation could be given to the Carbonari, Mazzini and other strands of national thought 

in the 1840s. Because of the breadth of material that could be employed, a wide variety of approaches 

was possible. Weaker responses did not get much beyond the Napoleonic period and were confused 

about many details.  

Exemplar 3 
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Exemplar 3 is sharply focused on the question, well informed and includes some interim judgement; 

hence, it was given Level 6: 17 marks.  
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Exemplar 4 
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Exemplar 4 is a narrow, relatively brief response, but shows good knowledge and understanding of the 

Napoleonic period in Italy. Its weakness is its failure to go forward to 1847 in any depth, although it does 

refer glancingly to the revolutions of 1820-1 and 1830-1. This was given Level 4: 12 marks. 
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Question 2 (a)  

Providing responses were clear about what constituted ‘Italy,’ useful content was easy to assess. For (i) 

the obvious points were Piedmont’s involvement in the Crimean War and the pact at Plombières and for 

(ii) Cavour’s domestic reforms in the 1850s and his dealings with Garibaldi and Victor Emmanuel in 

1860-61.  

Exemplar 5 
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Exemplar 5 offers sound coverage of both factors and reaches a brief, substantiated judgement, hence it 

was given Level 5: 8 marks. 
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Question 2 (b)*  

A popular, and successful, approach was to range consideration of the Mezzogiorno against the other 

main features of the Italian state in this period, natural choices being foreign affairs, the functioning of the 

political system and relations with the Catholic church. In assessing the Mezzogiorno, most candidates 

recognised the significance of the Northern, Piedmontese domination of the Italian state, the Brigands’ 

War, economic impositions and disparities and the significant degree of emigration. Some candidates 

recognised that there was some success in removing the worst of the burdens on the South as the 

period unfolded. Better responses also appreciated the success of Italy in foreign affairs, as she 

acquired vital territories up to 1870 and then became a player in great power diplomacy later. The 

calamity of Adowa was significant, nonetheless. The papacy’s antagonistic relationship with the new 

Italian state was also seen as significant, as was the endemic corruption in the parliamentary system.  

Exemplar 6 
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Exemplar 6 picks two contrasting factors – foreign affairs and relations with the papacy – to consider 

alongside the Mezzogiorno and shows good engagement throughout, without achieving the level of 

development or detailed discussion of all three that would put in in the higher reaches of Level 5 or Level 

6. Hence, this response was given Level 5:14 marks. 
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