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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y203/01 series overview

Y203/01 is one of twenty four units in Paper 2 for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This
unit tests an extended period of History of about 100 years through a short-answer essay and a
traditional essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short-answer essay and a
traditional essay and candidates had to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates needed to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both, they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates needed to address the issue in the question, using
detailed supporting knowledge. Toreach the higher levels, candidates needed to assess the issues they
discussed and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

the short-answer essay

reached a developed and supported
judgement as to which issue was more
significant or important

linked their knowledge of the issues to the

e gave equal consideration to the two issues in | e considered only one of the issues or discussed

one in a superficial way

produced ajudgement that was not supported
and was therefore assertion or a judgement
that did not follow logically from the response

were unable to use their knowledge to address

focus of the question the issue in the question

e discussed at least two relevant issues in depth | ¢ showed a poor understanding of the major

e the supporting detail was both accurate and issues relevant to the essay

relevant to the question set, not just the topic | ¢ were unable to support their answer with

e reach a supported judgement about the issue relevant or accurate material

in the question e did not focus on the precise wording of the

¢ make a series of interim judgements about the question

issues discussed in relation to the question. e made unsupported comments about issues
which were no more than assertions.
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Question 1 (a)

1 (a) Which of the following was more affected by the failure of the Second Crusade?
(i) The West
(ii) The Islamic world

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Most candidates argued that part (ii) the Islamic world was more affected by the failure of the Second
Crusade. In particular, candidates referred to how military successes on the Second Crusade proved to
the Muslim leaders that the Crusaders could be defeated. Most referred to Zengi’s success in unifying
the Muslim world and thereby eliminating the disunity that had worked against the Islamic world at the
time of the First Crusade. Some responses even highlighted the links between the promotion of jihad
after the Second Crusade and Saladin’s decisive victory at Hattin in 1187. When discussing part (i) the
West, candidates referred to the damage to the prestige of the leaders of the crusade, including Bernard
of Clairvaux, whose preaching had done much to promote the enterprise. Defeat had the effect of turning
people away fromthe idea of crusading, although, as some candidates pointed out, it wasn’t sufficient to
deter Richard I and Philip Augustus from embarking on the Third Crusade. Weaker responses focused
on the reasons for the failure of the Second Crusade. These responses were therefore not properly
focused on the question.
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This exemplar is a Level 5 response for Question 1 (a). It includes balanced analysis of both factors
using detailed knowledge and a judgement in relation to the question. For Level 6, knowledge will be
more developed. This was given Level 5: 8 marks.

Question 1 (b)*

(b)* How important were the military orders to the survival of the Crusader States in the
12th Century? [20]

Knowledge of the military orders was, in general, good. Candidates discussed quite confidently the role
of the Templars and the Hospitallers in protecting pilgrims, providing medical care, guarding castles, and
supplementing the kingdom’s military forces. Fewer candidates referred to the role of the orders in
acquiring support from the West. Some commented on the fearsome reputation of the orders among the
Muslims. Other factors discussed included aid from the West. While some candidates made much of this
point, others noted that the level of aid fluctuated, and that it was in fact a lack of aid that ultimately
contributed to the fall of the Crusader States. Similarly, the strength of leadership offered by the kings of
Jerusalem could easily be countered by referring to the damaging impact of succession disputes on the
stability of the kingdom itself. For candidates, the most significant factor contributing to the survival of the
Crusader States was the disunity of the Muslim world, which had been a reality since 1092. Candidates
were aware of the impact of the Muslim successes on the Second Crusade in bringing together the
Islamic world. It was only after the middle of the twelfth century that the integrity of the Crusader States
became ever more fragile. Answers in the higher levels provided judgements in addition to fairly detailed
explanations of relevant factors.
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This exemplar is a Level 5 response for Question 1 (b). It provides an explanation of relevant factors with
reasonably detailed knowledge and a valid judgement. To reach Level 6, more developed judgement is
required. Interim judgements at the end of the discussion of each factor would help, as would more
detailed knowledge of each factor. This was given Level 5: 16 marks.

Question 2 (a)

2 (a) Which of the following was more responsible for the defeat of the Crusaders at Hattin?
(i) The tactics of Saladin
(ii) Crusader weaknesses

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

Many candidates had good knowledge and understanding of the tactics employed by Saladin at Hattin.
These included, for example, filling in wells, burning scrubland, and picking off the Crusaders with light
cavalry. Some candidates focused instead on Saladin’s broader efforts at bringing together the Islamic
world and promoting jihad in the decades before the battle. These responses were less effective since
they did not properly focus on the tactics themselves.

For Crusader weaknesses, candidates were well aware of the problems caused by succession disputes
in the kingdom of Jerusalem. Knowledge of the inadequacies of Guy de Lusignhan as a military leader
were also discussed. Some candidates erroneously discussed Guy’s subsequent dispute with Conrad of
Montferrat, events that were irrelevant to this question. Many candidates argued that part (i) was more
responsible for the defeat, since Saladin was able to capitalise on Crusader weaknesses: part (ii). A few
candidates provided confused responses which associated Richard | and Philip Augustus with Hattin.
This was clearly incorrect.
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Question 2 (b)*

(b)* Assess the reasons for the enthusiastic response to the preaching of the First Crusade. [20]

The reasons for the enthusiastic response to the preaching of the First Crusade were largely well known.
Answers tended to focus on the novelty of Pope Urban’s offer to remit all penance in return for taking
part in the crusade, the emergence of primogeniture in inheritance practices across western Europe, and
the broader societal conditions which meant that many people lived in poverty. Some candidates added
the pull of Jerusalem itself, which was linked to religious motivation, since Jerusalem was where Jesus
had walked the earth, and where he had died. Stronger responses were able to evaluate the importance
of these factors. Primogeniture, for example, was by no means common across all of western Europe.
Similarly, poverty was less likely to impact on the nobility who provided the core of the military support
for the endeavour. Other responses took a wider view by highlighting the role of the Peace and then
Truce of God in bringing to light the inherent violence of eleventh-century society which Pope Urban
sought to re-direct to the east. Relations with the Byzantine Empire, arguably the catalyst for the
enterprise, were also discussed, although it perhaps had more to do with the inception of the idea in
Gregory VII's mind rather than Urban’s. Many candidates were able to discuss some of these factors
with reasonably detailed knowledge. However, in order to reach the higher levels, a judgement was
needed.

Assessment for learning

@ In relation to part (b), judgement is needed in order to reach the higher levels. A judgement

provides a valid explanation as to why a factor is more or less important. It is not simply an
assertion stating that a particular factor is the most important one.
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This is an example of a Level 5 response for Question 2 (b). It includes a fairly detailed explanation of
some of the factors. It lacks a clear and substantiated judgement in the conclusion. However, it does
provide some limited interim judgement which pushes the response into Level 5. This was given Level 5:
13 marks.
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