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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper Y112/01 series overview 

Y112 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit 
tests an extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and 
an essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory 
source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four 
sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay 
question from a choice of two. 

  
To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to both:  

• consider the provenance of the sources, and  
• apply contextual knowledge to the content of the sources  

This allows them fully to answer the question set by reaching a judgement about the sources in relation 
to the issue in the question.  

  
It is important that the judgement reached is based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence 
given, and that it is not merely the candidate’s own judgement on the topic based purely on their own 
contextual knowledge.  

  
In order to reach Level 6, a good strategy is to make a judgement at the end of the analysis of each 
source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion. 

  
To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also 
make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor. 

  
 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• considered the provenance of the source(s) 
and used relevant contextual knowledge 

• clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the 
source being discussed to show whether the 
view of the source was valid or not 

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent 
to which the sources supported the view in the 
question 

• discussed at least two relevant issues in depth 

• wrote supporting detail that was both accurate 
and relevant to the question set, not just the 
topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question 

• made a series of interim judgements about the 
issues discussed in relation to the question. 

 

• did not consider the provenance and use 
contextual knowledge to evaluate the 
sources 

• wrote an unbalanced response in their 
treatment of the sources, with very little 
consideration of one of the sources 

• reached a judgement based on their 
knowledge rather than the sources 

• showed a poor understanding of the major 
issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their response 
with relevant material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about 
issues which were assertions. 
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Section A overview 

The Enquiry section in this unit examines the reasons whether economic and financial concerns were 

the focus of the debate about national efficiency in the period 1900-1918. The question required 

candidates to critically assess evidence and reach judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the 

central theme in this section with all marks given against AO2. 

 

Question 1  

Most candidates were able to analyse the content of the four sources and reach a well-reasoned 

conclusion regarding those which supported the premise in the title and those that didn’t. Candidates 

displayed a sound understanding of technique and so understood the need to use both context and 

provenance when evaluating the sources. Candidates should be reminded of the need to reach an 

appropriate judgement on the provenance of the sources as this is something that was omitted in many 

responses. Candidates who were less successful, tended to describe parts of the sources that agreed 

with their points without clear analysis and also tended to either ignore the provenance of the sources or 

fail to evaluate the sources in context.  

Source A was used to contradict the premise in the question, with most candidates able to use the 

content to discuss the fact that health was a more significant concern, in particular, the use of alcohol. 

Contextually, candidates were able to call on a variety of support including the aftermath of the Boer War 

and the physical problems encountered in raising an army. Others pointed to the 1904 Licensing Laws 

and made profitable use of the context surrounding these. In terms of provenance candidates relied on 

stock analysis of a governmental report, with better responses aware of the expertise involved in the 

committee.  

When analysing the content of Source B, candidates were able to use it to both support and challenge 

the views in the question. Candidates who used it to support the premise in the title, were able to argue 

that the country needed a stronger workforce to compete internationally with the country’s biggest rivals. 

Others were able to point to the idea of social cohesion and that the country needed stronger citizens if it 

were to remain united. Contextually there was a variety of support offered, including the rise of Germany 

and the USA, the impact of New Liberalism, the flaws of the existing Poor Laws etc. Candidates who 

referred to any of these in their evaluation were rewarded. In terms of provenance the best responses 

recognised the distinction between the Majority and Minority Reports and were able to discuss the 

divisions profitably. Others noted the expertise of the Commission or commented on the disparaging 

tone of the report.  
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In terms of Source C, most candidates used its content to demonstrate how it supported the premise in 

the question by showing how poor wages were having a negative impact on industry. Some candidates 

questioned whether this was more a moral or financial question and were duly given marks too. 

Contextually, there were a number of avenues that were profitably explored with some candidates 

evaluating the source in relation to the industrial relations of 1910-12, with references to various strikes, 

including Tonypandy, as well as Liberal reforms. Others discussed the findings of Booth and Rowntree 

and were able to evaluate accordingly. Provenance was usually good although many candidates 

believed that Fabians were a right-wing organisation. Some candidates focused on Ensor being 

dependable as he was a respected writer, while the best responses considered his Fabian background 

as having more sympathy with the views he was advocating.  

The provenance of Source D was generally well-known with candidates able to discuss Rowntree’s 

expertise and background. A few candidates expanded on this with good knowledge of the welfare 

schemes available at his factory in York, although this wasn’t widely known. The key points of the 

question were usually analysed correctly and most candidates were able to discuss the specific context 

of WW1 and Rowntree’s purpose in raising these issues.  
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Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 demonstrates a response that has a judgement in the conclusion and reached the top of 

Level 5. 

Misconception 

 

A significant number of candidates felt that Ensor, a Fabian, was writing from a right-wing 

perspective and was determined to protect the interests of business owners.  
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Assessment for learning 

 

To achieve the higher levels, candidates must evaluate the four sources using context and 

provenance and reach a judgement on the reliability of the sources. Exemplar 1 shows a 

judgement on the sources that reached Level 5 with the candidate evaluating the provenance 

here. 

 



A Level History A - Y112/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 

 13 © OCR 2023 

Section B overview 

Two essays are set, each from a different Key Topic. The candidates were asked to examine whether 

Conservative domestic policies were the most important reason for their defeat in 1929 or if financial 

issues were the main difficulty facing Labour governments in the period 1945-51. The questions set 

required candidates to analyse causes and consequences of major historical issues. 

 

Question 2* 

Question 2 was the least popular of the two essays and responses were variable in quality. Candidates 

who gave the best responses, considered a range of factors including their handling of the General 

Strike and the negative impacts of the Trades Disputes Act, the return to the Gold Standard and the 

extension of the franchise to women over twenty-one. The minority of candidates were able to point to 

the successes of Chamberlain or the impact of the national grid and the BBC. In countering these 

arguments there were few who were able to discuss the lacklustre election campaign of ‘Safety-First’, or 

the lack of character in the cabinet. Many candidates were able to discuss how the Liberal Party split the 

opposition vote and could discuss the popularity of the Labour Party.  

 

Question 3* 

Question 3 was the more popular essay question with some good responses elicited. Strong responses 

were able to focus on the serious nature of the financial problems facing Attlee’s government and 

compare these to other issues. In terms of financial issues, most candidates were able to discuss war 

debts, the ‘dollar gap’, the policy of austerity and the impact of Marshall Aid. In contrast there were good 

references to relations with trade unions, problems in the NHS, demobilisation and issues within the 

empire, particularly in India. Where candidates focused on the nature of problems, they were largely 

successful. Less successful responses drifted from the question to discuss why Labour lost the election 

of 1951.  
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Exemplar 2 
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Exemplar 2 answers Question 3 and illustrates a Level 5 response with three factors well-argued and 

some judgement applied.  
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