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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 

  



A Level History A - Y108/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

4 © OCR 2023 

Paper Y108/01 series overview 

Y108 is one of thirteen units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 

extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and an 

essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory 

source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four 

sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay 

question from a choice of two. 

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to both: 

• consider the provenance of the sources, and

• apply contextual knowledge to the content of the sources.

This allows them fully to answer the question set by reaching a judgement about the sources in relation 

to the issue in the question.  

It is important that the judgement reached is based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence 

given, and that it is not merely the candidate’s own judgement on the topic based purely on their own 

contextual knowledge.  

In order to reach Level 6, a good strategy is to make a judgement at the end of the analysis of each 

source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion. 

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 

knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 

and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also 

make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally: 

• considered the provenance of the source(s)
and used relevant contextual knowledge

• clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the
source being discussed to show whether the
view of the source was valid or not

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent
to which the sources supported the view in the
question

• in answering the essay question, discussed at
least two issues in depth

• wrote supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic

• reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

• made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

• did not consider the provenance and use
contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources

• wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment
of the sources, with very little consideration of
one of the sources

• reached a judgement based on their
knowledge rather than the sources

• showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

• were unable to support their answer with
relevant material

• did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

• made unsupported comments about issues
which were assertions.
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Section A overview 

The Enquiry section in this unit examines the extent to which the army was responsible for Charles I 

being brought to trial. The question requires candidates to critically assess evidence and reach 

judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section with all marks awarded 

against AO2. 

 

Question 1  

Candidates certainly found the sources accessible and were able to at least explain the sources in 

relation to the question, although Source C did create a few misunderstandings. Many were able to use 

contextual knowledge to explain Sources A and B, with some able to apply their knowledge to all four 

sources. Provenance was also more accessible to most and therefore there was a good range of 

responses. The ability to handle the provenance of most sources resulted in a significant number of 

candidates being able to reach a judgement based on provenance. 

In discussing Sources A and B many argued that these showed the army was responsible, often using 

the comments about Charles being a man of blood and therefore giving them little choice. However, 

others argued that despite this it was the king’s fault as he rejected numerous offers, such as the 

Newcastle Propositions, and even went as far as to ally with the Scots and bring about a second Civil 

War. The level of detail and support shown by some was impressive, even referencing Charles’ 

correspondence with his wife to support their argument. The provenance was also well-handled with 

comments about the purpose of Source A and the army justifying their actions just eighteen months after 

the king’s execution and Source B also an attempt by a Republican who had signed the death warrant to 

justify their actions at a time when a restoration was becoming a possibility.  

Source C caused the most difficulties with some candidates not carefully reading beyond the first line 

which did seem to suggest that the regicides were under the awe of the army, ignoring the phrase ‘for 

excuse’ or the second sentence that stated, ‘men were left to their free liberty’ and therefore setting up a 

discussion as to whether the army did force parliament to bring him to trial. Many were able to make 

reference to the army carrying out Prides Purge to argue that despite Hutchinson’s comment parliament 

was under pressure from the army. Discussion of the provenance was, as a result, somewhat confused, 

as a significant number did not note that Hutchinson was protecting the legacy of her husband and that it 

might have been necessary to make a defence of him given that it was written in the first decade of 

Charles II’s reign when association with the former king’s death could have led to repercussions.  

Source D presented fewer challenges and most responses noted that the source placed the role of 

Ireton at the centre of events. There were candidates who were able to expand on this and explain both 

his role and the attitudes of both Fairfax and Cromwell, at least at the start of the process. Some also 

noted that there was not popular support for the trial and execution and went on to comment on the 

reaction to his death. Some were also able to make some comment about the date of the source and the 

background of the author.  
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Exemplar 1 
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The response in Exemplar 1 provides a good example of an answer that reached the top of Level 4, 

showing good use of both contextual knowledge and provenance to explain the sources. However, 

despite the high level of knowledge and provenance displayed it did not get into Level 5 as there was no 

judgement based on the provenance of the sources. This shortcoming has been evident in a number of 

responses and is something that needs to be worked on by candidates. 

Assessment for learning 

 

It would help candidates to reach Level 5 and Level 6 if attention was given to making a 

judgement on each source based on its provenance.  
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Section B overview 

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a 

different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues. 

 

Question 2*  

The most successful responses identified James’ aims in foreign policy and then considered the extent 

to which they were achieved. Most answers were able to make at least some reference to his desire to 

be ‘rex pacificus’ and to discuss his desire for the marriage of Charles to a Catholic princess, initially 

Spanish but then French.  

Many argued that his initial policy was a success as the war with Spain was ended in 1604, but some 

took this further and argued that there were Puritan MPs who did not think England should be making 

peace with Catholic Spain, even if it brought trade benefits. There was discussion of James’ peace-

making over both the Julich-Cleves dispute and the Sweden-Denmark wars, which helped James 

achieve his aims, even if they were not viewed as important by MPs. Many also argued that the marriage 

of his daughter to the Elector was also a success as it linked England to a Protestant state in central 

Europe.  

In discussing the Spanish match and its failure, most were able to argue that for James this was a failure 

and the trip by Charles and Buckingham to Madrid a humiliation, even if parliament was pleased to see it 

fail. However, some believed the Spanish princess was Henrietta Maria, confusing her with his future 

wife. There were comments about James’ failure to support Protestant states in the Thirty Years War, 

while a significant number of responses ignored developments in the king’s latter years and did not 

comment on the Mansfeld expedition or the disaster in France.  
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Exemplar 2 
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Exemplar 2 is a good example of a response where a range of issues and policies are discussed and 

there is a developed overall judgement. However, with some developed interim judgements about each 

issue or event discussed this response could have gone into the top level.  

 

Question 3*  

The most successful responses focused on the issue of effective, while many considered whether his 

religious policies were a success. Most responses looked at James’ response to puritanism, Catholicism 

and Arminianism, however a number did not cover his whole reign and see the growing difficulties and 

less effectiveness of his policies at the end of his reign. There were also a number who focused their 

responses around his foreign policy, where this was linked to religious problems this was given but a 

number might have been better served attempting Question 2.  

Responses were usually aware of the religious issues facing James on his accession and wrote well 

about the Millenary Petition and the Hampton Court Conference when discussing his effectiveness in 

dealing with the Puritan problem. Similarly, most were able to make valid points about the Catholic 

problem, usually referencing the Gunpowder Plot and the consequences. Stronger responses also 

considered the earlier plots, but most argued James was effective as these were the last Catholic plots. 

Responses became less strong in discussing issues such as the Book of Sports, the publication of 

Arminian literature and the promotion of Arminian bishops.  
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Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates should be aware of the limited popularity of Arminianism. 

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates do need to be encouraged to make sure that they cover the whole period stated 

in the question.  

 

  



A Level History A - Y108/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 19 © OCR 2023 

Copyright information 

Question 1, commentary includes short extracts from Source C, © Brice and Lynch, The Early Stuarts, 

p135, Hodder, 2015. Permission to reproduce all copyright material has been applied for. In some cases, 

efforts to contact copyright-holders have been unsuccessful and OCR will be happy to rectify any 

omissions of acknowledgements in future papers if notified. 
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