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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a guestion/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y105/01 series overview

Y105 is one of thirteen units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and an
essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory
source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four
sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay
guestion from a choice of two.

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able both:

e consider the provenance of the sources, and
o apply contextual knowledge to the content of the sources

¢ This allows them fully to answer the question set by reaching a judgement about the sources in
relation to the issue in the question.

It is important that the judgement reached is based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence

given, and that it is not merely the candidate’s own judgement on the topic based purely on their own

contextual knowledge.

In order to reach Level 6, a good strategy is to make a judgement at the end of the analysis of each
source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion.

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also

make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor.

Candidates who did well on this paper

Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally:

generally:

considered the provenance of the source(s)
and used relevant contextual knowledge

clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the
source being discussed to show whether the
view of the source was valid or not

reached an overall judgement as to the extent
to which the sources supported the view in the
question

in answering the essay question, discussed at
least two issues in depth

wrote supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic

reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

did not consider the provenance and use
contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources

wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment
of the sources, with very little consideration of
one of the sources

reached a judgement based on their
knowledge rather than the sources

showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

were unable to support their answer with
relevant material

did not focus on the precise wording of the
guestion

made unsupported comments about issues
which were assertions.
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Section A overview

The Enquiry section in this unit examines the extent to which Richard, Duke of York, had ambitions for
the crown. The question requires candidates to critically assess evidence and reach judgements. The
critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section with all marks awarded against AO2.

Question 1
Wars of the Roses 1445-1461

1  Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that
the early actions of Richard, Duke of York during the years 1450 to 1455 clearly demonstrate his
ambition for the crown. [30]

Most candidates were able to access the four sources and use them to explain the extent to which they
either supported or challenged the view in the question. The explanation was generally sound, although
there was some confusion on Sources A and D. Responses were usually able to apply contextual
knowledge to the sources, but often provenance was much weaker and consisted of limited comments
about Chroniclers. Responses that considered both to a reasonable level reached Level 4, but where
they were limited, they were placed in Level 3. In order to reach Level 5 and above there needed to be a
judgement based on the provenance of the source.

Source A, although on the surface straightforward, presented some challenges as a number of
responses thought that Cade’s rebels wanted York to be king and did not take notice of this being a
result of the false lies’ from Henry’s favourites. In applying contextual knowledge many were able to
comment on the rebellion, the removal of York from high office and the losses of land in France.
However, much focus was on York remaining in Ireland during the rebellion, suggesting he was loyal. In
discussing the provenance of the source there were comments about the purpose of the source.

In discussing Source B, comments about Richard arriving with 3000 armed men and with his sword
borne before him were made and there was discussion as to the implications of this, with many
suggesting that this show of force did imply he wanted the crown. However, very few commented on the
tone of the source and the last sentence which showed some sympathy towards Henry. In terms of
applying contextual knowledge, comments were made about the relationship between York, Warwick
and Somerset in 1450, while others went on to comment about York’s consistent claim of loyalty.

In considering Source C, a number neglected to comment on York being seen as a traitor, instead
focusing on the earlier part of the source. However, even when comments were made, they often
attributed the comments to the king himself rather than on his behalf. Most responses applied some
contextual knowledge, eitherlooking back to the professions of loyalty or York’s government during the
protectorate. Comments about the provenance were often limited to the likely purpose, but here
speculation was not helpful, while stronger answers tried to place the source in the context of relations
with Burgundy.

Source D saw the greatest range of responses, with the least successful dismissing it as written outside
the time period, while more successful responses suggested why this might be true only of the period
after 1455 and made reference to the parliament of Devils and York’s treatment at the hands of Margaret
and the effect of the attainder on him. This was then used to argue that York’s ambitions changed as a
result. Candidates often struggled with the date of the source, uncertain when it was written.
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Exemplar 1 is a good example of a candidate who is able use contextual knowledge and discuss the
provenance of the sources. However, this moves into Level 5 as the conclusion reaches a judgement
based on the provenance of the sources. It is placed at the top of the level as it is developed and the

support in the main body of the response has been strong.
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Assessment for learning

To achieve the higher levels candidates must evaluate the four sources using context and
provenance and reach a judgement on the reliability of the sources. This exemplar shows a

judgement on the sources that reached Level 5 with the candidate evaluating the provenance
here.

Misconception

Candidates did not realise that in Source A the rebels are saying that the king’s enemies are
claiming York should be king and not the rebels.
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Section B overview

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. Each question is taken from a
different Key Topic and requires candidates to weigh up the importance of a range of factors or issues.

Question 2*
England 1461-1509

2* ‘Edward IV failed to establish a successful relationship with the nobility during his first rule and
the crisis of 1470 to 1471." How far do you agree? [20]

Most responses were able to explain some of the issues that faced Edward in terms of his relationship
with the nobility, often commenting on his relationship with Warwick and/or Clarence, the Woodville
marriage and his policy of reconciliation with the Lancastrians. The more successful responses
developed this to consider how important these were in the period 1470-1, with some arguing that they
led to his downfall, while others suggested that by 1471 the issues had largely been resolved and
therefore he had been able to establish a successful relationship. The more successful responses also
displayed a range of examples, referring to specific nobles such as Herbert or events at Dunstanburgh,
while others commented on issues such as retaining, and Edward’s legislation.

Question 3*

3* ‘Edward IV was responsible for the failure of the Yorkist dynasty during the period from 1471 to
1485'. How far do you agree? [20]

This question drew a variety of responses, with a number not going beyond the issue of Edward’s
responsibility. The most successful responses did consider the reign of Richard and the actions of Henry
Tudor in order to assess who was responsible, as can be seen in Exemplar 2 below. Responses that
discussed only Edward were providing only a partial answer, even if they argued he was to blame. In
discussing Edward’s role some did look back to the period before 1471, when a focus on events after
would have been stronger as made clear in the question itself.
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Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 2 is a good example where there are judgements about each issue discussed, in this instance

Edward, Richard and Henry Tudor, before reaching an overall judgement, which is why it is placed in
Level 6.
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assessor or drop in to a Q&A session. Most of our courses are delivered live
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and support.

ExamBuilder is the question builder platform for a range of our GCSE,
A Level, Cambridge Nationals and Cambridge Technicals qualifications.
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ExamBuilder.
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