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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper Y102/01 series overview 

Y102/01 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit 

tests an extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and 

an essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory 

source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four 

sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay 

question from a choice of two. 

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able both: 

• consider the provenance of the sources, and

• apply contextual knowledge to the content of the sources.

This allows them fully to answer the question set by reaching a judgement about the sources in relation 

to the issue in the question. 

It is important that the judgement reached is based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence 

given, and that it is not merely the candidate’s own judgement on the topic based purely on their own 

contextual knowledge. 

In order to reach Level 6, a good strategy is to make a judgement at the end of the analysis of each 

source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion. 

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 

knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels, candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 

and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6, candidates should also 

make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally: 

• considered the provenance of the source(s)
and used relevant contextual knowledge

• clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the
source being discussed to show whether the
view of the source was valid or not

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent
to which the sources supported the view in the
question

• discussed at least two relevant issues in
depth

• wrote supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic

• reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

• made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

• did not consider the provenance and use
contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources

• wrote an unbalanced response in their
treatment of the sources, with very little
consideration of one of the sources

• reached a judgement based on their
knowledge rather than the sources

• showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

• were unable to support their response with
relevant material

• did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

• made unsupported comments about issues
which were assertions.
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Section A overview 

The Enquiry section in this unit is focused on the view that William II relied mainly on military force in 

consolidating his power. The question requires candidates to critically assess evidence and reach 

judgements. The critical evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section with all marks given 

against AO2. 

 

Question 1 

Candidates were able to assess each of the four sources in relation to the key issue in the question. 

Candidates were aware of the need to make use of both provenance and historical knowledge of context 

when assessing each source. However, the quality of comments on provenance in particular varied, with 

some candidates struggling to say little more than what was given in the steer. 

Source A, an extract from Simeon of Durham’s ‘History of the Kings of England’, was generally 

interpreted as being in support of the view that William II relied mainly on military force. In support of this 

point, candidates referred to Simeon’s account of the king raising an army and then attacking the castle 

at Tonbridge – a clear example of his use of military force. Other candidates took a more nuanced view 

of the source by highlighting how it also illustrated the king’s use of negotiation and diplomacy. This can 

be seen in his decision to call an assembly of the English and then to secure their help by changing laws 

they disliked. Thus, William didn’t rely solely on military force. Most candidates knew of the context in 

which these events occurred: the 1088 rebellion in support of Robert Curthose’s claim to the throne. 

Some could even set out Bishop Odo’s movements in the latter stages of the rebellion. As for 

provenance, candidates knew that Simeon was based at Durham; by comparison, little was known about 

the work itself (Historia regum Anglorum). Some candidates skilfully associated Simeon with William of 

Saint Calais, who would soon be put on trial by Rufus. Such an association might, they argued, have 

coloured his view of the king. 

On the surface, at least, Source B also suggests that William relied on military force to consolidate his 

power. Many candidates recognised the threat posed by Malcolm III Canmore, with some even referring 

to the problems he caused for Rufus’ father, William the Conqueror. Candidates who had a deeper 

understanding of the context were able to draw out a more considered interpretation of the source in 

which the king used the threat of military force to subdue Malcolm as opposed to force itself. This was 

used to bring about a diplomatic solution to the invasion, according to which Malcolm recognised Rufus’ 

overlordship. In terms of provenance, candidates demonstrated a broad understanding of the nature of 

the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle – it being a series of annals written up by monks; that there were different 

versions, written in different parts of the country. There was less understanding of the provenance of this 

particular extract. Only a few candidates were able to identify the extract as being taken from the E 

(Peterborough) manuscript, which, given the date, is fairly clear. Weaker responses tended to argue that 

since the authors were monks they would take a dim view of the irreligious Rufus. This was done with 

little reference to the source itself. 
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Source C, concerning the Northumbrian rebellion of 1095, led by Robert de Montbray, was interpreted as 

evidence against the view in the question. This is because Orderic refers to the fines imposed by Rufus 

on the principal rebels. Some candidates contextualised Orderic’s claim by referring to the king’s 

notorious venality (in particular, referring to his willingness to keep ecclesiastical vacancies open in order 

to profit from the Church); others countered Orderic’s claim with their knowledge of the cruel fate of 

William II, count of Eu, who was blinded and castrated on the order of the king for his involvement, and 

of the imprisonment of Robert de Montbray for the rest of his life. Knowledge of Orderic and his work 

was, in general, poor, particularly given that he is arguably the most important chronicler of the period. 

Just because Orderic was part of a Norman monastic community does not mean that he was anti-

English or that he favoured the Norman kings. He is, for example, very critical of the Conqueror’s 

inhumanity at times. Nor does the fact that he belonged to a monastic community impair his judgement 

in any way. The dealings of his abbey of Saint-Evroult – and, indeed, the role of abbeys more generally 

in eleventh and early-twelfth-century society – meant that he would have interacted with members of the 

local nobility. In other words, he wasn’t entirely closed off from the world. 

Misconception 

 

Orderic Vitalis was a monk in the Benedictine community at Saint-Evroult, close to the 

southern border of the duchy of Normandy. Even though he was a monk, he wasn’t cut off 

from the world. Travellers frequently passed through his famous abbey. Furthermore, his 

‘Ecclesiastical History’ highlights the extent of Saint-Evroult’s integration into local society 

through the charters he copied into the work and the depth of his knowledge of the family 

history of the local nobility. 

Source D, from Henry of Huntingdon’s ‘History of the English People’, was usually taken as evidence of 

William’s dependence on military force. However, many candidates were aware of the unique context in 

which the king was attempting to assert his authority, as Henry himself mentions in the extract (the 

difficulty of the terrain, for example). Surprisingly, many candidates didn’t see of the use of castles as 

military force; some suggested that castles formed an alternative to military force, which seemed odd. As 

for provenance, many candidates knew of Henry’s links to Robert Bloet, bishop of Lincoln; not all of 

these candidates were able to make effective use of this knowledge to evaluate the source though. 

Fewer candidates were aware of the work’s dependency on the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. Indeed, large 

sections are copied directly from it. 

Assessment for learning 

 

For Question 1, candidates need to provide a judgement on how far the sources support the 

given view which is based on an assessment of the reliability of each one.  
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Exemplar 1 

 

  



A Level History A - Y102/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 8 © OCR 2023 

  



A Level History A - Y102/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 9 © OCR 2023 

  



A Level History A - Y102/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 10 © OCR 2023 

  



A Level History A - Y102/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 11 © OCR 2023 

This is an example of a Level 5 response for Question 1. Its assessment of the sources includes both 

historical knowledge of context as well as some understanding of provenance. Both are reasonably 

developed, even allowing for some unevenness; it is the judgement at the end, which refers broadly to 

the reliability of the sources, that pushes the answer into Level 5. It should be noted that the judgement 

itself is less developed but still valid. 
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Section B overview 

Section B is made up of two essays, with each one focused on a different topic area. Candidates were 

asked to (2) assess the reasons for the Norman victory at Hastings, or (3) to consider how secure 

William I’s control of England was by 1071. The questions set required candidates to analyse causes 

and consequences of major historical issues. 

 

Question 2*  

This was by far the most popular of the two questions. Candidates in general demonstrated good 

knowledge and understanding of the key factors associated with the Norman victory at Hastings. The 

most popular were: (i) Duke William’s preparations; (ii) the mistakes by King Harold; and (iii) luck. For (i), 

candidates referred to the duke’s diplomatic efforts, in particular his decision to secure a papal banner 

from Alexander II (but this did not turn the invasion into a crusade). Some candidates astutely referred to 

evidence from the Bayeux Tapestry of the programme of ship building which took place in the months 

leading up to the invasion. Some of Harold’s mistakes (ii) were well known, such as his decision to rush 

to the south coast after returning to London from the north. Stronger responses were able to 

contextualise this decision and thereby recognise that – at the time – it might not have been a mistake, 

given that the king was aiming at the element of surprise, and that he took the higher ground at the 

battle. In some responses, Harold was blamed for the deficiencies of Anglo-Saxon military traditions. 

This seemed unfair; stronger responses recognised that the system itself was at fault. For (iii), 

candidates drew attention to the change in wind direction, which was lucky for William because it allowed 

him to land in Sussex just as Harold was pre-occupied by events in the north. The famous feigned 

retreat was, in some responses, cited as evidence of luck, since initially it might not have been a 

deliberate manoeuvre. For those candidates who argued that Harold was killed by a chance arrow in the 

eye, this, too, was cited as evidence of luck. Candidates who achieved marks in the higher levels 

included valid judgements in their responses. 
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Exemplar 2 
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This is an example of a Level 6 response that includes detailed explanation of some relevant factors. It 

provides a judgement in the conclusion and interim judgements elsewhere in the response. 

 

Question 3* 

There were very few responses to this question. Candidates tended to struggle with the chronology of 

the question. The period between William I’s victory at Hastings and the defeat of the rebels at Ely in 

1071 – which is complex – was not well known, with candidates struggling to establish the correct 

sequence of events. Events after 1071 were often included, such as the 1075 rebellion of the ‘Three 

Earls’, the Conqueror’s troubled relationship with his eldest son, Robert Curthose, and even the downfall 

of Bishop Odo. This limited some responses to Level 3 at best – partially focused on the question. 

Exemplar 3 
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This is an example of a Level 5 response that includes fairly detailed explanation of some relevant 

factors. It provides a judgement in the conclusion. Many responses provided a reasonably detailed 

explanation of factors but did not include such a judgement. 
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