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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper Y101/01 series overview 

Y101 is one of thirteen units in Paper 1 for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit 

tests an extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and 

an essay. The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory 

source question based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four 

sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay 

question from a choice of two. 

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able both: 

• consider the provenance of the sources, and

• apply contextual knowledge to the content of the sources.

This allows them fully to answer the question set by reaching a judgement about the sources in relation 

to the issue in the question.  

It is important that the judgement reached is based on an evaluation of the reliability of the evidence 

given, and that it is not merely the candidate’s own judgement on the topic based purely on their own 

contextual knowledge.  

In order to reach Level 6, a good strategy is to make a judgement at the end of the analysis of each 

source, with an overall judgement in the conclusion. 

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 

knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 

and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. To reach Level 6 candidates should also 

make an overall judgement as well as interim judgements when assessing each factor. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally: 

• considered the provenance of the source(s)
and used relevant contextual knowledge

• clearly linked the contextual knowledge to the
source being discussed to show whether the
view of the source was valid or not

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent
to which the sources supported the view in the
question

• discussed at least two relevant issues in depth

• wrote supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic

• reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

• made a series of interim judgements about the
issues discussed in relation to the question.

• did not consider the provenance and use
contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources

• wrote an unbalanced response in their
treatment of the sources, with very little
consideration of one of the sources

• reached a judgement based on their
knowledge rather than the sources

• showed a poor understanding of the major
issues relevant to the essay

• were unable to support their response with
relevant material

• did not focus on the precise wording of the
question

• made unsupported comments about issues
which were assertions.
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Section A overview 

The Enquiry section in this unit is focused on decision-making in government and administration; in 

particular, it looks at the role of Alfred and whether he took decisions on his own or with the support of 

others. The question requires candidates to critically assess evidence and reach judgements. The critical 

evaluation of sources is the central theme in this section with all marks given against AO2. 

Question 1  

The majority of the candidates were able to relate each of the four sources to the key issue in the 

question. In general, candidates were also aware of the need to use both provenance and relevant 

knowledge of the historical context in order to engage with the sources and to provide a supported 

analysis of each one in relation to the key issue in the question. However, the quality of provenance and 

knowledge varied; comments on provenance in particular were less developed. While candidates usually 

demonstrated good understanding of the provenance of Source B (Asser), there was less understanding 

of the provenance of the three remaining sources, notably Source C (Law Code). This had the effect of 

limiting the mark given for some responses, usually with a ceiling of Level 4. 

Many candidates recognised that Alfred was acknowledging the need for support when making decisions 

in government and administration in Source A. This can be seen in the king’s reference to the ‘tools and 

resources with which to rule’, which many candidates interpreted as a reference to the ealdormen and 

thegns who assisted him in governance. This was developed in some responses by reference to the 

tripartite division of society, cultivated by Alfred, which the king alludes to in the next sentence when he 

mentions the ‘praying men, fighting men and working men’. Some candidates used their knowledge of 

local governance to contextualise the content of the source, as well as the role of the witan. In terms of 

provenance, when this source was handled well, candidates were able to locate the king’s translation of 

Boethius’ Consolation of Philosophy within the broader aims of the renaissance of learning which he 

himself inspired. The decision to translate Boethius’ work reflected the king’s interest in human nature, 

free will and justice, and, as such, his introduction to the translation provided an insight into Alfred’s own 

conception of the king’s role in governance. Other candidates, however, had little knowledge of the work 

and so could say little more than that the source had been authored by the king. 

Source B, by Asser, was also seen as being supportive of the view in the question. Candidates noted 

how Asser’s description of Alfred’s administration highlighted its cooperative nature: the royal household 

was managed in turn by three shifts, which highlighted how the king was supported in governance by the 

members of the court. Candidates tended to be aware of the shift pattern but could add little more 

contextual knowledge to Asser’s comments. In terms of provenance, Asser’s biography, his relationship 

to Alfred, and the context for the inception of the work – specifically, the desire to forge an alliance with 

the Welsh – were well known. 
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The Law Code, Source C, proved problematic for some candidates who were unsure as to the nature of 

the source. Many candidates noted Alfred’s authorship of the text. References to the laws of Ine, Offa 

and Æthelbert were often interpreted as an acknowledgement by the king that he did not make 

governmental decisions on his own. Rather, he indirectly lent on the contributions of his predecessors. 

Others noted Alfred’s admission that he ‘rejected’ laws of his predecessors which displeased him ‘with 

the advice of my councillors’. This, too, was taken as evidence of the collaborative nature of decision-

making at court. However, other candidates noted the king’s clear use of the first person in the text – ‘I 

collected herein’ – which, they argued, suggested that Alfred alone made decisions. In other words, the 

source contained elements that could be interpreted as being either for or against the view in the 

question, but most candidates asserted the latter. In assessing its provenance, some candidates 

struggled. Some simply noted that it was authored by Alfred and should therefore be considered as 

trustworthy. Too many candidates didn’t fully understand what a law code actually was or, more 

importantly, the context in which it was created. Some candidates were able to discuss the domboc 

(‘Doom Book’), but in general this contextual knowledge was not well known.  

Source D, an extract from the chronicle of Florence of Worcester, was generally seen as being 

supportive of the view. According to Florence, Alfred was quick to provide ‘instruction, reproof and 

command’ to those bishops, ealdormen and thegns who were not properly supporting the public good, 

as if he alone was responsible for effective governance. Some candidates expanded on this 

interpretation by offering contextual knowledge on the role of ealdormen and thegns in local governance; 

others made reference to Alfred’s conception of the role of a bishop in the society of his diocese, as 

reflected in his translation of Gregory the Great’s Liber regulae pastoralis. Some candidates were able to 

evaluate the provenance of the source by suggesting that Florence’s objective was to glorify the Old 

English past from his post-Conquest vantage point. Some responses even talked about potential 

revisions to the work undertaken by his continuator, John. Most candidates simply offered a comment on 

the date of the source, noting that it wasn’t written until several hundred years after Alfred’s reign and 

that as a result it was less reliable. This was usually found in weaker responses where attempts at 

evaluation were rather superficial. 



A Level History A - Y101/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 7 © OCR 2023 

Exemplar 1 
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This is an example of a Level 5 response for Question 1. This response is characterised by a good focus 

on the question, evaluation of the sources which uses both knowledge of the historical context and 

provenance, and a judgement (albeit less developed) which addresses the key issue in the question but 

which is based on the reliability of the sources. Note that the evaluation is uneven: it is not as effective 

on Source A as it is on Source B and Source C in particular.  
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Section B overview 

Section B is made up of two essays, with each one focused on a different topic area. Candidates were 

asked to (2) assess the reasons for Edward the Elder’s success against his opponents, or (3) to consider 

how much change Aethelstan brought about in the way England was governed. The questions set 

required candidates to analyse causes and consequences of major historical issues. 

 

Question 2*  

More candidates answered this question than Question 3. In general, candidates were able to explain 

the relevant factors with a reasonable level of detailed knowledge. Edward’s relationship with Æthelflæd 

of Mercia was particularly well known, with many candidates arguing that it was only because of her 

contribution (specifically, from a military point of view and through the construction of burhs) that he was 

able to find success against his opponents. Luck was also highlighted, as seen in the way he overcame 

the dynastic threat from his cousin, Æthelwold, who was fortuitously killed at the Battle of the Holme 

without the king having to do anything. Other reasons discussed included Edward’s own military 

leadership, the king’s ability to force the submission of the Welsh and Scottish rulers, and, somewhat 

more tenuously, the state of the kingdom he inherited from his father. Some candidates misread the 

question by focusing instead on the extent of Edward’s success in tackling his opponents.  
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Exemplar 2 
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Exemplar 2 is an example of a Level 6 response for Question 2. This response includes explanation of 

the relevant factors, but it is characterised more by the strength of its argument and the use of 

judgements. There is a clear, final judgement which identifies the most important reason – and explains 

why it is the most important. It also includes some interim judgements towards the end of the response, 

which help to develop the argument. 

Assessment for learning 

 

In relation to Questions 2 and 3, judgement is needed in order to reach the higher levels. A 

judgement provides provided a valid explanation as to why a factor is more or less important, 

for example; it is not simply an assertion stating that a particular factor is the most important 

one.   

 

Question 3*  

There were fewer responses to this question. Some candidates struggled to properly address the extent 

of change brought about by Athelstan in the way England was governed; instead, these candidates 

simply provided explanations of some of the initiatives put in place by the king, in particular his law code 

and the increase in the amount of responsibility associated with the office of ealdorman. In some 

responses, candidates argued that Athelstan brought about little change to institutions which owed more 

to the initiative of King Alfred. Some candidates were able to take this comparison further by explaining 

the links between Athelstan’s law code and those of his predecessors. 
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Exemplar 3 
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This exemplar is an example of a Level 4 response for Question 3. This response includes explanation 

of some of the relevant factors, but it lacks a clear and substantiated judgement. There is a tendency to 

impart knowledge which means that the response only generally addresses the question. 
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