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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 3 series overview

Examiners’ report

Examiners saw a huge number of excellent scripts this series and it was clear that the vast majority of
students had been well taught and had a very good knowledge of the texts. As always, the 15-mark
commentaries and 20-mark essays were very helpful in differentiating the very good from the excellent. It
was felt that all students had been able to access the paper and produce answers reflective of their

ability.

There were more scripts this year where handwriting was difficult to decipher and sometimes almost
illegible. It is worth flagging these candidates in advance of the exams so that alternative access

arrangements can be made if necessary.

Candidates who did well on this paper

generally:

Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally:

¢ showed an excellent knowledge of the texts

¢ quoted precisely and concisely from the Greek
in 15-mark questions

e checked translations to make sure each Greek
word was translated

¢ planned their essay.

¢ had gaps in their knowledge of the text

¢ quoted long sections of Greek in 15-mark
questions or didn’t quote Greek at all.

e sometimes left gaps in their translations

e wrote a less structured essay.

© OCR 2023
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Section A overview

Candidates clearly knew both texts well and produced a number of excellent responses. In particular the
use of precise Greek quotation had improved from last year.

5 © OCR 2023
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Question 1 (a)*

1 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

‘omAitag e oUV ToAAoDS poL dokel yofvat NUAS Ayev Kal UV avTdv Kal

TV EVHHAXWV, TWV Te UTINKOWV Kal v Tva £k [TeAomovvijoov duvaopeBa

1] meioaw 1) pobBo moooaryayéobal, kal tootac moAAoug kal ohevdovrTac,

OTIWG TIROG TO EREIVWVY LTITIKOV &AVTEY WL, VAUOL TE KAl ToAL TiepLeival,

tva kal ta erut)Oew ooy eokoplwpeBa, Tov 0& Kai avtobev oltov ev 5
oAxaot, Tuoolg Kal Te@ouypevas KolBag, ayely, Kal glToTolous K TQV

HLA@VWVY TIOOG MEQOS VAYKACUEVOULG eUpiocBoug, tva, v Tov UTI0 aAoiag
amoAapfavawpedoa, £y 1) otoatid Ti ETutndex (TToAAY) yao oboa ob TTaoTc

£otal toAswe UnodiEaaBal), Ta e dAAa Goov duvatov stoluaocacBal,

Kol W) 7L éTégolg yiyveobau, padiota 0 yonuata avtobev wg mAslota 10
gxew. ta D& mawg’ Eyeotaiwv, & Agyetan exel ETolua, vopioate kai Aoyw av

naAota étolua etva

v yae avtol éABwpev evBevde pn) dvtinadov HOvov maQACKEVATALEVOL,

ANV Ve TIROG TO HAY LMoV aUTWV, TO OTALTIKOV, dAAa kol UTteofalAovteg

Tolg Ao, MoALg oUTwS olol Te éoopeBa TV HEV kKoaTely, Ta b2 kal dacwoal 15
oAy Te vopuioau xor) ev atldodUAolg kal moAspiowg oikwoUvTag leveu, obg

TIQETIEL TT) TIQGITT) T|HEQA 1) AV KATATKwotv eVOUC KoaTelv THC VNG, 1) eldévar

OTL, 1)V odaAAwvTal, mavTa oA éEovow.”

Thucydides, Histories 6.22-23

(a)* How does Nicias emphasise the challenging nature of the expedition and the preparations
for it?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

More successful responses worked through the text systematically ensuring that they were using a range
of Greek quotation from the whole text. The vast majority of the candidates had an extremely good
knowledge of the text and were able to write well on both the challenging nature of the expedition and
the preparations. The best responses used precise knowledge of the Greek and commented on the
language used as well such as the repetition of mToAAovg, the six infinitives which follow pow dokelt

xonvatfuag or the placement of woAwv.
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Question 1 (b)
émtetdn) 62 ad vijeg TAN|pEIC oAV Kal E0EKELTO TTAVTA 1101 6oa EXOVTEg
gpeAdov ava&eoBou, T pEV oaATyyL o UTieonuaven, evyag de
TAG VOULLOMEVAS TIQO THG Avaryw TG oL KATA vabv ékaotnv, E0UmovTeg
D& UTIO KI)QUKOG ETIOLOUVTO, KQATIQAS T KEQAOAVTES TIAQ ATIOV TO
OTQATEVHA KOL EKTIWHACTL XQUOOIS TE KAl AQyvols ol Te eTfatal ko ol 5
agyovTeg omévdovtes. Euvemnuyovto 0 kal 0 dAdog Splog O #k THS YT
TV Te oAtV Kal £l Tig aAAog ebvoug Tt v odiow. Touavioavteg
O¢ kol TeAewoavTeg TAC OTIOVOAS AVITYOVTO, Kal ETIL KEQWGS TO TIOWTOV
exmAevoavtes apAAay 1101 pexoL Alyivng émolotvTo. Kal ol pev &g v
Kéoicvoarvy, évBamep kai 10 aAdo otoatevpa t@v Evpuaywy Euvedéyeto, 10
nrelyovto apueobal ¢ 0¢ tac Tvgarxovoag Ny yeAAeto pnev moAdayobev
T TLEQL TOU TLMAOUL, OU HEVTOL ETUCTEVETO 7L oAUV Yoovaov ovdev, alda
Kol yevopevng exkAnoiag eAeyBnooay Towoide AoyoL amno te aldwv, Taw pev
TUOTEVOVTWY TA TEQL TNG OTEATEIRG NG Tawv Abnvalwy, Twv b Ta evavTin
Aeyovtawv, kal Egpoxgatng o "Eouwvog mtageABarv avtolg, we oadawg 15

olopevog eideval Ta mepl avT@v, EAgye Kal AT Vel TOlADE.

Thucydides, Histories 6.32

(b) emeldn 0z aivneg ... maonv odiow (lines 1-7): what happened before the departure of the
ships? [5]

This question was answered extremely well with many candidates writing very detailed responses which
showed they had an excellent knowledge of the text. Some candidates quoted the Greek in this answer
— there is no need to do this.

Question 1 (c)

(c) Translate mouavicavteg ... adweoBau (lines 7-11).

Write your translation on alternate lines. [5]

This question was very well answered by most candidates. Candidates should make sure that they have
translated the whole of the passage. Some candidates clearly knew the translation but missed out a
word. It is definitely worth checking the translation to make sure that each Greek word has been
translated.

7 © OCR 2023
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Question 1 (d)

(d) £c 62 tag Yugarovoag ... Aeyoviwv (lines 11-15): what suggests that the Syracusans had
not been expecting the Athenians to launch this expedition? [3]

This question was very well done by the majority of candidates. Some only made two of the points which
limited their overall mark. It is worth noting how many marks are available for each question and making
that number of points in the response.

Question 2 (a)

2 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

‘Tv 0 b1t T T oA TX YEVT] Katl TolaDTar, 6TL TO HEV eV 1V ToU fAlov TV

agxnv £Kyovov, to 0 BnAuv ¢ yng, 10 d& audoTigwy HETEXOV TG TEAN VTG,

OTL Katl 1) oeAvr) ApdoTéQwY METEXEL TteQLbeQT] OE O1) 1V Kol A Ta KAl 1)

ToQzin AUTEV Dt TO Tolg Yyovebotv Spola ebvat v oDV TV LoyV derva kal

TV QounV, kal té oovrjuata peyada siyov, éneyeionoav b2 toig Beolg, kol 5
6 Agyel Ounpog meoi Edadtov te wal Dtov, meol exeivwv Agyetan, 10 &lg TOV
ovpavov avaPaciy eTILY EWRELY TIoLELY, wg eTbnoopsevawy tolg Beoic.

0 obv ZeUg kal ol Aol Beol £BovAsvovTo, 6 TL X0t altols motjoal, Kai

NogouVy- oliTe YA OTwS AMOKTEvalev elyov Kal doTeg Tolg yiyavTag
KEQAUVWOAVTES TO YEVOS Adavioaley — al Tiuail Yo avTols Kal lega Ta oo 10

Twv avBpwnwv Ndavifeto — ol oTwg ewev acedyaivew.’

Plato, Symposium 190a—c

(a) v oz ... Spowx eivou (lines 1-4): what does Aristophanes say about the three genders and
their parents? [4]

Candidates were very successful at translating what Aristophanes says about the three genders.
Although, a few did not mention what he says about their parents.

Question 2 (b)

(b) 1vobv ... @ émbnoouivwy toic O=oic (lines 4-7): what does Aristophanes suggest about
the nature and character of the genders? [4]

This question saw no issues and was answered extremely successfully.

8 © OCR 2023
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Question 2 (c)
(c) Translate 6 otv Zelg ... doedyaiverv (lines 8-11).

Write your translation on alternate lines. [5]

The translation was again generally extremely successfully answered. A few candidates had ‘obliterate
their race’ referring to the giants but otherwise there were no issues.

Question 2 (d)*
‘Otav pEv obv Kal anTe éxelve EvTOxT) T6) abTol NUioeL kol O ToudeoaaTr)g
Kol dAAog Tac, tote kal Oavuacta exmAnTToVTOaL GLAia Te Katl olkeloTNTL Kol
£0wTlL, oUK £0AovTeg, g £tog einelv ywolleobaw aAANAwy ovde oukgov
yoeovov. kal ol biatedotvteg pet’ aAANAwv b Blov oltol siotv, ol ovd’
av £xoLev eimelv O TL fovAovtan odiol o aAANAwy yiyveoBal ovdevi 5
yo dv DoEetev ToUT ebvalt) t@v adoodioiwv ouvovaia, we doa TovTow
Evera £TEQOG ETEQW YAQEL OUVWV OUTWG 7Tl peyaAng omovdng: aAd” aAlo
L PovAopevn exategou 1) buxr) onAn £otiv, 6 oL duvatal einteiv, aAAa
HovTeEVETAL O PovAETO, Kol AlVITTETAL.
Kol €L aDTOlS £V TW AUTE KATAKELEVOLS ToTAC O "Hooauotog, Exwv ta 10
ooyave, égolto “Ti €08’ 6 PovAecBe, @ dvBowmol, ULy mag’ aAANAwY
vevéoBay’ kal el dmogotviag alvtole tdAy £gotto ‘Apd ve Tobde érubupeite,
£V T avTw yeveobal 0TL padlota aAANAoLS, WoTe Kal VOKTA Kol 1)Egary )
anoAsimeobou cAANAwV; el yap TovTtov dmbupeite, £¢8£Aw LuAC ocuvtiEal
KOl CUUPUOT|OAL Eig TO AUTO, WOTE OU OVTAL EVA YEYOVEVAL KAl g T av 15
{nte, wg va ovta, kowvh dpdotégovg LNy, kal émedav dmoBavnte, éxelad

&v Awbov dovrti duolv Eva etvan o) tebvewte.

Plato, Symposium 192b—e

(d)* How persuasive do you find Aristophanes’ argument that people desire their ‘other half'?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

The best responses focused their whole response on ‘persuasive’ and consistently linked their analysis
of the Greek to that idea. There was some excellent analysis of tricolons and polyptoton but it was also
clear that the majority of candidates knew the text extremely well. As with the other 15-markers, precise
quotation of the Greek led to higher marks.

9 © OCR 2023
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Section B overview

Candidates clearly knew the texts very well in general and the vast majority of responses were again
extremely good. One thing to be aware of in the 15 markers is that examiners are looking for analysis of
the Greek text from the passage. Writing whole paragraphs in English that don’t feature any Greek
guotation is unlikely to gain the highest marks.

Assessment for learning

Translations that don’t score full marks are often because there is a careless omission rather
than a lack of understanding. It's therefore worth going over the Greek once the text is down
on paper to make sure that the whole text is translated.

Question 3 (a)

3 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

wal katadappavovor v ZaAapwvicoy vatv ek tav ABnvawv rfjKovooy i Te
AlPradnv cwe kedevooviag amomAsiv ¢ dmoAoyiav v 1] oAl Evekdlel,

wal €70 AAAoUE TIvaE TV OTQATIWTWY TV HET AUTOU LLEUNVUHEVWY

TLEQL TV HUOTNRIWY W acgefolvtwy, Twv Os wal Tepi Tav ‘Eopav. ol yap

ABnvaiol, £meldr) 1) oToaTIA ATETALLOEY, OLDEV TYoooV 1jTnoLy émolotvTo 5
TV TEQL TA MUOTHOWX Kal Tawv Ttepl Toug 'Eouag dboacBavtar, wal ov

doKIuACoOVTES TOUG MIVLTAS, AAAQ TIavTa DTIOTTWS AMoDEYOMEVOL, DX

TIOVNo@V avBowmwy TioTY AV YenoTtole TV oAttdv EvAdaupavovteg
KATEOOUV, XONOLUWTEQOV 1YOUHEVOL £lval Pacovioal TO TIAY A Kol

g0zl 1) D1 UnvuToD Tovnelay TIva Kol Xenotov dokolvta sival 10
altabevta aveleyktov Dladuyelv. EMOTANEVOS YAQ O OTUOS AKor) TV
[Newowotoatou Kal Twv Talbwv Tuganvvida yalemnv teAsvtwoay yevopEVTv

Kol TeogETL ovd’ Ud’ cavtav Kol Agpodiov kataAvBeioav, AN OO Twv

Aocedapoviay, eopeito alel Katl TTavTa DTTOTITWS EAApPaveV.

Thucydides, Histories 6.53

(a) xaixatalappavovat ... el twv Eopwv (lines 1-4): why did some people have to leave
Catana? [3]

Most candidates were able to identify Alcibiades needing to return and the sacrilege in connection with
the mysteries and the Herms. Some candidates were not precise enough on who else needed to
accompany him.

10 © OCR 2023
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Question 3 (b)

(b) oivyao ABnvaiol ... buaduyeiv (lines 4-11): what impression does Thucydides give of the
way the Athenian investigations were carried out? [4]

This was generally answered extremely successfully.

Question 3 (c)

(c) Translate emotapevog yao ... eAdaupavev (lines 11-14).

Write your translation on alternate lines. [5]

This translation was generally answered extremely successfully. Errors tended to be careless ones such
as the omission of ‘and his sons’.

11 © OCR 2023
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Question 3 (d)*
wal wg EmnABev 1) fopmr, Tnmtiog pév 8w év 1o Kepapemd kadovpéve
HETA TV DoQUPOoWV DIEKOOUEL WG EKAOTR EXOTV TG TIOLTU]S TIQOLEVAL, O
0¢ Agpodilog kai 0 AgloToyeltwy EXOVTES 1)0N TA £yY QIO £C TO £QYOV
TIOT|oaV. Katl (g DOV TIva TAV EUVWHOTAY abioL dla\eyopevoy oikelwg
T Trertia (v 62 maow evMEocodog 6 Trmiag), £dewoay Kol Evopoav 5
pepnvioBal te kai 6oov ovk 110n EvAANGEnoecBal Tov Avmoavta oty
odag kol dL Oviee mavTa exvovvevov fovAovto igotegoy, £l dUvouvTo,
TooTIHwooaoBal, kKal woTep elyov ounoav éow TV LAV, Kal
megLETUYOV Tw Inmagyw moaoa to Aswwogelov kalovpevoy, kail evB0g
ATEQLOKETITWS TIQOOTIECTOVTES KAl @C AV MAALOTA DL 00YT)C O HEV EQWTIKT)C, 10
0 D& UPQLOUEVOC, ETUTITOV Kol ATIOKTEIVOUTLY AUTOV. KAl O MEV TOUG
dogudogous TO alTika duxdetyet © Aglotoyzeitwy, Euvbpapdvtog ToU oxAov,
Kal Votegov AndBeic ov fabiwe Oetebn Appodiog & abtol TaparyoTpa

AmoAAvTaL

Thucydides, Histories 6.57

(d)* How does Thucydides make these lines a dramatic description of the assassination and
what happened afterwards?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

The majority of the candidates showed a very good knowledge of the text and used the Greek quotation
well as a basis for their response. Candidates generally had a very good grasp of the content of the
passage and knew the story well. The very best responses were also able to show analysis of the
language used, e.g. VOV showing the speed of the assassination. Some candidates used stylistic
terms extremely well but these are not always necessary to achieve the top level, especially if not
supported by relevant Greek.

12 © OCR 2023
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Question 4 (a)

4 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

‘tov be Aoyov Tov megl Tov Egwtog, 6v ot fjkovoa yuvakog Mavtrvuc)g

Awotipag, 1) Tabta 18 godr) v kol dAda moAAd — kai ABnvaiolg ot

Buoapevolg 1o tol Aowpot deka £Tn) dvafoAr)v £moinoe TR vooou, T O

Kol 2pE Tt EowTikd Edidaev— 6v oUv éxeivn) EAeye Aoyov, mewdooual PV

OLeABely e TV wpoAoynuevwy pol kal Ayabarvt, aUTOg AT EHAUTOD, OTIWS 5
av duvewual. del o), @ Ayabwv, wonep ov duyrow, dieABelv avtov tewTov,

Tic 2otv 6 "Eowc wai molog Tig, émerta té £oya awvtol. dorel oUv Lol 0XoToV

etval oUtw DLeABeiv, g moté pe 1) Eévn avaxoivovoa dinjel. oy edoV yao T

Kol £y oG avTV éTepa TolalTa EAeyov olamep viv mpog Epé Ayabawv, wg

ein 0 "Bowg peyag Beog, ein b tav kakawv- Aeyye On pHe TovTolg ToIg Aoyolg 10

oloTtep £yw TODTOV, g 0UTE KAAOC £l KaTa TOV £Uov Aoyov oUte ayaBoc.

Plato, Symposium 201d—-e

(a) Tov e Adyov ... édidatev (lines 1-4): what does Plato say that suggests Socrates was
impressed by Diotima? [3]

This question was answered extremely well.

Question 4 (b)
(b) Translate et 1) ... dujel (lines 6-8).

Write your translation on alternate lines. [5]

This translation was carried out extremely well.

Question 4 (c)

(c) oxedbovyao...olUte ayaboc (lines 8-11): how might these words make Agathon feel better?

[2]

There were lots of excellent responses to this. Although paraphrasing is absolutely fine, some responses
were too vague in their explanations. It is important that the meaning of the Greek is conveyed.

13 © OCR 2023
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Question 4 (d)

(d) How likely is it that Diotima was a real person? Explain your answer. [2]

Candidates found this question more challenging. Candidates that gave valid responses to the question
were rewarded.

Question 4 (e)*
‘Kol Agyeton pev ye g, £dn), ‘Aoyog, wg ol av TO MoV Eautwv [ntwoty,
oUTOoL £Qciatv- 6 O Epog Adyog obTe Uioeog dnowv eival Tov éowta olte
oAouv, garv pr) Tuyavn ye o, @ £Taie, ayaBov ov- emel abTav ye Kal
modag Kol xeioag eéBeAovoy anotépvecban ol avBowmol, eav avTtolg dokT)
Ta EAUTAV TIOVNRA £lval oL YA TO £aUT@V olpal EKAoToL ACTIALOVTAL £L ) 5
el Tig TO pev ayabov oikelov kadel kal £auTov, TO bE kKakov aAAoToov- wg
oDV Ve dAAo £otiv oU Zpwaty avBpwmol 1) Tob dyabov. 1) ol dokobow;’
‘mac Al” ok Eporye,” v &' Eye.
‘o’ otv,” 1) &' 1), ‘olbtwg amAoby éoTL Aéyewy 6TL ol dvBowmol Taryabob éodaty;’
“vaui,” Ednv. 10
‘T O€; oU pooBetéov,” Edr), ‘OTL Kad eival TO dyaBov avTolc fodary;’
‘mopocBeteov.
‘ag’ obv,” £dn), ‘Kol o0 povov eival, dAAd kol ael etva’
‘Kol ToUTo oooBeTéov.

‘gotv aga cuAANPONV,” £, ‘0 fowg TOU TO ayabov avtw etvon del.” 15

Plato, Symposium 205d-206a

(e)* How effectively does Plato demonstrate the importance of goodness through Diotima's
argument?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

This question was generally very well answered and candidates again showed an excellent knowledge
of the text.

14 © OCR 2023
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Exemplar 1
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The exemplar above is an excellent example of a response that scores 15 marks. It shows how the
candidate uses the Greek extremely well, writing concisely to make a number of excellent points in the
paragraph.
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Question 5 (a)

5 Read the following passages and answer the questions.

v &¢ 1ig YtégPfolog IMegiBoibng, ol pépvnTalL nev wg avBgawnov movnool kal
Ooukwdidng, Tolg d& KwHIKOIE OpoD TL AL DIXTQLEV el ORWTITOUEVOS £V TOIC
Beatpolg mapelyev. aTRETITOC DE TOOG TO KA AKoVEY Kal amabng wv

oArywola H6ENG, v avaloyuvTiay Kol Anovolay oboav eUToApiay £vioL kel
avdgeioy kadobaty, ovdevi pEV 1)oeoKkey, exoNTO O aUT@ MoAAdKLS O Ofjpog 5
grmBuucv eormAakiley ToUg £v allwpatt Kal oukodavTEeiv.

avareloBeic oUv UM avTol TOTE TO OoToaKOV ETtihépery EpeAdey, @

KoAovovTeg del Tov moolyovta DO& kal duvapel Tav moAltav EAatvouat,
maapuBovpevol tov dBovov paAdov 1) Tov dofov. énel b drjAdov v oL

£VL TV TOLWV TO OOTRAKOV £TIOOOVTL, TUVITYAYE TAC OTACELS Eig TAUTOV 10
0 Adpadng, kai dudeyBeic moog tov Nukiory kata tov T riepfodov v

ootparodogioy eToeev.

Plutarch, Alcibiades 13

(a) v oé T ... mageiyev (lines 1-3): how does Plutarch create a negative impression of
Hyperbolus? [2]

This question was answered extremely well.

Question 5 (b)

(b) Translate atpemtog ... ovkodavtelv (lines 3-6).

Write your translation on alternate lines. [5]

This translation was carried out extremely well in general.

Question 5 (c)

(c) dvamewoBeic ... tov dofov (lines 7-9). why did people want to carry out ostracism,
according to Plutarch? [3]

Candidates knew this text very well and therefore usually tackled this question via a straight translation —
there were no problems here.
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Question 5 (d)
(d) 2meidé dnAov v ... étosev (lines 9-12): describe what happened at the ostracism. [2]

This was generally done very well — a minority of candidates mixed the names up in respect to who was
doing what to who.

Question 5 (e)*
amodeEapgvng b Tig PovAnic, Tol HE drjuov 1) Uotegaia néAAovtog
gxrAnowilery, deloag o AdkiPuadng dieiodfato Tobg moéofels év Adyolg
yeveoBbau moog alrtov.
w¢ 0 ouvnABov eAeye- ‘i memovBarte, avdoeg Lnagtatal; mag eAabev vuag
Ot T ¢ PovAnc del petowa kKail GrloovBowma oG ToLE EVIVYXAVOVTAG £0TLY, 5
0 D& DruoC peya oovel Kol peyaAawy 0peyeTal; KAV QATKITE KUOLOL TIAVTWV
adixBou, moooTattwv Kai Pralopevog ayvapovroeL ¢gege O, TIv etnbeloy
TAUTNV adevieg, i PovAece yonoacbou petoiowg ABnvaiowg Kai pndev
exPlacOnvar maod yvauny, obtw dudeyecte mepi Twv dikaiwv we ok
OVTEG AVTOKQATORES. CUMTOAEoMEY O’ Nueic Aakxedauoviolg xaol opevol.” 10
TAUTA O etV OpKOVS £0WKEV AUTOLS Kal PeTEéoTnoev Ao tob Nukiov,
TOVTATIACL TUOTEVOVTAG AT kal Oavpaloviag dpa v detvotnta Kadl

oUVECDLY, ¢ OV TOD TUXOVTOL Avdoog obaa.

Plutarch, Alcibiades 14

(e)* How does Plutarch show Alcibiades’ cunning and persuasiveness in his dealings with the
Spartan embassy?

You should refer both to the content and to the language of the passage. [15]

This question was again answered extremely well and candidates showed an excellent knowledge of the
text. Precise Greek quotation again helped the best candidates access the highest marks.
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Exemplar 2
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Exemplar 2 is an excellent example of concise quotes being used to support the response and precise
analysis. This scored at the highest level.
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Section C overview

Long introductions can sometimes not always help the flow of the essay. Candidates would have more
success just starting with the first point and saving the time used for an effective conclusion. The best
essays were those which had clear evidence of being planned and showed good structure. There is no
need for direct quotation in the essay, a range of factual detail from across the text makes for a strong
essay. A good conclusion is always beneficial, ideally this will go beyond just a summary of the points
already made.

Question 6*

6* ‘Thucydides presents no commendable leadership qualities in any of the powerful people he
describes.' How far do you agree with this statement? [20]

Candidates showed a very good knowledge of the different personalities and used a range of factual
detail from across the text. The best responses discussed both sides of the argument and made
perceptive points on the different styles of leadership. Weaker candidates tended to veer towards a list of
factual points which didn’t necessarily hang together as an essay.

Question 7*

7* How does Plato make the discussion of love at the Symposium engaging and amusing? [20]

Candidates knew the text very well in general and made a humber of perceptive and relevant points in
their essays. Humour, the use of myth and the introduction of Diotima were all dealt with extremely well.
Some responses made lots of good ideas but needed more precise details from the text to support this.

Question 8*

8* ‘Untrustworthy and unlikeable.’ To what extent is this a fair description of Alcibiades, as presented
by Plutarch? [20]

Candidates here showed an excellent knowledge of the Plutarch and the best essays assessed both
sides of Alcibiades. The best candidates showed extremely good factual knowledge of his life which they
then used to make perceptive points about his character. Less successful responses tended to be more
generalised.
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Exemplar 3
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into the essay making perceptive points throughout. This essay achieved full marks.

This response is an excellent example of an essay which has a brief introduction and then goes straight
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