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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. 

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version? 

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional? 

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 3 series overview 

Examiners saw a huge number of excellent scripts this series and it was clear that the vast majority of 

students had been well taught and had a very good knowledge of the texts. As always, the 15-mark 

commentaries and 20-mark essays were very helpful in differentiating the very good from the excellent. It 

was felt that all students had been able to access the paper and produce answers reflective of their 

ability. 

There were more scripts this year where handwriting was difficult to decipher and sometimes almost 

illegible. It is worth flagging these candidates in advance of the exams so that alternative access 

arrangements can be made if necessary. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• showed an excellent knowledge of the texts 

• quoted precisely and concisely from the Greek 
in 15-mark questions 

• checked translations to make sure each Greek 
word was translated 

• planned their essay. 

• had gaps in their knowledge of the text 

• quoted long sections of Greek in 15-mark 
questions or didn’t quote Greek at all. 

• sometimes left gaps in their translations 

• wrote a less structured essay. 
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Section A overview 

Candidates clearly knew both texts well and produced a number of excellent responses. In particular the 

use of precise Greek quotation had improved from last year. 
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Question 1 (a)* 

More successful responses worked through the text systematically ensuring that they were using a range 

of Greek quotation from the whole text. The vast majority of the candidates had an extremely good 

knowledge of the text and were able to write well on both the challenging nature of the expedition and 

the preparations. The best responses used precise knowledge of the Greek and commented on the 

language used as well such as the repetition of πολλοὺς, the six infinitives which follow μοι δοκεῖ 

χρῆναι ἡμᾶς or the placement of πόλιν. 
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Question 1 (b) 

This question was answered extremely well with many candidates writing very detailed responses which 

showed they had an excellent knowledge of the text. Some candidates quoted the Greek in this answer 

– there is no need to do this. 

 

Question 1 (c) 

This question was very well answered by most candidates. Candidates should make sure that they have 

translated the whole of the passage. Some candidates clearly knew the translation but missed out a 

word. It is definitely worth checking the translation to make sure that each Greek word has been 

translated. 
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Question 1 (d) 

This question was very well done by the majority of candidates. Some only made two of the points which 

limited their overall mark. It is worth noting how many marks are available for each question and making 

that number of points in the response. 

 

Question 2 (a) 

Candidates were very successful at translating what Aristophanes says about the three genders. 

Although, a few did not mention what he says about their parents. 

 

Question 2 (b) 

This question saw no issues and was answered extremely successfully. 
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Question 2 (c) 

The translation was again generally extremely successfully answered. A few candidates had ‘obliterate 

their race’ referring to the giants but otherwise there were no issues. 

 

Question 2 (d)* 

The best responses focused their whole response on ‘persuasive’ and consistently linked their analysis 

of the Greek to that idea. There was some excellent analysis of tricolons and polyptoton but it was also 

clear that the majority of candidates knew the text extremely well. As with the other 15-markers, precise 

quotation of the Greek led to higher marks. 
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Section B overview 

Candidates clearly knew the texts very well in general and the vast majority of responses were again 

extremely good. One thing to be aware of in the 15 markers is that examiners are looking for analysis of 

the Greek text from the passage. Writing whole paragraphs in English that don’t feature any Greek 

quotation is unlikely to gain the highest marks. 

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Translations that don’t score full marks are often because there is a careless omission rather 

than a lack of understanding. It’s therefore worth going over the Greek once the text is down 

on paper to make sure that the whole text is translated.  

 

Question 3 (a) 

Most candidates were able to identify Alcibiades needing to return and the sacrilege in connection with 

the mysteries and the Herms. Some candidates were not precise enough on who else needed to 

accompany him. 
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Question 3 (b) 

This was generally answered extremely successfully. 

 

Question 3 (c) 

This translation was generally answered extremely successfully. Errors tended to be careless ones such 

as the omission of ‘and his sons’.  
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Question 3 (d)* 

The majority of the candidates showed a very good knowledge of the text and used the Greek quotation 

well as a basis for their response. Candidates generally had a very good grasp of the content of the 

passage and knew the story well. The very best responses were also able to show analysis of the 

language used, e.g. εὐθὺς showing the speed of the assassination. Some candidates used stylistic 

terms extremely well but these are not always necessary to achieve the top level, especially if not 

supported by relevant Greek. 
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Question 4 (a) 

This question was answered extremely well. 

 

Question 4 (b) 

This translation was carried out extremely well. 

 

Question 4 (c) 

There were lots of excellent responses to this. Although paraphrasing is absolutely fine, some responses 

were too vague in their explanations. It is important that the meaning of the Greek is conveyed. 
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Question 4 (d) 

Candidates found this question more challenging. Candidates that gave valid responses to the question 

were rewarded. 

 

Question 4 (e)* 

This question was generally very well answered and candidates again showed an excellent knowledge 

of the text. 
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Exemplar 1 

The exemplar above is an excellent example of a response that scores 15 marks. It shows how the 

candidate uses the Greek extremely well, writing concisely to make a number of excellent points in the 

paragraph. 
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Question 5 (a) 

This question was answered extremely well. 

 

Question 5 (b) 

This translation was carried out extremely well in general. 

 

Question 5 (c) 

Candidates knew this text very well and therefore usually tackled this question via a straight translation – 

there were no problems here. 
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Question 5 (d) 

This was generally done very well – a minority of candidates mixed the names up in respect to who was 

doing what to who. 

 

Question 5 (e)* 

This question was again answered extremely well and candidates showed an excellent knowledge of the 

text. Precise Greek quotation again helped the best candidates access the highest marks. 
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Exemplar 2 
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Exemplar 2 is an excellent example of concise quotes being used to support the response and precise 

analysis. This scored at the highest level. 
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Section C overview 

Long introductions can sometimes not always help the flow of the essay. Candidates would have more 

success just starting with the first point and saving the time used for an effective conclusion. The best 

essays were those which had clear evidence of being planned and showed good structure. There is no 

need for direct quotation in the essay, a range of factual detail from across the text makes for a strong 

essay. A good conclusion is always beneficial, ideally this will go beyond just a summary of the points 

already made. 

Question 6* 

Candidates showed a very good knowledge of the different personalities and used a range of factual 

detail from across the text. The best responses discussed both sides of the argument and made 

perceptive points on the different styles of leadership. Weaker candidates tended to veer towards a list of 

factual points which didn’t necessarily hang together as an essay. 

Question 7* 

Candidates knew the text very well in general and made a number of perceptive and relevant points in 

their essays. Humour, the use of myth and the introduction of Diotima were all dealt with extremely well. 

Some responses made lots of good ideas but needed more precise details from the text to support this. 

Question 8* 

Candidates here showed an excellent knowledge of the Plutarch and the best essays assessed both 

sides of Alcibiades. The best candidates showed extremely good factual knowledge of his life which they 

then used to make perceptive points about his character. Less successful responses tended to be more 

generalised. 
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Exemplar 3 
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This response is an excellent example of an essay which has a brief introduction and then goes straight 

into the essay making perceptive points throughout. This essay achieved full marks. 
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