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Introduction

Our examiners 'reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates 'performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates 'performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 2 series overview

This is the Prose Composition or Comprehension paper. Candidates choose which of the two options to
respond to. Very occasionally a candidate answers both; in such a case both responses are marked,
and the higher mark is given in accordance with the rubric.

Once again Comprehension was the more popular option; 43% chose Prose Composition, the same
proportion as last year.

Handwriting was in general acceptable. Candidates should be reminded that where written Greek letters
(especially breathings) are ambiguous, benefit of doubt is not guaranteed. This notably applies to the
regular question that asks to identify a verb; a missing breathing is a missing letter. Accents are not
required. Similarly, in Prose Composition, a missing breathing will be seen as a minor error like any other
spelling mistake.

Following the approach of previous years on both this paper and Paper 1, examiners referred to the
Defined Vocabulary Lists for both GCSE and AS when making choices about what to accept, and what
alternative meanings to expect. This is not because either list is prescribed for A Level, but because
examiners consider the lists to represent a scope of knowledge that an A Level candidate is expected to
surpass substantially. In the comments below, ‘(GCSE)’ and ‘(AS)’ indicate that a word appears on those
lists. The intention is to be constructive, to help centres and candidates by drawing attention to Greek
words that significant numbers of candidates find difficult to pin down even after some years of study,
especially where more than one distinct meaning may be in use.

Examiners noted that for many candidates it would be worth putting effort into certain words and
confusions that may well have been troubling them since GCSE: buétepoc/Gotegog, for example, or the
different cases that follow common prepositions. Especially with conjunctions and prepositions, the
benefit can be disproportionate to the time spent, compared with, for example, learning nouns and
adjectives. Teachers are encouraged, as one suggestion, to make a habit of testing new noun
vocabulary alongside common prepositions, and verbs alongside adverbs, etc.

‘ Assessment for learning

Confusion of prepositions and their following cases can cause havoc for comprehension.

@ Many grammar books offer common phrases illustrating these, arranged in informative groups
(e.9. kata Ttovg vououg alongside apa tovg vopouvg) which can stick in the memory better
than a dry ‘kata + acc’. Consider allocating these for learning, or indeed keeping lists of
preposition uses encountered in set texts which again might bring lasting recall.
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Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper
generally did the following: generally did the following:
e used the terms of the question to help them | e translated rather than answered the questions
work out the meaning of the Greek asked (especially where verbs were in the first
¢ answered the specific question asked rather person)
than translating the whole section e gave long-winded grammatical explanations
o were confidentin their use of the word ‘follows’ | ¢ gave grammatical explanations that did not
in grammatical explanations agree with the translations offered, or were
e ensured that grammatical explanations and self-contradictory
translations reinforced each other e made, in Prose Composition, structures too
¢ made sure, in Prose Composition, that the complicated and therefore wrote unwieldy
basic sentence structure was sound sentences without main verbs
e showed signs of checking through their e were unclear on the different cases following
translation and adjusting the word order for common prepositions.
clarity.
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Section A

Question 1

SECTION A

Comprehension and Grammar

Read the passage below carefully and answer the questions which follow.

1 £k 6¢ tovtov ... magakwvduvevew (lines 1-2): how did Andocides show that he was valuable to
Athens? [4]

Most candidates commenced strongly here. Full marks eluded those who did not recognise oV mwmorte,
or took Tt@wv 6vtwv to mean ‘my being’.

Question 2 (a)
2  aAA avtika ... xaAkov (lines 2—4):

(a) What does Andocides say he immediately did to help his country? [3

Most candidates were given all three marks. A significant number did not translate eiorjyayov correctly,
offering ‘travelled to’.

Question 2 (b)
(b) What had the Four Hundred done? [2]

At A Level, candidates ought to be able to understand the nuances of the use of a word such as to
nodyua, and indeed recognise a common compound of Aappdavw (GCSE), so ‘they had things there’

could not be given any marks. Some sense of active taking was needed for the first mark, and for the
second a suggestion of what kind of ‘things’ these were.

Question 2 (c)
(c) What else did Andocides provide for his country? [1

Most candidates were given this mark. Those who were not did not recognise xaAkog — examiners
noted xaAkovg (AS).
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Question 3

3 «kaiolavdoeg ... xoovw (lines 5-7): describe how the Athenians benefitted from the help which
Andocides had provided. [5

This was another question that most candidates did well on, but with one mark in particular (‘they alone’)
distinguishing those who fully understood from those with some doubt. Some candidates only interpreted
part of the meaning or left out a lot of detail. With any comprehension question it is best to look at the
number of marks available and try to respond appropriately.

Question 4

4  ciyao toig avdoaoty ... owbnvau (lines 7-9): explain what Andocides says about the danger, if
he had not given supplies to the Athenians. [3]

This was a challenging question, and many candidates left this until last, or crossed out an answer and
rewrote it at the end. The essential contrast (that it was not about saving the city, but rather about not
being saved themselves: i.e. a survival situation rather than just a military/strategic one) was bound up in
multiple negatives. Examiners were instructed to be flexible, and to weigh up the overall level of
comprehension. Candidates needed to show that the situation was not A but B; or was B ‘rather than’ A.
Fewer candidates achieved full marks here, but many managed two.

Exemplar 1

This candidate has not simply translated, but explained. The paraphrase ‘not getting away safely’ was
not required, but shows clear understanding of what Andocides is saying.

Question 5

5 tovtwv Toivuy ... mpayuatwy (lines 10-12): translate these lines into English. Please write
your translation on alternate lines. [10]

As every year, the translation was difficult and attainment ranged from very low to occasional full marks.
Evidently a sizeable minority were not confident with the idiom toUtwv ¢xovtwv and became stuck in

various types of ‘having’. Many candidates confused mtapa yvwunv with kata yvwunv. The second part
(katémmAevoa...) was done better, although many candidates thought the initial word was a participle.
Some had difficulty with the delayed évexa, although this is a common word order and many mistook
vuetéowv (GCSE) for botepwv (AS).
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Question 6

6 rmwbBouevolde Tveg ... PovAny (lines 13-14). how was Andocides treated on his return? [4

In this and the following question it was necessary to answer the question rather than just translate
Andocides’ speech; simple translation (‘they sought me out...’) could not be given full marks. The most
common mistake was to miss the second mark, but also by not recognising mapaxonua. ‘They sought
my possessions’ was a sensible guess, but the Greek would have needed to be plural. This sentence
would be a good one to analyse with students (especially of Prose Composition) for its idiomatic
subordination and omission of the repeated object.

Question 7

7 xayw — BoguPog yap on ... ieoawv (lines 15-17): what was Andocides'’ reaction when he saw the
situation? [3]

Here there were two words not widely recognised: mpoonndw and twv tepwv. With the latter, as both

noun ‘temple’ and adjective ‘sacred’ are experienced at GCSE, examiners judged that it was appropriate
to expect recognition of the appropriate meaning here.

Question 8 (a)
8 Which part of the verb are the following:

(a) mapeoxevacusvol (line 5) 1

Although ‘participle’ was universally offered, many candidates did not give the tense of the participle. Of
those who did, most gave ‘aorist’; this would have been mapaokevaocapévot.

Question 8 (b)
(b) ocwbijvau (line 9)? [1]

|Most candidates identified this correctly.

Question 9 (a)

9 Give the first person singular present indicative of the following:

(a) wataiAndotwv (line 4) 1

Various responses were given, with kaOaipéw and kataAeinw especially popular for obvious reasons.
Both aipéw and the correct root verb are familiar from GCSE.
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Question 9 (b)
(b) eiorjxOn (line 8) [1]

This was not widely recognised, although they should be familiar with the vocabulary and morphology
from GCSE; eioépyouat was widely offered.

Question 9 (c)
(c) mwbBouevol (line 13) [1]

|Almost all candidates recognised the verb and were given the mark.

Question 10 (a)

10 State and explain the case of the following words:

(a) ToU cwpatos (line 1) (2]

This was answered well. ‘Following ¢peloaunv’ was enough to show understanding of the grammar.

Question 10 (b)

(b) Toic avboaowv (line 7) [2]

Candidates often seem to feel that the right response must include a technical term, but for such a
canonical case meaning ‘dative — ‘to the men” was perfectly adequate. ‘Indirect object’ was the right
technical term, whereas ‘dative of advantage’ and ‘possession’ were not correct.

Question 10 (c)
(c) rrovta (line 13) (2

The immediate cause of the accusative case (which all candidates identified) was the agreement with
pe. Examiners also accepted further explanation of why e itself is accusative, which was in the main

explained well.
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Question 11 (a)

11 Explain, using a translation if you think it is helpful, the grammar of the following words:

(a) ovoav (line 3) [2]

Most candidates were on the right track here, but many could not be given the first mark because as in
Question 8 the tense was required. Candidates should be aware that at A Level merely identifying
ovoav as a participle is unlikely to be worth a mark in itself.

Question 11 (b)

(b) T@wv teToakociwy (line 13) [2]

Most candidates achieved both marks. A few offered simply ‘of the Four Hundred’ which wasn’t
adequate to explain the case — twvég and/or ‘some’ was essential.

9 © OCR 2023



A Level Classical Greek - H444/02 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Section B overview

Once again this year, the standard of translation was very high, with many candidates achieving a mark
over 40 and some at the very top of the scale. Examiners noted that as usual a solid command of GCSE
grammar and syntax would serve well for most of the translation required — at least for a ‘basic’ version,
which of course would, if free of errors, be marked highly. The passage offered plenty of opportunities for
idiomatic subordination with participles; candidates responded accordingly. There were very few
eccentric attempts at ‘stylish’ writing. Centres are thanked for responding to examiners’ feedback here,
as the idiomatic quality of the Greek offered is now very good.

Use of the definite article and of avtog appeared more confident than last year; perhaps even following
comments in the Examiners’ Report.

Question 12
SECTION B

Prose Composition

12 Translate this passage into Classical Greek prose.
You are reminded that marks will be awarded for the style of your translation.

Please write your translation on alternate lines. [50]

As the mark scheme is finalised after examiners have read a wide range of scripts, the style points listed
with + are largely taken from what candidates wrote. The mark scheme therefore is useful for inspiration
for these. Candidates wanting to improve the idiomatic quality of their Greek would do well to try back-
translating translated passages from English and comparing the results. In the exam itself, the
Comprehension passage might offer inspiration too.

12i) As usual, the opening of the passage gave good opportunities to collect marks for style. xeAwvn 0¢
T would gain two marks immediately. The most common problem was with the syntax of eirte — often
the birds and the suffering were in the accusative case.

12ii) It was important to use the reflexive éavtrjv here, otherwise, this section was done well.

12iii) Most candidates correctly used the genitive case after axovw, and many made this a participle too.
Tragic vocabulary was much in evidence for ‘misfortune’ and accepted, but twv kaxwv was perfectly
adequate as well.

12iv) The direct speech was well handled, especially with the morphology, whether with a participle or
future, of gpéow.

12v) Sensible proposals were given for ‘riches’. ‘All’ caused some difficulty. Trouble forming the correct
ending (usually mavtag), coordinating with the article and settling on a word order all caused some
marks to be lost.

12vi) ‘Taking her...” was widely used to combine the verbs. The morphology of 6vuvé caused some
problems (even the accusative plural), although there was nothing very unusual about this noun.
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12vii) The changes of subject here led to some confused syntax, and confidence with avtog was helpful.
‘At the moment of her death’ was an interesting challenge, with some clever use of &Gua or uéAAw or
straightforward present participles.

12viii) Candidates offered arange of vocabulary of justice here. “Think about’ required care and voutCw
required a preposition phrase.

12ix) Most candidates finished strongly here, with good formations of ‘shows’, of the future ‘will die’ and
of ‘they want’. Accusative infinitive was the most popular structure. It was very common to offer &vdpeg

rather than &vOopwmot (GCSE).

12x) The most popular mark was five, but with few candidates collecting more than six points over the
passage. In the main, candidates are finding sensible and appropriate ways to write good Greek. As a
reminder, clever syntax will only be rewarded if the morphology is correct to support it. Accuracy will
always trump ambition.

Exemplar 2

MRS
5 dovoc SNAOL Tove Ry @ownouc,ﬁ«rogmvouvmr a
7 ) 7 D) 1 S ‘ -

e ﬁvﬂ‘\,f‘.m v . - t

%

o En
Exouct N Bouvlaviaw.

In this response the candidate has made a single slight error in *amoBavouvvtag, but the participle
structure works well. The candidate has added in words but there is no lack of clarity.
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