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Section A

Start your answer to each 10, 20 and 30 mark question on a new page.

Source A 
Aristophanes, Knights 211 – 252

©  Alan H, Sommerstein, Aristophanes: Knights ,  Liverpool University Press, 1981. Item removed due to Third Party Copyright Restrictions.
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1 The character Paphlagon is based on a real Athenian politician.

 Give the name of this politician.   [1]

2 Give two types of activity which went on in ‘the Agora’ (line 8) in Athens.  [2]

3  Explain how in Source A Aristophanes gives a negative view of the politician on whom the 
character of Paphlagon is based.  [10]

In 594 BC Solon introduced a range of reforms in Athens, including some to the legal system.

4 What official position did Solon hold when he made these reforms?  [1]

5 Solon changed a law code which made excessive use of the death penalty. Give the name of the 
person who had created the law code which Solon changed.   [1]

6  Explain how Solon’s changes to the previous law code might have made life fairer for ordinary 
Athenians. [10]

7*  Analyse how successful you think Solon’s political and economic reforms were in solving the 
problems in Attica which had led to him being appointed.  [20]

[Section A Total: 45]
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Section B

Answer one question from this section.

Use classical sources, and secondary sources, scholars and/or academic works to support your 
argument. You should also consider possible interpretations of sources by different audiences.

Either

8* ‘The Assembly (Ekklesia) was the most important and effective part of the 5th century Athenian 
democratic system.’ 

 Assess how far you agree with this statement. In your answer you should refer to at least three 
of the authors you have studied. [30]

Or

9* ‘In his plays, Aristophanes is not criticising democracy; he is trying to show how it should work.’ 

 Assess how far you agree with this statement. In your answer you should use detailed evidence 
from at least three plays of Aristophanes. [30]

[Section B Total: 30]
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