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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).

3 © OCR 2023




AS Level History A - Y251/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Paper Y251/01 series overview

Y251 is one of five non-British Period Study units for Paper 2 for the revised AS Level examination for
GCE History. This unit tests a period of study of about 50 years through a traditional essay and an essay
based on evaluating an interpretation. The examination paper contains three questions. The first two
questions, in Section A, are traditional essay questions and the candidate is required to answer one of
them. The third question, in Section B, all candidates are required to answer. This is the interpretation
question.

Every candidate followed the rubric correctly by selecting one of the 30-mark essay questions and no
candidate attempted both essay questions. Responses to Question 3 focused on evaluating the
strengths and limitations of the given interpretation. A lack of knowledge impacted on the quality of
answers across all papers. Furthermore, key words or phrases were misunderstood. The quality of
written communication was reasonably good, and most responses were clearly organised.

The quality of some responses to all the questions was hindered by a lack of detailed knowledge and
key words/phrases in the question not being fully understood. Overall, the quality of written
communication was fair to good, and most responses were clearly organised.

Candidates who did well on this paper

Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

discussed at least two issues in depth in the
essay question

gave supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the question set, not just the
topic

reached a supported judgement about the
issue in the question

made a series of interim judgements about
the issues discussed in relation to the
question

considered the strengths and limitations of
the given interpretation in the interpretation
question

referred to at least one other interpretation

gave supporting detail that was both accurate
and relevant to the issues in the
interpretation.

produced a judgement in the essay question
that was not supported and was, therefore,
assertion or a judgement that did not follow
logically from the response

were unable to use their knowledge to
address the issue in the question

showed a poor understanding of the major
issues in relation to the question

were unable to support their response with
relevant or accurate material

did not focus on the precise wording of the
guestion

made unsupported comments about issues in
the interpretation question which were no
more than assertions.
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Section A overview

Two essays are set, each from a different Key Topic. Here the candidates were asked to examine the
effectiveness of Nazi youth policies in the period from 1933 to 1939 and the extent of social change in
the DDR in improving the lives of ordinary people. The questions set require candidates to analyse
causes and consequences of major historical issues.

Question 1*

1* How effective was Nazi policy towards youth in the period from 1933 to 19397 [30]

This was answered by the vast majority of candidates and elicited a good range of responses. The best
responses considered a wide range of evidence of youth policies including the spread of the HJ and its
associated organisations, the implementation of education policies, the key improvements to health and
physical fitness and the suppression of alternative youth organisations. In contrast candidates who
contradicted the premise in the question pointed to informal opposition movements emerging, acts of
petty rebellions such as listening to jazz, the survival of the Catholic Youth movement and the necessity
of introducing compulsory participation as evidence that Nazi policy was unsuccessful. A very good
consideration of these factors is seen in the chosen exemplar. Weaker responses wrote narrative
accounts or considered evidence from beyond 1939, including the role of the White Rose group.

Misconception

Some candidates included information on the White Rose group in this question. The White
Rose group emerged after 1939.
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Exemplar 1
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This exemplar gives a very good consideration of the factors covering a wide range of knowledge. Also,
the exemplar offers evidence that supports and challenges the effectiveness of Nazi policy towards
youth and as well, there is a conclusion. This was given Level 5: 26 marks.

Question 2*

2* To what extent did social change in the DDR improve the lives of ordinary people in the period
from 1949 to 19637 [30]

There were not enough responses to this question to be able to write a meaningful report.
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Section B overview

In this section candidates were asked to consider a short interpretation that stated that Germans voted
Nazi for economic reasons in the years from 1928 to 1933. They should consider the strengths and
limitations of the given interpretation.

Question 3

3 Read the interpretation and then answer the question that follows:
‘Germans voted Nazi for economic reasons in the years from 1928 to 1933.
From: J. Hite and C. Hinton, Weimar and Nazi Germany, published in 2000.

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this interpretation of the period from 1928 to 1933,
making reference to other interpretations that you have studied. [20]

At the higher level, candidates analysed different interpretations and assessed the strengths and
limitations of this interpretation with a secure contextual knowledge. The strongest responses were
balanced, analytical and well supported with a good range of factors used to support and justify this
interpretation. These answers explored the strengths of this interpretation by examining the legacy of
Versailles, the impact of the Depression, the actions of various chancellors after 1930 and Nazi relations
with big business. Limitations were evaluated by considering political factors, antisemitism, and fear of
communism. In addition, they offered detailed and assured knowledge and provided a balanced
assessment of the interpretation. This can be seen in the exemplar given below. However, there was
significant tendency to provide a list of reasons for voting Nazi with bolt on use of views and theories.
The weaker responses provided generalised comments with limited support and evidence, offering
limited evaluation of the interpretation. Responses that were very descriptive with general comments
were given Level 1 and Level 2.
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Exemplar 2
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This exemplar gives a confident appraisal of the stated interpretation. It also challenges the main
interpretation by contrasting with the breakdown of trust in democracy and the Weimar Republic. It was
given Level 5: 18 marks.
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