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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper Y136/01 series overview 

Y136 is one of four units for the revised AS Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 

extended period of history of about fifty years through an Enquiries or source-based option and an 

essay. The paper is divided into two sections.  

In Section A, candidates have to answer two compulsory source questions based on three written 

primary sources. The first question requires them to use one source to assess its usefulness and the 

second question all three sources to assess the validity of a view. In Section B, candidates are required 

to answer one essay question from a choice of two. To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able 

to consider both provenance of the sources and apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a 

judgement about the sources in relation to the issue in the question. The judgement should be based on 

the evaluation of the reliability of the evidence given not on the topic or contextual knowledge.  

To do well on Section B, candidates needed to address the issue in the question, using detailed 

supporting knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they 

discuss and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion.  

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• considered the provenance of the source(s) 
and used relevant contextual knowledge 

• linked the contextual knowledge to the source 
being discussed to show whether the view of 
the source was valid or not 

• reached an overall judgement as to the extent 
to which the sources supported the view in the 
question 

• in answering the essay question candidates 
discussed at least two issues in depth 

• gave supporting detail which was both 
accurate and relevant to the question set, not 
just the topic 

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question. 

• did not consider both the provenance and use 
contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources 

• wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment 
of the sources, with very little consideration of 
one of the sources 

• reached a judgement based on their 
knowledge rather than the sources 

• showed a poor understanding of the major 
issues relevant to the essay 

• were unable to support their answer with 
relevant material 

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question 

• made unsupported comments about issues 
which were assertions. 
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Section A overview 

Candidates had to answer two questions based on a set of three sources. The first question focused on 

the utility of one of the sources, the second asked how far the three sources supported a view.  

 

Question 1 

Candidates need to explain the source in relation to the question and use their contextual knowledge 

and assess the provenance of the source in order to reach a judgement as to how useful the source was 

as evidence for the difficulty of suppressing the rebellion. It was essential that candidates focused on the 

suppression of Kett’s rebellion, but many instead chose to discuss other rebellions mentioned; this was 

valid if these events were used to show the scale and diversion of resources which made suppression 

difficult. There was much in the source that candidates could use to show the difficulty, particularly the 

number of troops sent, the battle and retreat and the final battle lasting three days. Contextual 

knowledge could have referenced the fall of Norwich, England’s second city, to the rebels and the death 

of Sheffield. In discussing the provenance, most noted it was from Edward’s journal and how he might 

have obtained the knowledge, but the strongest responses commented on the final sentence about the 

fall of Somerset and the almost cold tone with which it was noted, and used this to argue that Edward’s 

knowledge might have come from the faction opposed to Somerset. There were many responses that 

did not use both contextual knowledge and provenance and this limited the level achieved, and even 

fewer reached a supported judgement.  
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Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 illustrates a response that reached Level 4 and did use both provenance and contextual 

knowledge but did not reach a judgement.  

Assessment for learning 

 

Emphasise the need to use both contextual knowledge and provenance when evaluating the 

sources.  
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Question 2 

There were a number of misconceptions when responding to this question. In discussing Source A, 

many candidates argued it was the commons who were responsible for the unrest and used evidence of 

the throwing down of enclosures to support their argument. They also argued that the gentry and nobles 

were the ones responsible for pacifying the unrest, drawing on examples such as Arundel in Sussex, and 

were not able to see how it was many of their policies that had brought about the unrest. Candidates 

who gave the strongest responses were aware that unrest in Oxfordshire was religious and also 

commented on the fall of Somerset and how he could be seen as being responsible with the Enclosure 

Commission. Some candidates then commented that the provenance might lead to such a conclusion.  

In discussing Source B, the majority of candidates were able to see who blamed the gentry and that 

given it was written by Russell, who would probably be sympathetic to their outlook, was likely to be 

reliable, particularly given the nature of the source. There was a good range of contextual knowledge 

used, with candidates referencing the ‘Kill the Gentleman’ comment and actions at various places 

through the West Country that showed class divide, although some candidates did argue that it was the 

religious changes that provoked the unrest.  

Source C presented the least difficulty as the majority of candidates saw that Crowley blamed the gentry, 

although some could not equate gentry with landlords. Some were able to refer to the Enclosure 

Commissions and the increase in rents and prices. Most candidates were aware that the commonwealth 

writers held such views and therefore challenged the validity of such a view and argued that most at the 

time were unaware of the actual causes.  
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Exemplar 2  
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Exemplar 2 is an example of a response placed in Level 4 where the candidate showed some evaluative 

skills, using both contextual knowledge and provenance to evaluate the sources, but did not reach a 

supported judgement based on their provenance. 

Misconception 

 

In Source A, candidates blamed the people for the rebellions and did not equate the unrest 

with the policies introduced by the government. 
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Section B overview 

Candidates are required to answer one essay from a choice of two. 

 

Question 3* 

Question 3 was the less popular question and was challenging. The question required candidates to 

weigh up the role of parliament in the administration of England against other institutions. The minority of 

candidates understood the role of parliament. Some candidates were able to comment about its 

infrequent meetings, but many seemed to think parliament referred to virtually every element of 

administration and could not differentiate between the different bodies. There were candidates able to 

comment on some of the various issues parliament did legislate on, but that was usually the limit of their 

knowledge. Very few were able to weigh up the role of parliament against institutions such as the 

monarch, Council, Council learned in the Law, local government or the regional Councils. Without the 

knowledge needed, many responses lacked depth or an understanding of how England was 

administered at the turn of the fifteenth/sixteenth centuries.  

 

Question 4* 

Question 4 was the more popular question, but again many candidates struggled. However, stronger 

responses did comment on Henry’s particular interest in foreign policy and not day-to-day administration, 

hence his appointment of Wolsey. Even when this approach was taken, it often led to responses drifting 

into a response about Henry’s role in foreign policy rather than government. Some candidates argued 

that Henry had little interest and therefore it was Wolsey who carried out the work and then went on to 

explain the reforms he carried out in the legal system, the taxation policies and his reform of 

government. Few candidates were able to comment in any detail about Henry’s role, although some did 

mention the removal of his father’s ministers Empson and Dudley, in order to win popularity. There was 

some occasional discussion of the lavish court he established and the restoration of the nobility to their 

traditional roles, but few candidates actually commented that ultimately all decisions rested with the King. 

The occasional response did comment on Henry’s decision to remove Wolsey when he was unable to 

resolve the King’s Great Matter and his intervention over the failure of the Amicable Grant.  
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