Qualification O ‘ R
Accredited

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

GCSE (9-1)

Examiners’ report

PSYCHOLOGY

J203

For first teaching in 2017

J203/01 Summer 2023 series

Version 1 ocr.org.uk/psychology


https://www.ocr.org.uk/subjects/psychology/

GCSE (9-1) Psychology - J203/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Contents

1] 1o To 18 o7 1o o PSSP PSUPPPPPRPPRPRS 4

=Y o= i BT =TSR o N = T YT 5

RS T= o 1o N o 1YY YRR 6
L@ BT (o] o T = PSPPSR PUPRPR PRSI 6
L@ BT T o B () SRRSO 6
L@ BT (T o T () PRSP RSPRSOTRR 7
L@ T D =T (o] o 2RSS 7
L@ BT (T T PSSP PRPSOTRS 8
QBT (o] g I = PR PRPROPTRR 8
L@ BT (T I () SRRSO 8
L@ BT (T I (o) P RRPRPPRRR 9
QU1 (o] IR - | SRRSO 9
L@ 01T (T I { ) O SRSSORSR 9
QU1 (o] g IR T () TSP 10
(@B 1Y T IR T (o | SRR 10
(@B 1T T I SRR 10
(@ T0=T (o] o PRSPPSO 11

SECHON B OVEIVIEW ...ttt e et e et e e et e e et e e e e et e e e e e e anneeeeeeaenes 12
QBT (To] g IR = ) TSP ROPPI 12
(@B 1T (T IR () PRSP 12
(@ TBTTS] (1] g IR () SRR 13
QUUESTION Ot e ettt e e oo oot e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaan 13
(@01 T B O - SRS 14
(@ TUTTS] (o] o T L0 (o ) TP PPEPTT 15
(@ 01T T o W g - PSSR 15
(@ TUTCYS3 (1) o T e (o) SRRSO S PR 15
L@ U1 (o] o T PP EPR P 16
L@ BT (T o T - RSP 16
(@ TUTCYS (1) o T T o) TSROSO 17

SECHON C OVEIVIEBW ...ttt e et e e ottt oo e bt e e e e b b et e e e e st e et e e e nbe e e e e enbneeeeanns 18
L@ BT (T o B - ST SP 18
L@ T T=YS3 (1) o T o) SRS 18
L@ BT T o T (o SRS 19
(@ TUTS (o] o T K TS OSSO RPROPT 19

2 © OCR 2023



GCSE (9-1) Psychology - J203/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

L@ TU TS (o] o T L PP EPR P 20
QUUESTION 17 ..ttt b e ekt h e h etk et Rt e b et e e e e e be e e e na e e e nnee e 20
QUESTION 18 ... ittt et e et e e e ettt e e e e et e e e e e ea e e e e e e e ab e e e e e aba e e e e e aaaaeeeaaarneeeeanraeeas 21
SECHON D OVEIVIEW ...ttt ettt e et e e e bt e e e b b et e e e e nb et e e e anb e e e e e enbneeeeaans 24
(@ TUTTS (o] o T K T OO OTPRRROPTI 24
L@ TUTS] (o] a2 N - PP PRP P 25
L@ TU LTS (T a2 O N (o ) RSP 25
(@B TS (o] a2y - PRSP 25
(@ TUTT (T a2 (o ) RSP 26
(@B LT T o 2y (o) RSP 26
QBT (o] g 20 - PSPPI P 26
L@ TUTTS (o] a2 (o ) RSP 27
QUESTION 23ttt e et e e e et e e e e et e e e e e — et e e e e h— e e e e e ab—aeeeaaaaaeeeaarareeeaarraeeas 27
QUUESTION 24 ...ttt e e e e bt e ettt e e R et e e R et e e R e et e eR b e e e enEe e e e be e e abeeeaneeeenneaans 28

3 © OCR 2023



GCSE (9-1) Psychology - J203/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 1 series overview

J203/01 is one of two examination papers which follow the same structure in terms of sections, skills and
patterns of questions. This paper focuses on the topics of Criminal Psychology, Development and
Psychological Problems as well as assessing Research Methods through asking candidates to plan and
design an investigation.

To do well on this paper, candidates need to have a broad and detailed knowledge of the content,
especially with reference to theories and studies. The ability to apply knowledge and understanding to
novel sources and scenarios is also important for success. Lastly, candidates’ evaluation skills need to
be evident and to be effective to achieve the higher marks on this paper.

Candidates who did well on this paper were able to demonstrate the range of psychological skills
assessed through this GCSE including mathematical ability. Candidates who did less well often showed
limited knowledge of key ideas and found application of understanding a challenge. Their attempts to
evaluate sometimes lacked focus or were vague.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

e provided a contextualised, well-structured and
evaluative response to Question 18

e demonstrated sound knowledge of
correlational and mathematical concepts

e showed clear understanding of the term
prevalence.

gave general or vague responses to extended
questions such as Questions 7, 17 and 18

demonstrated poor understanding of key
evaluative concepts

gave responses that lacked contextualised
focus throughout.

© OCR 2023
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Section A overview

Generally, knowledge of Daniel, Weinberger, Jones et al.’s study was sound. However, candidates were
less successful at demonstrating clear knowledge of Stigma and Discrimination. Also it was clear that
most candidates were unaware of the meaning of prevalence for Question 7.

Question 1 (a)

1 (a) Identify the area of the brain investigated in Daniel, Weinberger, Jones et al.’s (1991) study
into the effect of amphetamine on regional cerebral blood flow.

A hippocampus

B limbic system

C pre-frontal cortex

D temporal lobe

Your answer [1]

The majority of answers were correct here.

Question 1 (b)

(b) Identify the scanning technique used in Daniel, Weinberger, Jones et al.’s (1991) study into
the effect of amphetamine on regional cerebral blood flow.

A CAT scan

B MRI scan

C PETscan

D SPECT scan

Your answer [1]

Candidates generally answered correctly here.

6 © OCR 2023
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Question 1 (c)

(c) Identify which one of the following is a conclusion from Daniel, Weinberger, Jones et al.’s
(1991) study into the effect of amphetamine on regional cerebral blood flow.

A amphetamine significantly decreased cortical activity during the sensori-motor task
B amphetamine significantly decreased cortical activity during the WCST cognitive task

C amphetamine significantly increased cortical activity in an area of the brain during the
sensori-motor task

D amphetamine significantly increased cortical activity in an area of the brain during the
WCST cognitive task

Your answer [1]

The majority of candidates correctly identified the correct answer.

Question 2

2 Qutline one criticism of the procedure used in Daniel, Weinberger, Jones et al.’s (1991) study into
the effect of amphetamine on regional cerebral blood flow.

.12

Most candidates gained marks here, commonly focusing on small sample sizes. Contextualisation was
generally good.
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Question 3

3 Explain one way in which the biological theory of schizophrenia can be criticised.

I3

A good proportion of candidates correctly identified mark worthy evaluation points. However, less
successful candidates struggled to expand the evaluation points out in context.

Question 4 (a)

4 Alex wakes up feeling low most momings and is not really motivated to do anything. Alex has felt

like this for a while and thinks it is related to having lost his job a couple of months ago. It made
him feel worthless. Alex could not stop thinking that he had let the family down.
From the source and using the ABC model of depression:

(a) Identify the activating event.

- [1]
The majority of candidates answered correctly.
Question 4 (b)
(b) Identify the irrational belief.
-]

Some confusion was seen here with lack of motivation/feeling worthless.

© OCR 2023
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Question 4 (c)

(c) Identify a consequence.

Examiners’ report

- [1]

There was some confusion here with letting his family down.

Question 5 (a)

5 Apsychologist investigated the correlation between how long people had been on
anti-depressants and how severe their depression was, where the higher the score, the more
depressed they were.

Their results are shown in the graph below.
12
10 *—o
.
8 *—w
L L]
Level of o
depression o o
4 *—®
*
2
D 1 I I I I 1
0 5 10 15 20 25 30
Days on anti-depressants
(a) Name the type of graph used to display the data.
- [1]
Question 5 (b)
(b) Give the two co-variables in this investigation.
[2]
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Question 5 (c)

(c) Using the graph, state the type of correlation shown.

.11

Question 5 (d)

(d) Using the graph, state what the psychologist would conclude about the correlation between
how long people had been on anti-depressants and how severe their depression was.

.1

The vast majority of candidates answered parts (a — d) correctly.

Question 6

6 Explain why a person with an undiagnosed mental health problem may experience stigma and
discrimination.

.12

Candidates seemed unclear on the difference between stigma and discrimination. Candidates needed to
clearly differentiate between the two usually facilitated by examples.

10 © OCR 2023
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Question 7
7 Describe the current prevalence of mental health problems.

... [6]

Responses were vague or unrelated to demands of the question in a majority of cases. Candidates need
to be aware of specific statistics relating to the area, as well as have a firmer grasp of key vocabulary.

OCR support

@ Many candidates did not understand the meaning of ‘prevalence’. The following resource by

OCR could help here: Guide to key concepts

Exemplar 1
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Exemplar 1 gained full marks; the candidate has clearly identified a number of different mental health
problems with appropriate associated statistics.
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Section B overview

In this section the majority of candidates demonstrated good maths skills. However, it was clear that
knowledge of Piaget was often confused with other theories or theorists. Greater depth and breadth of
Piaget’'s theory would be expected. Blakewell’s study was generally confused by candidates between
study 1 and 2, however evaluation was on the whole done well.

Question 8 (a)

8 (a) Identify the first stage of cognitive development according to Piaget's theory.
A concrete operational
B formal operational
C pre-operational

D sensori-motor

Your answer [1]

Most candidates gave the correct answer here.

Question 8 (b)

(b) Identify which one of the following features of cognitive development is in place before the
concrete operational stage according to Piaget.

A conservation

B decentration

C object permanence
D

reversibility

Your answer [1]

Most candidates gave the correct answer here.

12 © OCR 2023
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Question 8 (c)

(c) Identify the process children go through to create a new schema according to Piaget.
A accommodation
B active learning
C animism

D assimilation

Your answer [1]

There were a lot of incorrect answers to part (c), with assimilation or active learning being misidentified.

Question 9

9 Describe how the brain develops during adolescence.

. [3]

Candidates struggled to correctly and clearly identify actual changes in adolescence, rather tending to be
general identification of brain development from different stages of development or too vague or lacking
detail.

13 © OCR 2023




GCSE (9-1) Psychology - J203/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Question 10 (a)
10 The pie chart below shows the preferred learning styles of 250 pupils.

No preference

(a) Calculate the number of pupils whose preferred learning style was visual.
Show your workings.

.12

This question was very well answered. Some candidates would benefit from presenting
workings/answers with more clarity.

14 © OCR 2023
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Question 10 (b)

(b) Calculate the percentage of pupils who had no preference.
Show your workings.

. [2]

Generally this question was well answered, but candidates again would benefit from focusing on
presenting the answers as requested (in this case as a %).

Question 11 (a)

11 Three teachers are talking in the staffroom.

Ryan: 'l try to reward my students when | see them trying hard, even though they know a task is
difficult.’

Nina: ‘I like to encourage my students to try out a variety of methods to solve a problem.’

Jamal: ‘I like to recognise my students’ talents and help them to develop what they are good at.’

Using the source:

(a) Name the teacher who uses ‘praise for effort’ in their teaching.

M1

Question 11 (b)
(b) Name the teacher whose students are most likely to have a fixed mindset.

.1

These questions were answered correctly by the majority of candidates.

15 © OCR 2023
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Question 12

12 OQutline how Piaget's ideas have been applied to education.

- [4]

Most candidates successfully identified one key concept with development. However, two distinct ideas
needed to be developed for 4 marks. Common misconceptions were discussing fixed and growth
mindsets.

Question 13 (a)
13 (a) Describe Study 1 of Blackwell et al.’s (2007) research into fixed and growth mindsets.

. [4]

Commonly weaker responses confused details from study 1 and 2 therefore losing marks.
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Question 13 (b)

(b) Explain two reasons why Study 1 of Blackwell et al.’s (2007) research into fixed and growth
mindsets can be criticised.

[4]

Candidates generally answered well here, with contextualisation being the differentiator between full
marks and 2/3 marks.

17 © OCR 2023
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Section C overview

Candidates showed good knowledge and understanding of the Criminal Psychology topic both through
the short response questions and the one requiring an extended response. Candidates were less
consistent in terms of evaluation skills which represented a range in the extended response.
Neuropsychology remains challenging for a lot of candidates.

Question 14 (a)

14 (a) Identify which of the following best describes the research method used in Heaven's (1996)
study into delinquency.

A Longitudinal, case study, correlation
B Longitudinal, questionnaires, correlation
C Longitudinal, structured interviews, correlation

D Longitudinal, unstructured interviews, correlation

Your answer [1]

The majority of responses were correct here.

Question 14 (b)
(b) Identify the reason why Heaven's (1996) study into delinquency lacked construct validity.

A because it did not measure neuroticism
B because it used closed questions and rating scales
C because it was a longitudinal study

D because 20% of participants dropped out of the study

Your answer [1]

A clear divide between candidates that understood construct validity and therefore selected the correct
response and those that did not.

18 © OCR 2023
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Question 14 (c)

(c) Identify the weakness of the correlational method used in Heaven's (1996) study into
delinquency.

A it cannot be used to establish cause and effect
B it can only be used with a self-report
C itrelies on participants not withdrawing from the study

D participants may give socially desirable answers

Your answer [1]

Most candidates answered this question correctly.

Question 15
15 Draw a line to match each type of crime with the appropriate example. [3]
Type of Crime Example
Charlie has been cautioned for having
loud parties that go on into the night.
Acquisitive
Layla has been arrested for
possession of drugs.
Anti-social
Tom is under investigation for carrying
out online fraud.
Violent
Hugo is in custody having been
accused of physical assault.

The majority of responses were correct.

19 © OCR 2023
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Question 16

16 Ben has been caught a number of times shoplifting from local businesses. His probation officer is
concerned that his community sentences are not enough to stop him re-offending.

Briefly explain how restorative justice could be used to try to stop Ben re-offending.

- [2]

The vast majority of candidates answered correctly, with occasional weakness in context. However, a
proportion of candidates confused restorative justice with alternative punishments such as community
service.

Question 17

17 Describe the neuropsychology involved in neuroticism.

- [3]

There was a clear divide between candidates that had secure knowledge of neuroticism and
neuropsychology and those who confused neuroticism with extroversion.

20 © OCR 2023
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Exemplar 2
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This response clearly identifies the neuropsychological link to neuroticism and then applies it to the
context of crime effectively achieving full marks.

Question 18*

18* Use your knowledge and understanding from across the psychology course to explain how far
you agree with the following statement:

‘It is possible to change any human behaviour through learning from others.’

In your answer, you should refer to the Social Learning Theory of Criminality and to one other
theory from another area of psychology you have studied. [13]

A full range of responses were shown here. Stronger responses clearly described SLT in the context of
crime and went on to evaluate in context well. More successful candidates picked nature based theories
(such as biological explanations of schizophrenia) and contrasted with SLT well.
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Exemplar 3
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Exemplar 3 gained full marks. It clearly links SLT to crime, provides multiple accurate evaluation points
and contrasts well with the biological explanation of schizophrenia. Evaluation is developed and the
layout and discussion is logical and clear.
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Section D overview

Most candidates showed some ability to apply what they have learnt in Research Methods to plan their
own investigation. Planning space seemed to be infrequently used and candidates should be
encouraged to spend some time planning in context to improve their responses in this section.

Question 19

You have been asked to carry out a questionnaire to investigate how much bullying happens in the

workplace. The theory is that people who work in large organisations will experience more bullying
than people who work in small organisations.

Use this space to plan your investigation.

19 Outline one strength of using a questionnaire in your investigation.

.12

Too many responses focused on data strengths rather than actual strengths of questionnaires.

Candidates need to be encouraged to read questions carefully to correctly respond to the demands of
the question.
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Question 20 (a)

20 (a) Write an example of an open question that could be used in your investigation.

.. [1]
The vast majority of candidates answered correctly.
Question 20 (b)
(b) Explain whether this question would give you primary or secondary data.
.. [2]

Most candidates correctly identified the answer as primary. However, many candidates struggled to
correctly justify the choice, commonly focusing on information being direct from participants, which is
also true of secondary data.

Question 21 (a)

21 (a) Write an example of a closed question that could be used in your investigation.

M1

This was rarely answered correctly. Candidates must demonstrate the fixed choice nature of the
question to gain marks. Many candidates expressed a question that could equally have been interpreted
as an open question.
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Question 21 (b)

(b) Name a measure of central tendency you could use to analyse responses to this question.

.1

Candidates showed little knowledge of what central tendency meant.

Question 21 (c)

(c) Explain how you would use this measure of central tendency on your data.

121

There were very few mark worthy responses here. This is an area of the specification which may need
more focus from candidates.

OCR support

@ The following resource by OCR could help here: Student activity — Descriptive statistics.

Question 22 (a)

22 (a) Explain how you could obtain a self-selected sample for your investigation.

.12

Generally this was well answered, usually with good contextualisation.

26 © OCR 2023
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Question 22 (b)

(b) Explain how using a self-selected sample could affect the representativeness of your
investigation.

121

Stronger responses focused on the type of person that may volunteer or the limitation of the specific
workplace. These stronger responses were well contextualised. Weaker responses were general and
vague.

Question 23

23 Outline one way you would deal with an ethical issue that might be raised by your investigation.

. [2]

The majority of candidates were able to correctly select an appropriate ethical issue, but often struggled
to correctly contextualise to the context of the investigation.
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Question 24

24 Explain how you would check the external reliability of your questionnaire.

. [3]

This was often poorly answered. Weaker responses confused the concepts of validity and reliability.

28 © OCR 2023
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