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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 
(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 
If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 1 series overview 
J203/01 is one of two examination papers which follow the same structure in terms of sections, skills and 
patterns of questions. This paper focuses on the topics of Criminal Psychology, Development and 
Psychological Problems as well as assessing Research Methods through asking candidates to plan and 
design an investigation.  

To do well on this paper, candidates need to have a broad and detailed knowledge of the content, 
especially with reference to theories and studies. The ability to apply knowledge and understanding to 
novel sources and scenarios is also important for success. Lastly, candidates’ evaluation skills need to 
be evident and to be effective to achieve the higher marks on this paper.  

Candidates who did well on this paper were able to demonstrate the range of psychological skills 
assessed through this GCSE including mathematical ability. Candidates who did less well often showed 
limited knowledge of key ideas and found application of understanding a challenge. Their attempts to 
evaluate sometimes lacked focus or were vague. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 
generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 
generally:  

• provided a contextualised, well-structured and 
evaluative response to Question 18 

• demonstrated sound knowledge of 
correlational and mathematical concepts 

• showed clear understanding of the term 
prevalence. 

• gave general or vague responses to extended 
questions such as Questions 7, 17 and 18 

• demonstrated poor understanding of key 
evaluative concepts 

• gave responses that lacked contextualised 
focus throughout. 
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Section A overview 
Generally, knowledge of Daniel, Weinberger, Jones et al.’s study was sound. However, candidates were 
less successful at demonstrating clear knowledge of Stigma and Discrimination. Also it was clear that 
most candidates were unaware of the meaning of prevalence for Question 7. 

 

Question 1 (a) 

The majority of answers were correct here. 

 

Question 1 (b)  

Candidates generally answered correctly here. 
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Question 1 (c)  

The majority of candidates correctly identified the correct answer. 

 

Question 2 

Most candidates gained marks here, commonly focusing on small sample sizes. Contextualisation was 
generally good. 
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Question 3 

A good proportion of candidates correctly identified mark worthy evaluation points. However, less 
successful candidates struggled to expand the evaluation points out in context.  

 

Question 4 (a)  

The majority of candidates answered correctly. 

 

Question 4 (b)  

Some confusion was seen here with lack of motivation/feeling worthless. 
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Question 4 (c)  

There was some confusion here with letting his family down. 

 

Question 5 (a)  

 

Question 5 (b)  
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Question 5 (c)  
 

Question 5 (d)  

The vast majority of candidates answered parts (a – d) correctly. 

 

Question 6 

Candidates seemed unclear on the difference between stigma and discrimination. Candidates needed to 
clearly differentiate between the two usually facilitated by examples.  
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Question 7 

Responses were vague or unrelated to demands of the question in a majority of cases. Candidates need 
to be aware of specific statistics relating to the area, as well as have a firmer grasp of key vocabulary.  

OCR support 

 

Many candidates did not understand the meaning of ‘prevalence’. The following resource by 
OCR could help here: Guide to key concepts  

Exemplar 1 

Exemplar 1 gained full marks; the candidate has clearly identified a number of different mental health 
problems with appropriate associated statistics. 

https://teachcambridge.org/item/0709385d-ab12-4bc5-8780-ac024037e3ed
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Section B overview 
In this section the majority of candidates demonstrated good maths skills. However, it was clear that 
knowledge of Piaget was often confused with other theories or theorists. Greater depth and breadth of 
Piaget’s theory would be expected. Blakewell’s study was generally confused by candidates between 
study 1 and 2, however evaluation was on the whole done well. 

 

Question 8 (a)  

Most candidates gave the correct answer here. 

 

Question 8 (b)  

Most candidates gave the correct answer here. 
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Question 8 (c)  

There were a lot of incorrect answers to part (c), with assimilation or active learning being misidentified. 

 

Question 9 

Candidates struggled to correctly and clearly identify actual changes in adolescence, rather tending to be 
general identification of brain development from different stages of development or too vague or lacking 
detail.  
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Question 10 (a)  

This question was very well answered. Some candidates would benefit from presenting 
workings/answers with more clarity. 
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Question 10 (b)  

Generally this question was well answered, but candidates again would benefit from focusing on 
presenting the answers as requested (in this case as a %). 

 

Question 11 (a)  

 

Question 11 (b)  

These questions were answered correctly by the majority of candidates. 
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Question 12 

Most candidates successfully identified one key concept with development. However, two distinct ideas 
needed to be developed for 4 marks. Common misconceptions were discussing fixed and growth 
mindsets.  

 

Question 13 (a)  

Commonly weaker responses confused details from study 1 and 2 therefore losing marks. 
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Question 13 (b)  

Candidates generally answered well here, with contextualisation being the differentiator between full 
marks and 2/3 marks. 
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Section C overview 
Candidates showed good knowledge and understanding of the Criminal Psychology topic both through 
the short response questions and the one requiring an extended response. Candidates were less 
consistent in terms of evaluation skills which represented a range in the extended response. 
Neuropsychology remains challenging for a lot of candidates. 

 

Question 14 (a)  

The majority of responses were correct here. 

 

Question 14 (b)  

A clear divide between candidates that understood construct validity and therefore selected the correct 
response and those that did not. 
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Question 14 (c)  

Most candidates answered this question correctly. 

 

Question 15 

The majority of responses were correct. 
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Question 16 

The vast majority of candidates answered correctly, with occasional weakness in context. However, a 
proportion of candidates confused restorative justice with alternative punishments such as community 
service. 

 

Question 17 

There was a clear divide between candidates that had secure knowledge of neuroticism and 
neuropsychology and those who confused neuroticism with extroversion. 
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Exemplar 2 

This response clearly identifies the neuropsychological link to neuroticism and then applies it to the 
context of crime effectively achieving full marks. 

 

Question 18* 

A full range of responses were shown here. Stronger responses clearly described SLT in the context of 
crime and went on to evaluate in context well. More successful candidates picked nature based theories 
(such as biological explanations of schizophrenia) and contrasted with SLT well.  
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Exemplar 3 
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Exemplar 3 gained full marks. It clearly links SLT to crime, provides multiple accurate evaluation points 
and contrasts well with the biological explanation of schizophrenia. Evaluation is developed and the 
layout and discussion is logical and clear. 
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Section D overview 
Most candidates showed some ability to apply what they have learnt in Research Methods to plan their 
own investigation. Planning space seemed to be infrequently used and candidates should be 
encouraged to spend some time planning in context to improve their responses in this section. 

 

Question 19 

Too many responses focused on data strengths rather than actual strengths of questionnaires. 
Candidates need to be encouraged to read questions carefully to correctly respond to the demands of 
the question. 
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Question 20 (a)  

The vast majority of candidates answered correctly. 

 

Question 20 (b)  

Most candidates correctly identified the answer as primary. However, many candidates struggled to 
correctly justify the choice, commonly focusing on information being direct from participants, which is 
also true of secondary data. 

 

Question 21 (a)  

This was rarely answered correctly. Candidates must demonstrate the fixed choice nature of the 
question to gain marks. Many candidates expressed a question that could equally have been interpreted 
as an open question. 
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Question 21 (b)  

Candidates showed little knowledge of what central tendency meant. 

 

Question 21 (c)  

There were very few mark worthy responses here. This is an area of the specification which may need 
more focus from candidates.  

OCR support 

 
The following resource by OCR could help here: Student activity – Descriptive statistics. 

 

Question 22 (a)  

Generally this was well answered, usually with good contextualisation. 

https://teachcambridge.org/item/2d589ef1-f877-443d-96fc-95b99dd0f052
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Question 22 (b)  

Stronger responses focused on the type of person that may volunteer or the limitation of the specific 
workplace. These stronger responses were well contextualised. Weaker responses were general and 
vague. 

 

Question 23 

The majority of candidates were able to correctly select an appropriate ethical issue, but often struggled 
to correctly contextualise to the context of the investigation. 
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Question 24 

This was often poorly answered. Weaker responses confused the concepts of validity and reliability.  
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