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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

diff iculty and why the diff iculties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identif iable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it f irst. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)  

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 2 series overview 

Candidates appeared to be well prepared for this examination. 

More successful candidates managed their time effectively and answered all the questions, using the 

space allocated in the booklet for each question to pace their answers effectively. Many of the most 

successful candidates used only the answer booklet and did not require extra sheets.  

Some candidates did not attempt Questions 9 and 10. Running out of time seemed to be a particular 

issue for candidates who typed responses, who often struggled to follow the guidance of the dotted lines 

in the exam paper as to how much to write for each question. 

Successful responses, in order to gain the most marks in the space provided, would usually avoid 

lengthy introductions, instead launching straight into answering the question. They would also avoid 

discussing irrelevant areas of the theoretical framework.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• answered all the questions 

• addressed the question set, using the correct 
area(s) of the theoretical framework 

• used terminology effectively 

• showed sophisticated knowledge and 
understanding of the media forms, the set 
products and the theoretical framework, 
producing structured responses with nuanced 
judgements based on this understanding.  

 

• did not answer all the questions 

• did not address the specific focus of the 
question and/or discussed the wrong area of 
the framework (e.g. discussing target audience 
in Questions 3 and 5, media language instead 
of representation in Questions 3 and 4, or 
representation instead of media language in 
Question 5) 

• described the content of media products 

• showed vague knowledge and made 
inaccurate judgements about media products. 

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Teach making judgements and reaching conclusions throughout the course as a key 

evaluation skill and apply to a range of media texts and contexts.  
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Section A overview 

This section comprised of a mix of knowledge and understanding (AO1) and analysis (AO2) questions, 

including a comparative media language analysis of unseen products. The overwhelming majority of 

candidates attempted all these questions. 

 

Question 1 

Most candidates correctly answered ‘Ofcom’, with ‘IPSO’ the most common incorrect response. 

Candidates should be advised not to give more than one response to such 1 mark questions, as these 

are termed as contradictory responses (e.g. both correct and incorrect) by the mark scheme so receive 

zero marks.  

 

Question 2  

Most candidates could state at least one use and gratif ication. Those choosing ‘entertainment’ often 

found it harder to explain and exemplify. Most could show some knowledge of the Radio 1 Live Lounge 

but not all were specific in their example (e.g. naming an artist) or able to clearly link the example to the 

use and gratif ication they had explained. 
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Question 3 

This was often the most successfully answered question on the paper. 

The vast majority of candidates could discuss the use of stereotypes in their chosen videos, although far 

fewer could explain why music videos use stereotypes. Many successful responses discussed the 

inevitability of stereotyping in creating quick messaging, its usefulness in creating simple narratives, or 

the use of stereotypes to critique them to create a serious message. 

Less successful responses might simply narrate the videos, only cover one video, discuss target 

audience, or discuss representation with little or no explicit reference to stereotypes.  

Centres are reminded that there are changes to some of the set music videos for first teaching 

September 2023, first exams in 2025. Further information can be found in this subject update. 

 

Question 4 

This question was generally addressed well, as most responses did focus on gender representations 

with few discussing media language instead. Less successful responses tended towards description. 

There was much disagreement on Jimi Hendrix: many candidates thought he looked on the verge of 

tears and discussed his anti-stereotypical vulnerability, while some thought he looked stereotypically 

strong and dominant. 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/subject-updates/gcse-media-studies-664824/
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Question 5* 

Most responses did compare the media language used in the two extracts, although some repeated 

representation material from Question 4 which was not relevant. More successful responses often 

compared the two extracts throughout the response – comparing layout, then use of colour, then 

typography, for example – and made explicit judgements about difference or similarity in the overall style 

of media language. Less successful responses were more descriptive, less comparative, and often had 

no sense of the overall effect of the media language used (except perhaps in irrelevant terms such as 

appealing to different target audiences). Some minimal responses simply discussed the style of clothing 

worn by the main cover artists or were highly descriptive about the cover lines and/or images. 
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Exemplar 1  
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This response gains the full 10 marks for AO2 (1a) – analysis – as it explicitly addresses the style 

element of the question and analyses at least two detailed examples from each extract . It covers 

language register (albeit not entirely clearly), layout and use of colour saturation. There are no irrelevant 

references to audience or representation, instead the analysis is couched in terms of connotation.  

Although not perfect, this response is at the top end of the range of responses to an unseen analysis 

found in this exam. 

This response gains the full 5 marks for AO2 (1b) – judgements and conclusions – as it is a coherent 

and logically-structured argument that clearly answers the question and cites relevant evidence. 
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Section B overview 

This section comprises a mix of knowledge and understanding (AO1) and analysis (AO2) questions, 

including analysis of unseen extracts of tweets of articles from The Observer newspaper and Question 

10 on the influence of media contexts on changes between historical and presen t-day print editions of 

The Observer. The most successful candidates performed as well on this section as on section A, but 

less successful candidates often did not complete all the questions.  

Many of the least successful candidates did not identify The Observer as a newspaper, referring to it 

instead as a magazine. 

 

Question 6 

Most candidates could state one source of funding, such as advertising, donations, subscriptions, or 

paywalls (any source of international funding for any newspaper was allowed, including international 

sales of print newspapers). 

Candidates should be advised not to give more than one response to such 1 mark questions, as these 

are termed as contradictory responses (e.g. both correct and incorrect) by the mark scheme so receive 

zero marks.  

 

Question 7 

This question clearly differentiated those who understood the concept of active and passive aud iences 

from those who did not, with successful responses able to exemplify from the online Observer (even 

though many candidates erroneously thought that The Observer offered comments on ‘all articles’).  
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Question 8 

The vast majority of candidates could attempt a response to this question on applying semiotics, 

although very few used semiotic terminology. More successful responses covered the combination of 

word and image to create meaning. Less successful responses didn’t cover all these elements and were 

often very descriptive. Some responses strayed into representation analysis, which they repeated in 

Question 9. 

The tweet on women whisky distillers was most commonly and usually most successfully analysed. 

Candidates who attempted all three tweets seldom scored higher marks than those who analysed one in 

more depth. 

 

Question 9* 
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Candidates could analyse the representations in these tweets, with few exceptions, although the quality 

of analysis was variable. Those who clearly understood The Observer’s viewpoint and values were 

usually able to analyse the tweets and address the question more successfully. Some responses 

responded to the synoptic element of the question by referring to The Observer’s ultimate ownership by 

the Scott Trust and its insistence on liberal journalism or by linking The Observer’s values to those of its 

upmarket liberal audience. A number of otherwise excellent responses did not explicitly refer to contexts, 

as demanded. Top level responses did mention contexts, such as the significance of the Covid 

pandemic, changing attitudes to gender and multiculturalism. 

Some candidates misunderstood the tweet about racism in horticulture, with a number thinking that a 

wider point about environmentalism was being made. Others, who did follow the point of the tweet, 

argued that it went against The Observer’s values to have what they described as a white person  

discuss racism and complained that there were no ethnic minorities represented in the tweet . The tweets 

on women distillers and Covid in Southeast Asia were generally more accurately understood by all, 

although some were led by the word ‘poison’ to argue that The Observer was anti-alcohol and thought 

that coverage of Southeast Asia was designed to appeal to an audience in that region. Some candidates 

felt that what they considered to be the lack of hard news in these tweets meant that they were going 

against The Observer’s values. 

 

Misconception 

The reference to contexts in this question does not signal that the question requires discussion 
of contexts and newspapers in the 1960s. 

 

Misconception 

Some candidates erroneously stated that a key Observer value is to be politically impartial and 
unbiased. 

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates should practice analysing Observer articles as they may appear online from 

different sections of the newspaper.  
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Exemplar 2  
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To earn the full 10 marks for AO2 (1a) the response needs to analyse the representations in the tweets 

in terms of how they fit The Observer’s viewpoint and values and refer to media contexts. In addition, 

any other synoptic element is rewarded – this was most commonly a reference to media industries or 

audiences. This response – which earned the full 10 marks for AO2 (1a) – illustrates how to achieve this 

economically. It links analysis of the first two tweets to The Observer’s viewpoint on social issues, which 

are explicitly established as media contexts by phrases such as: ‘the newfound power of women in 

society’ and ‘prejudicial factors that are underlying in everyday society’. Similarly health issues are 

established as ‘a prevalent topic of the time’, although the section on the third tweet is weaker. The final 

paragraph succinctly answers the question while adding a media industries point which helps meet the 

question’s synoptic requirement. 

This strongly evidenced argument also earns the full 5 marks for  AO2 (1b). 

 

Question 10 

The requirement to cover both 1960s and 2020s Observer front pages adds a level of demand to the 

question than one that asked only for examples from the 1960s, so the mark scheme reflected this. The 

most successful responses covered two changes brought about by changing contexts with two examples 

from the 1960s and two from the 2020s. These examples could be less detailed than would be required 

had the question been about just the 1960s but still had to be specific.  

Most responses did not give specific examples from the 2020s but could explain two changes (more or 

less) explicitly linked to changing contexts with two examples from 1960s front pages followed by a 

generalised statement about contemporary front pages. 

Other less successful responses could describe changes in the newspaper front pages but with no 

reference to contexts and, in the weakest cases, no reference to specific examples. Some tried to use 

the tweets from Questions 8 and 9 as examples of the contemporary newspaper despite the fact that 

these were not front pages. 
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Exemplar 3  
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Exemplar 3 is a response that understands the influence of two contextual changes on the change in 

The Observer front pages between the 1960s and now, but can only give specific exemplification from 

the 1960s. The response reaches the top of the lower half of Level 3 (8 marks) as it does make some 

reference to coverage in the 2020s Observer. Had those references cited specific stories or people from 

the recent front pages they had studied, as the more successful responses did, then it could have 

achieved full marks. 
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