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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 2 series overview 

This report relates to Latin GCSE Prose Literature A (J282/02), which includes the Oxford Latin 

Anthology texts of Bravery and strategy in battle, Inspiration for the fight and Marital Conflict. 

These texts were clearly enjoyed by the candidates and the vast majority of candidates had a firm 

knowledge of the texts and were able to analyse the content and style of the Latin effectively. Most 

candidates also had a good understanding of the overarching themes of the set texts. In particular, the 

candidates seemed to enjoy the Tacitus text about Boudicca and her struggles against the Roman 

invaders. The candidates found the subject matter of the texts enjoyable to study and this was 

particularly seen in Question 8, the 10-mark overarching essay. The majority of candidates had clearly 

prepared well for the exam and had a thorough knowledge of the text and knew how to approach the 

different types of questions in the paper. Some candidates however, although they had a general grasp 

of the meaning of the text, lacked the detailed knowledge required in many of the questions, particularly 

the 4-mark and 8-mark textual analysis questions and the translation question. The minority of 

candidates also did not fully understand what was required for these questions, and accordingly dropped 

marks. Below is a short summary of what is expected of each of the types of questions found in the 

Prose Literature A examination paper. 

Short Comprehension questions: These questions are generally worth 1 or 2 marks. Candidates 

should look carefully at the Latin lemma in the question to make sure that they are giving their response 

from the correct section of the Latin. These questions only require a short response and the number of 

lines provided in the question paper should be sufficient for the candidate’s response. Some candidates 

wrote at far greater length than was necessary and this potentially impacted their timing of the longer 

questions. 

Empathetic questions: There are two of these questions in the paper. These questions required 

candidates to work out from the Latin, how a character in the text is feeling and then give a reason for 

their response. Candidates should make sure that their response is not vague in either part of the 

question. They should give a specific feeling or emotion and back this up with evidence from the text. 

4-mark analysis questions: There are two analysis questions worth 4 marks in the paper, one which 

includes a translation of the Latin and one which does not. When responding to the question which has 

the translation included, candidates should comment only on the style of the Latin. However, when 

responding to the question that does not have the translation, candidates can analyse both the style and 

content of the Latin. In both 4-mark questions, candidates must give a short, focused Latin quotation, 

make clear the meaning of the Latin, preferably by translating the quotation, and they must then explain 

how their chosen Latin quotation responds to the question. Some candidates commented on the content 

of Latin in the 4-mark question which has the translation, rather than the style of the Latin, which is 

required, and therefore achieved less marks. 

8-mark analysis question: There is one analysis question worth 8 marks in the paper, and this is 

probably the best differentiator of the paper. Candidates must analyse the passage of Latin, quoting the 

Latin, showing that they know the meaning of the Latin and explaining how the Latin quotation responds 

to the question, as they have to in the 4-mark questions. In order to score in Level 4 (7–8 marks), 

candidates must give at least two style points and to score in Level 3 (5–6 marks), they must give at 

least one style point. This means that if a candidate makes no style points at all in their response, their 

maximum score was 4 marks. This affected a minority of candidates who did not refer to the style of the 

Latin at all in their response. Some candidates also lost marks as they did not quote the Latin in some or 

all of their points. It states clearly in the question that candidates should refer to the Latin in their 

response. Candidates should aim to make five full points in this question to give them the greatest 

chance of scoring in the top level. These points should be detailed and should respond to the question 
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specifically, rather than being brief or vague. Although the quality of points is of the utmost importance, 

candidates who make five or more points are more likely to have covered the text in sufficient breadth. 

However the examiner is judging the response on both breadth and depth of points, so candidates who 

make fewer but more detailed points could potentially score in the highest level. 

10-mark overarching essay: There was one overarching essay question worth 10 marks. This question 

was generally well responded to and candidates seemed to have enjoyed showing the examiner the 

extent of their knowledge of the set texts. Candidates needed to avoid vague responses. They should 

give their own personal response in order to respond to the question. In this particular question, how 

much there is of interest to the reader in three texts, and they should then back up their point with a 

specific reference to the text. Latin quotations are not required. Candidates should aim to refer to at least 

some parts of the texts that are not referred to in the question paper. Some candidates clearly looked 

back over the paper and referred only to the passages given in previous questions, however these 

responses tend to be limited in scope. The candidate would have scored more highly if they referred 

more widely to different sections of the text. For the top Level (9–10 marks), candidates should aim to 

make at least six points. However the marking is about both breadth and depth of points, so candidates 

who make fewer but more detailed points could potentially score in the highest level. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• understood the Latin text well 

• referred to the Latin when asked to do so (in 
the questions worth 4- and 8-marks) 

• used the line references and Latin lemma 
given in the question for guidance 

• gave a range of style and content points in the 
8-mark question, including at least two style 
points 

• when identifying points of style, they explained 
fully the effect of the stylistic point 

• gave specific references to the text in the 10-
mark overarching essay question in order to 
avoid vague responses. 

• only had a vague understanding of the Latin 
and relied on limited knowledge of the stories 

• did not use the Latin lemma and line 
references in the questions for guidance 

• did not refer to the style of the Latin in the 
questions worth 4- and 8-marks  

• omitted words in the translation question. 
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Question 1 (a) 

The majority of candidates gave a correct response to this question. A few candidates did not read the 

Latin lemma and tried answering from their general understanding of the story. The response to the 

question will be found in the Latin lemma. 

 

Question 1 (b) 

The majority of candidates gave a correct response to this question, although a number of candidates 

gave the incorrect Latin word with the correct English translation ‘spear’.  
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Question 1 (c) 

The majority of candidates gave a correct response to this question. Some candidates did not refer to 

‘shields’ when referring to the troops protecting the body. This partial response did not achieve marks. 

Some candidates did not know what the troops were protecting and lost the mark if they wrote ‘they 

protected them’ or ‘they protected Pullo.’ Care and attention must be given to these shorter responses, 

as a small error may result in not gaining full marks. 

 

Question 2 
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The majority of candidates responded well to this question. The question without the English translation, 

allows both content and style responses, so there was a wide range of available responses. For content 

points, candidates needed to think about what the author has written, and for the style points, they 

should think about how the author has expressed their point. To gain full marks on this question, 

candidates needed to include in their response a Latin quotation, show that they know the meaning of 

the Latin and an analysis of either the style or content of the Latin that responds to the question. 

Candidates must be careful with their translation of their Latin quotations. Several candidates incorrectly 

translated the comparatives gravior and asperior and the superlative adverb maxime. In the set texts 

which have been prepared by candidates, high levels of accuracy were expected when translating the 

Latin.  

Misconception 

 

In the question worth 4-marks that does not include a translation, candidates can refer to both 

the content and style of the Latin in their response. Some candidates struggled to give style 

points on this question, and it may have been easier if they attempted to give content points. 

That is always an option in this type of 4-mark question. There were a number of very 

straightforward content points available in this question. 

Exemplar 1 
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In Exemplar 1, the candidate has made two good points gaining full marks. In this 4-mark question, both 

style and content points are allowed and the candidate has given one of each. The first mark is a style 

point concerning the use of the comparatives. The second mark is a content point referring to the large 

number of soldiers that have been worn out with wounds. There is a slight mistranslation in the second 

point as the candidate has not translated confecta, but the overall standard of the response means the 

candidate scored full marks for this question. In both examples the candidate has provided a Latin 

quotation which has been translated into English, and they have then explained how the Latin quotation 

responds to the question. Note that the explanation can be short and to the point. 

 

Question 3 (a) 

The majority of candidates responded well to this question. 

 

Question 3 (b) 

Two potential responses were available for this question, and the majority of candidates picked one of 

them correctly. Candidates should give all relevant information when responding to the question. For 

example, candidates needed to refer to ‘the tower’ when stating that the spear was stuck. Some 

candidates merely stated that the spear ‘got stuck’ which was not sufficient for the mark. Candidates 

should avoid guessing what may or may not be in the mark scheme. It is better to give all the relevant 

information in the Latin lemma to make sure that no detail is omitted. 
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Question 3 (c) 

The majority of candidates responded well to this question, however, there were candidates who omitted 

some of the details, and lost marks. Several candidates thought that the message was taken to Caesar, 

rather than Cicero. 

 

Question 3 (d) 

Candidates found this empathetic question the more difficult of the two in this paper. A wide range of 

responses were accepted, and the majority of candidates referred to the joy of the soldiers. Some 

candidates omitted to mention about the message getting through to Cicero. 
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Question 4* 

The majority of candidates responded well to this question. The passage, on Boudicca’s speech, is 

dramatic and memorable and candidates clearly enjoyed the drama of the situation, but candidates must 

make sure that they do not rely on a vague knowledge of the story. Candidates must give a relevant 

quotation, show that they know the meaning of the Latin and analyse the content or style of the Latin in 

order to respond to the question. Many candidates responded with enthusiasm and in depth, with an 

impressive range of points. Some candidates gave a general commentary on the Latin and did not link 

their responses to the question. Candidates should make sure that every point they make is relevant to 

the question. 

Assessment for learning 

 

Both style and content points are permissible in the 8-mark question, but in order to score in 

the top Level (7–8 marks), at least two style points must be made. Candidates must also 

make sure that for each point they make, they include a Latin quotation and show the 

examiner that they know the meaning of the Latin.  

 

8-mark analysis question 

Candidates should aim to make at least five points in order to achieve sufficient breath to their 

response. This question is often the best differentiator of the paper, so candidates should give 

themselves sufficient time to complete the question effectively.  
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Exemplar 2 

In this extract, the candidate has made two points. Both points gain full credit as they include a relevant 

Latin quotation, the translation and an explanation as to why their response is relevant to the question. 

The first point made by the candidate is a style point, referring to Tacitus’ use of two similar words 

(strepitum and clamorem) to emphasise how overwhelmed the Roman will be. The candidate makes a 

second point from the initial quotation making a content point about the use of tot and the use of the 

words impetus and manus which balance nicely with strepitum and clamorem. This is only part of the 

candidate’s response, but the candidate achieved full marks for this question.  
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Question 5 

The majority of candidates responded well to this translation question, but a number of candidates had 

not prepared the text sufficiently and omitted part or all of the translation question. The commonest 

errors were the omission of words or phrases, e.g. cessuros statim. The following phrases/words were 

also often mistranslated: toties fusi and proelia profligarent. The translation question clearly showed 

which candidates had a firm grasp of the meaning of the Latin.  
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Question 6 

The question which includes the translation, requires comment on the style of the Latin. Candidates who 

included content points only received partial marks for a relevant Latin quotation and translation. 

Candidates should be aware that although the translation is given in the question, they still need to 

correctly translate their Latin quotation. Some candidates gave a translation that was longer or shorter 

than their Latin quotation, thus not matching it up with the Latin. Marks were lost for this. Candidates 

should aim to make their Latin quotation short and to the point. Quotations that were overly long and not 

focused on the point being made did not gain marks. This question did show that some candidates were 

under prepared and their knowledge of Latin style and stylistic devices was insufficient. The most 

common responses included reference to the precise number of casualties and a comparison of the 

casualty figures of both sides, and the reference to the short sentence referring to Boudicca’s death by 

poison. 
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Misconception 

 

In the question worth 4 marks that includes a translation, only style points get full marks. 

Candidates who include content points can only score a maximum of 1 mark out of 2 marks 

for each point, if they give a correctly translated and relevant quotation. 

Exemplar 3 

In Exemplar 3, the candidate has made two points. The first point refers to the use of statistics and 

numbers in Tacitus’ description of the defeat of the Britons. This is a style point included in the mark 

scheme and so gets 2 marks. The point includes reference to the Latin, a translation and an explanation 

as to how the quotation responses to the question. 

In the second point, the candidate has made a relevant point about Tacitus referring to the Romans’ 

victory as being famous and equal to the victories of old. However, as it stands this is a purely content 

point and only style points are admissible in this question. The quotation is relevant, and is listed in the 

mark scheme, and so it scores 1 mark out of 2 marks, but in order to score full marks for this point, the 

candidate would need to refer to a comparison being made or the promotion of clara. 
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Question 7 (a) 

The majority of candidates responded well to this question, however, some candidates did not know 

exactly where this passage came in Cicero’s letter and this led to some confusion as to what was 

happening here. 

 

Question 7 (b) 

The majority of candidates responded well to this question. 

 

Question 7 (c) 

The majority of candidates responded well to this question. 
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Question 7 (d) 

The majority of candidates responded well to this question. Two alternative responses were available for 

candidates and most candidates were able to pick one correctly. 

 

Question 8* 

Generally candidates responded well to the 10-mark overarching question. The majority of candidates 

had an excellent knowledge of all three set texts and clearly enjoyed writing their responses. Some 

candidates’ responses were too vague and did not refer to a specific part of the text. Latin quotations are 

not required for this question. Some candidates wrote very long responses indeed, and often these 

responses repeated points that had already been made. The best responses were carefully planned and 

the candidate’s personal response was backed up by a detailed reference to the text. The question 

required reference to all three authors, Caesar, Tacitus and Cicero. A small number of candidates only 

referred to two authors and they were limited to a maximum of 8 out of 10 marks. All candidates referred 

to at least two of the authors. 

10-mark overarching question 

For each point, candidates should give their personal response to the question. In this case how do the 
authors maintain the interest of the reader. Each of these points should be backed up by a detailed 
reference to the text. Candidates should aim to make at least six points in order to achieve sufficient 
breath in their response. 
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Copyright information 

Questions 1-8: Permission to reproduce all copyright material has been applied for. In some cases, 

efforts to contact copyright-holders have been unsuccessful and OCR will be happy to rectify any 

omissions of acknowledgements in future papers if notified. 
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