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Introduction
These candidate exemplars have been chosen from the Summer 2023 examination series. 

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all responses are considered on their merits. These 
exemplars should not be seen as the only way to answer questions; they have been chosen because they 
show how the mark scheme has been applied. 

Please always refer to the specification for full details of the assessment for this qualification. You may find 
it useful to read these exemplar responses alongside the appropriate assessment materials (for example 
question paper, mark scheme and examiners’/moderators’ report).

It is important to note that approaches to question setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time, we review all our qualifications annually and may make small adjustments to improve the performance 
of our assessments. We will let you know of any substantive changes.

Would you prefer a Word version? 
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional? 

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 8 marks

This exemplar continues on the next page.

Commentary
Question 2 requires candidates to create their own structured account, selecting, organising and 
communicating their knowledge and understanding. This should be organised around second order 
concepts. Candidates typically write at least two paragraphs which are organised around a second order 
concept such as cause, consequence, change or significance. These paragraphs can have a separate 
second order concept within each paragraph or can have the same second order concept in each paragraph 
to frame their response around. Candidates need to fully explain their second order concept, for example 
‘cause’, using specific contextual knowledge.

This is an example of a high-level response, where the candidate provides an analysis of health in medieval 
monasteries by examining the reasons for their high standard of health and the impact of features on health 
(causation and consequence).

This first paragraph begins by identifying a specific feature of monasteries (latrines over the river), which is 
given Level 1. The response then goes on to explain how the placement of the latrines and the method of 
waste disposal had a positive impact on health. This moves the response to Level 2. 
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Commentary
This final paragraph is a threshold example of a Level 3 section. The candidate identifies the feature of 
infirmaries (although calls them ‘hospitals’) and their impact, i.e. the layout of the monastery meant that their 
separation prevented the spread of disease. This is quite brief but just enough for Level 3. 

Only two responses are needed for Level 3, so this candidate would have reached 9 marks, had they stuck 
to their original two paragraphs and added a bit more detail to each one.

Commentary
In this next paragraph, the candidate examines the root cause of good health in monasteries (their wealth), 
and explains the impact of this, i.e. they could afford to pipe water in. This is enough to move the response 
into Level 3, although it could be improved by being a bit more specific about the water supply, e.g. they 
could afford the cost of laying pipes over long distances (rather than simply saying ‘piped water  
from streams’). 
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Commentary
This final paragraph is also slightly unclear and vague. They say that monasteries had ‘a sewage system’, 
which is accurate enough for Level 1, but (unlike the previous exemplar), they do not explain what the 
system was or how it affected health.

The response therefore stays in Level 2 and is given 4 marks. 

Commentary
This next section was given Level 1 for some description. It is not specific enough to a medieval monastery 
to be given Level 3 for a further, precise example. The second sentence is also a bit muddled and unclear.

Exemplar 2 4 marks

Commentary
This is a threshold Level 2 paragraph. The candidate has organised their answer around causation/
consequence. They say that one reason health was good in monasteries was because of the fresh, piped 
water, which was less likely to cause disease. This just meets the criteria for Level 2 but is very brief. 
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Question 3
3 Why did national and local governments find it difficult to deal with public health issues in the 

early modern period (1500–1750)?

 Explain your answer. [10]

Exemplar 1 10 marks

Commentary
The response begins with a general assertion about why governments found it difficult (‘because of beliefs 
and attitudes’) which places it in Level 1 at this point. However, the candidate soon makes it clear that they 
mean beliefs about the causes of disease (Level 2), and they give some specific detail about this (the belief 
in miasma), moving the response into Level 3. The final part of the paragraph says how all this answers the 
question – governments couldn’t deal effectively with public health issues because of incorrect ideas. This 
takes the response into Level 4.

Commentary
Taken as a whole, the second paragraph identifies lack of centralised control/enforcement as a reason why 
governments found it difficult to deal with public health issues such as the Gin Craze. This is supported by 
detail about the black market/no harsh punishments. This means the response moves into Level 5 and is 
given the full 10 marks.

This exemplar continues on the next page.
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Exemplar 2 5 marks

Commentary
The response was not given any marks to begin with, as ‘because the people were very chaotic’ is 
unclear and not valid. However, by the end of this section, the candidate has identified a valid reason why 
governments found it difficult to deal with public health issues – people didn’t know what caused illness. This 
places the response into Level 2.

Commentary
The candidate then goes on to give some detail about their reason, i.e. people believed in the miasma 
theory. This moves the response up into Level 3 and it was given 5 marks. 

In order to move this response into Level 4, the candidate would need to use what they have presented to 
address the question – why did this make it difficult for governments to deal with public health issues? For 
example, they might say that having incorrect beliefs led to governments taking actions which did not work, 
so they were unable to prevent the spread of diseases such as plague. 
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Question 4
4* How far were improvements in public health in the 1800s brought about by improved scientific 

understanding about disease?

 Give reasons for your answer. [18]

Exemplar 1 14 marks

Commentary
To reach the top of the mark scheme, candidates need a balanced argument (agree and disagree with the 
statement), two valid explained points on each side OR three on one side and one on the other, plus a 
clinching argument.  

The first section of this candidate’s response begins with some description of public health improvement 
(Bazalgette’s sewers), which is placed in Level 2. However, by the end, they have explained how this 
challenges the statement, because they argue that actually the sewers were built as a response to The 
Great Stink, rather than improved scientific understanding about disease. They offer some – brief – detail 
about what that was, and identify how it led to the building of the sewers. This takes the response into Level 
3 for their first explained point.

This exemplar continues on the next page.



10 © OCR 2023

Exemplar candidate workGCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project) - J411/12 - Summer 2023

Commentary
In their next section, the candidate identifies another reason for public health improvement – the end of 
laissez-faire attitudes as a result of working-class men gaining the vote – which further challenges the 
statement. This is given Level 2. However, unlike in their previous paragraph, the candidate does not go on 
to identify a tangible public health improvement which occurred as a result, so this cannot be given Level 4 
for a second explained point.  

This exemplar continues on the next page.
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Commentary
This is a threshold example of an explained point. The candidate identifies a reason to support the 
statement – the work of Louis Pasteur – as well as a public health improvement (the 1866 Sanitary Act) 
which occurred as a result. To make this section stronger, more detail could be given about the work/
experiments of Pasteur, as only the briefest amount is offered. Additionally, although the Sanitary Act 
allowed the formation of drainage districts and enabled the provision of better house drainage, it didn’t 
say anything about water supply or street cleaning, so knowledge could be tighter here. Nevertheless, this 
moves the response into Level 4. 

This exemplar continues on the next page.
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Commentary
This final section takes the response into Level 5. The candidate identifies the end of laissez-faire and links 
this factor to the 1875 Public Health Act. The use of words such as ‘strict’, ‘made’ and ‘enforced’ is enough 
to link the Act to the end of a laissez-faire attitude for Level 5 (this is also a continuation of their earlier point 
which did not quite make it beyond Level 2 because they had no specific example). 

The response was therefore placed in Level 5 and given 14 marks. For Level 6, a fourth, fully-explained 
point is required (which could have been achieved by linking the working-class vote to a tangible outcome/
improvement). 
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Exemplar 2 8 marks

Commentary
The candidate begins with an accurate identification of a reason for public health improvement in the 
period – the loss of laissez-faire attitudes. This is given Level 2 only, as it is not developed beyond that. 
However, they then gain Level 2 again for the identification of another reason – The Great Stink. This 
time, they do develop this point by briefly describing what that was and going on to explain how it led to a 
tangible improvement – the building of Bazalgette’s sewers. This places the response in Level 3, despite the 
inaccuracies here.

Commentary
This part of the answer was given Level 2 for a description of Pasteur’s work. However, it did not move  
into Level 4 because the candidate does not identify a specific improvement which happened as a result  
of this factor. 

This exemplar continues on the next page.
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Commentary
This section was also given Level 2 for a description of the work of John Snow. As the candidate themselves 
actually acknowledges, Snow’s investigations into the causes of cholera cannot be argued to have had an 
impact of the government’s decisions to bring about public health reform. Therefore, this could not be given 
beyond Level 2.

Commentary
This final paragraph does not address the question of why there were improvements in public health in the 
1800s. Instead, it veers off to answer a different question about whether or not there were improvements. 
No further marks can be given. 

The response was therefore placed in Level 3 for the first paragraph and given 8 marks. To move into Level 
4, a second, valid and fully-explained point is needed.
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Question 5
5* ‘Responses to epidemics between 1900 and 2000 were not effective.’

 How far do you agree?

 Give reasons for your answer. [18]

Exemplar 1 12 marks

Commentary
In this initial section of the response, the candidate identifies the epidemic of the Spanish Flu, which is given 
Level 1. The next part briefly describes one local response – Dr. Niven’s advice in Manchester leading to 
the council closing schools (he didn’t shut theatres). They then answer the question by offering some further 
evidence, i.e. this was an effective response because the death rate in Manchester was lower than in other 
cities. This takes the response into Level 3. 

This exemplar continues on the next page.
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Commentary
The next section stays with the Spanish Flu but examines the opposite side of the argument. The candidate 
identifies a government response – the production of the ‘Dr. Wise’ public information film – and gives some 
detail about it. This is given Level 2. They then explain why this was not an effective response (it was only 
produced late in the second wave so had a limited effect), which moves the response up into Level 4.

This exemplar continues on the next page.
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Commentary
Next, the candidate moves on to examining responses to HIV/AIDS. The candidate identifies the prejudice 
against certain groups during the start of the epidemic but this is given Level 2 only, as the candidate only 
asserts ‘there was not much of a response’, instead of identifying a response and explaining why it was/was 
not effective. 

Commentary
This final section also stays in Level 2 because the candidate lists responses but does not explain why 
these were effective.

So, the response ends up in Level 4 and is given 12 marks for two, well-explained and supported points. A 
third would be needed for Level 5. 
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