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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate responses is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional? 

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 9 series overview 

This paper examines the thematic study of Power: Monarchy and Democracy in Britain, c.1000 to 2014. 

It requires candidates to display their understanding of change and continuity across a broad sweep of 

British history, including a significant event. Knowledge is assessed through four questions asking for 

recall, causation, significance and analysis of an issue over two eras identified in the specification.  

The examination focuses on Assessment Objectives 1 and 2; demonstrating knowledge and 

understanding as well as explaining and analysing historical events. 

In order to perform well on the British thematic study, candidates needed to apply their knowledge and 

understanding to identify and explain the impact of power on Britain. This includes an extended essay 

that requires the use of examples from across two of the three periods of study. Successful candidates 

responded well to the challenges the paper presented and had a secure grasp of the chronology. 

Candidates’ learning is examined through questions asking for recall, study of impact, significance, and 

analysis of an issue over two periods. 

Candidates’ responses spanned a wide range of ability, they demonstrated an understanding of the 

‘broad sweep’ of this specification. Marks were given across the entire mark range for all four questions. 

In Question 1, most candidates were able to identify one of more relevant powers of Anglo-Saxon kings, 

but additional knowledge required to obtain development marks was less frequently seen. 

In Question 2, many candidates were able to go beyond describing reasons for the Civil Wars (using 

AO1) and constructed explanations linking back to the issue of causation (using AO2).  

Many candidates found Question 3 challenging, and a number of highly generalised answers about trade 

unions were seen, with some candidates writing about how trade improved, which was a clear 

misconception. Those candidates who possessed detailed knowledge of either the Labour Party or trade 

unions in this period were frequently able to explain these as a change (for Level 3) and the most able 

succeeded in assessing their significance (for Level 4). 

Question 4 saw a wide range of strong answers from candidates, who were able to use valid examples 

to both support and challenge the statement in the question.  

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• showed a clear understanding of the command 
words and of the demands of the different 
question types 

• selected and used specific information about 
the key areas covered in the questions 

• selected their examples to match the demands 
of the questions carefully 

• managed their time effectively to make sure 
their responses covered each question with an 
appropriate level of depth. 

• omitted one or more questions from their 
responses  

• offered material that was of dubious relevance 
to the questions set 

• offered entirely narrative or evidence-based 
responses to Questions 2, 3 and 4 without 
analysing the issue raised in the question. 
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Question 1 

Candidates who answered this question well, tended to offer two valid powers Anglo-Saxon kings 

possessed, each followed by a statement exemplifying or developing that power. Full credit was also 

given for candidates who identified four powers. Most commonly, responses focused on the power to 

raise armies, control taxation and distribute land. Candidates who could offer some exemplification of 

these powers (for example a reference to drawing on the population of the ‘hundreds’ to raise an army) 

were awarded a development mark. 

Candidates’ responses covered the full range of marks and the vast majority answered concisely, in the 

spirit of the question. 

Misconception 

 

Some candidates wrote about kings outside the Anglo-Saxon period – most commonly 

William I – and material like this was not credited. Centres are advised to make sure that 

candidates are familiar with terms like ‘Anglo-Saxon’ and ‘Tudor’ as identified on the 

specification. 

 

Question 2  

This question drew on candidates’ understanding of a significant portion of the second Key Topic of the 

specification. It required candidates to identify reasons for the breakdown in relations between Charles 

and Parliament and analyse their role in the outbreak of civil war. Candidates who could accurately 

identify those reasons (beyond general commentary) were credited in Level 2, with greater marks given 

to candidates who could fully explain one (Level 3) or more (Level 4) reasons. 

As with Question 1, a wide range of responses were seen that covered the entirety of the mark range of 

the question. It was impressive to see so many strong responses that used events such as the Grand 

Remonstrance with confidence. Candidates who were able to analyse the tension caused by the material 

they deployed were credited as explaining. Some candidates wrongly believed that Charles was Catholic 

and others were insecure about the nature of ‘ship money’, but frequently in these responses there was 

sufficient accurate material to credit candidates elsewhere.  Other misconceptions included reference to 

material relevant to John or James II rather than Charles, and candidates who offered a narrative of the 

Civil Wars rather than exploring causation could not be credited beyond Level 1. 
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Exemplar 1 

This extract from a candidate’s answer is a good example of the ‘process’ of constructing an explanation, 

though the level of knowledge the candidate uses to support their identified point is highly extensive and 

such detail is unnecessary. The candidate identifies Charles’ actions as a reason for the Civil Wars, 

provides several instances of these as sources of tension, and then returns to the proposition in the 

question to show how these made the Civil Wars ‘inevitable’ following Charles’ rejection of the Grand 

Remonstrance. This part of the candidate’s answer was awarded Level 3, 6 marks. 
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Assessment for learning 

 

Questions 2, 3 and 4 all require some level of explanation. Responses should use an 

analytical link back to the proposition in the question. By using some of the language from the 

question, responses are more focused and offer better explanation. 

 

Question 3  

As with previous years, this question required candidates to assess the impact of an event, individual or 

group. Candidates who were able to explain why mass Trade Unions and the Labour Party caused 

changes were credited in Level 3, with those who could then assess the significance of that change 

being awarded in Level 4. Most commonly, candidates attempted to assess the significance of the 

Labour Party as a turning point, either based around working class representation or legislation like 

National Insurance, although some of these fell short of a specific analysis of significance.  

Alternatively, candidates were able to argue that the subject of the question had limited impact and so 

was not significant. This was more commonly attempted for mass Trade Unions, for example connected 

to the Taff Vale judgement, and was a valid route to gaining marks in Levels 3 and 4. 

Some candidates went beyond the period to explain long term significance, and this was credited 

providing the response had initially been rooted in the period specified in the question. 

In some cases, responses were too generalised and hard to pin down to specific issues between 1880 

and 1914 to credit beyond Level 1; for example candidates who described a trade union but did not 

make this relevant to the period of the question. Other common mistakes included a belief that the 

Labour Party formed a government in this period, that the Labour Party and the women’s suffrage 

movement were the same, and that rotten boroughs were abolished in this period.  
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Exemplar 2 



GCSE (9-1) History A (Explaining the Modern World)  - J410/09 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 

 9 © OCR 2023 

This candidate’s response is a good example of operation in both Levels 3 and 4. The first part of the 

response establishes an explanation of change based on the pressure placed on existing parties to 

introduce reform (credited in Level 3), followed by a substantiated comment on the significance of this 

change based on arguing that the Parliament Act was a turning point (credited in Level 4).  

 

Question 4*  

 

Question 4 requires candidates to consider a statement across two of the three study periods and offer 

explained examples of how the statement could be both supported and challenged. Three explained 

examples covering both sides of the argument and both time periods gives access to the higher marks in 

Level 4. 

Most candidates showed sound understanding of the demands of the question in terms of arguing both 

for and against the statement as well as ensuring that examples were taken from different time periods.  

Successful candidates were able to use valid examples across the two periods identified in the question 

to make valid judgements about the relative power of the monarch. Before the 1258 Provisions of 

Oxford, any valid assessment of the power of the monarch was credited as a valid explanation but after 

that credit in Level 3 and higher was only given if there was a sense that the monarch’s power was being 

assessed against that of Parliament (or vice versa). This assessment of relative power was the route to 

Level 3 and higher, and many candidates were successful in doing so. 

A wide range of examples were used by candidates reflecting a range of approaches taken by centres, 

and all valid material was credited. Commonly, candidates used material drawn from William I to show 

the power of the monarchy at that time, and for John and the Glorious Revolution to show the increasing 

limitations placed on the monarchy. Candidates could, and did, make reference to Charles I to support or 

challenge the statement in the question. Some candidates attempted to use Tudor monarchs (typically 

Henry VII and Elizabeth) to argue that the monarch retained power when compared to Parliament, and if 

supported by relevant evidence, this was credited.  
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Exemplar 3 

This paragraph from a candidate’s answer demonstrates an effective technique for constructing an 

explanation within Question 4. The candidate identifies the Provisions of Oxford as an event that saw the 

lessening of monarchical power in relation to Parliament, provides supporting detail of what the 

Provisions entailed, and several lines from the bottom of the paragraph makes a valid assessment of the 

declining power of the monarchy. On its own, this part of the answer was credited in Level 3 (one 

explanation). 
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