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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper 3 series overview

This paper constitutes the final componentof the J270 GCSE in Citizenship Studies and comprises of a
mixture of short and longer response questions. As in previous series, the majority of candidates
attempted most or all of the questions on the paper. Overall, there were fewer questions omitted than in
2022 and the mean score on the paper increased slightly suggesting candidates were well prepared
despite the disruptions to their learning over the past few years.

The majority of candidates attempted the longer questions (Question 2(e), Question 3(b) and Question
4(b)) recognising that these comprise over half of the total marks on the paper. These questions also
allowed more successful candidates to demonstrate their advocacy and their ability to evaluate a
viewpoint, showing a clear understanding of different factors that inform citizenship debates.

Again this year, certain elements of the specification for this paper were answered more successfully
than others. Candidates were well prepared for Section A with a clear understanding of the age of key
rights and responsibilities beyond those provided in the sources. As with previous series this section was
the one most candidates answered in full, with fewer questions omitted. Section B focused on the topic
of regional divides and development through the lens of the levelling up agenda. This section saw a
variety of responses that called upon their own understanding of regional inequality and the causes and
potential solutions to this. There was a clear understanding of the concept of community cohesion,
though the concept of national identity was less secure for many. Candidates engaged well with Section
C and Section D that explored migration from outside the EU and the UK and international organisations
respectively and could pull on a wide range of relevant and interesting examples from their studies to
support their answers. The better responses to the final ‘essay’ question had been planned and there
was evidence of key points being identified and organised before writing the final response.

One final point of note this year was a deterioration in handwriting among a smaller number of
candidates that made some of their responses very difficultto read. Under the pressure of examinations
some candidates clearly rushed their writing and while every attempt was made to read all responses,
some were very difficult to decipher.

Candidates who did well on this paper Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally:

generally:

had prepared fully for the examination and
were familiar with the style of questions

read the questions carefully and ensured they
responded to the full wording of the question

used the response guidance that can be found
in bullet points above the answer space on the

paper
gave examples to support their arguments and

answers, demonstrating greater understanding
of the complexities of key issues

allocated their time appropriately and were
able to attempt all questions.

had not read the question carefully and as
such did not always provide a response that
utilised information from the sources provided

gave general and limited responses that failed
to respond fully to the questions

omitted questions or had clearly run out of time
on the final question

gave repetitive answers on short response
questions, for example rewording but
effectively repeating points especially on
Question 1(c), Question 1(d), and Question
2(c).
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Section A overview

In this section candidates were required to engage with two sources and their own knowledge to respond
to four short response questions on the topic of rights and responsibilities within the legal and voting
systems.

Question 1 (a)
1 Study Fig. 1.1 and Table 1.2 and answer questions 1(a)-1(c).
Fig. 1.1

The minimum ages of criminal responsibility around the world in January 2022.

15 16
14
12
10
Australia Canada, Italy, Iceland, Portugal
Israel, Japan, Norway,
Scotland Spain Sweden
Table 1.2

Legal rights and responsibilities of young people in England and Wales

Legal rights and responsibilities Age
A person can be held legally responsible for any criminal actions | 10
A person can get a part-time job | 13
A person can leave home | 16
A person can learn to drive 17
A person can join the armed forces without parental consent 18
A person can marry | 18
A person can vote in a parliamentary election 18
A person can buy and drink alcohol 18
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GCSE (9-1) Citizenship Studies - J270/03 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

(a) Apart from those in Table 1.2, state one other legal right a young person in England and
Wales gains at the age of 18.

The majority of candidates were able to answer this correctly though some had clearly not read the
instruction to ‘state one other’ legal right and had taken their answer from the table. Common mistakes
were the right to drive, or to marry without parental consent.

‘ Assessment for learning

Change in the law 2023

The Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Act 2022 came into force on 27t February
2023, meaning that no one can marry or enter into a civil partnership under the age of 18,
even with parental support. While this is a relatively new change, centres should be aware of
this for future series.

Question 1 (b)

(b) State one piece of evidence from Fig. 1.1 or Table 1.2 which shows that the age of criminal
responsibility is not the same throughout the United Kingdom (UK).

The majority of candidates successfully answered this question. Incorrect responses often referred to
other countries such as Portugal as a comparison rather than the UK nations.
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Question 1 (c)

(c) Using evidence from Fig. 1.1 and Table 1.2, state four reasons why people in England and
Wales might want the age of criminal responsibility raised from ten years old.

The majority of candidates were able to gain some marks on this question. Common incorrect answers
focused on the damage done to young people by being sent to prison at ten years old, or the likelihood
of young people being coerced into crime by adults rather than utilising the evidence in the sources to
support their response.
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Question 1 (d)

" Young people should be able to vote in all English and Welsh elections once they are }

16 years old.
\_ y

(d) State four different points that could be used to support the viewpoint above.

The majority of candidates scored some marks on this question that required them to use their own
knowledge rather than relying on the evidence provided. Candidates had read the question carefully and
responses consistently supported the viewpoint. There were some very sophisticated points made here
and successful candidates who scored full marks were able to use the evidence from the sources to
support their points about maturity and suitability for voting. The best responses included references to
being old enough to leave home and being mature enough to vote or working and paying taxes and
therefore deserving of a vote to have a say in how this money is spent. Contrasts with Scotland were
also common.

Responses that focused on simple points such as ‘you can leave school’ that did not make a clear link
between the fact and being eligible for voting, or ‘because some 16 year olds are as mature as 18 year
olds’ were not specific enough and so did not gain marks.
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Section B overview

This section looks at regional wealth inequality within the UK, and the impact of this on national identity
and community cohesion. The shorter questions required candidates to consult the sources and interpret
these correctly, while the longer responses gave candidates the opportunity to respond to viewpoints
and demonstrate skills of argument and advocacy.

Question 2 (a)

2 Study Source 2.1 and Source 2.2 and answer questions 2(a)-2(c).
Source 2.1
The Conservative Government’s plans to level up communities
There are great differences in wealth between regions in England. In the 2019 general election,
the Conservative Party won many seats in poor areas. It says it will “level up” the wealth of
these areas to equal that of the wealthiest. The Conservative Government has created a fund of
£4.7 billion for spending money on transport, rebuilding or cultural improvements. This policy has
been criticised by Labour-supporting newspapers such as the Guardian.

Source 2.2

“Levelling up: some wealthy areas to see 10 times more funding than poorest”

The Communities’ Secretary will announce new policies to end what the Prime Minister has
called the “outrage” of regions being unequal. But some of England’s most deprived areas
have had far less support from the Levelling Up Fund than some of the richest local authorities.
The Health Secretary’s constituency had been given £148 per person although it is one of the
wealthiest areas in England; however, eight of the poorest local authorities in England have
received less than £10 per person so far.

One researcher said: “The fact that some of the most deprived local authorities have received
no money yet is not acceptable. It will only widen the UK’s existing regional divides.”

Adapted from an article in the Guardian 2 Feb 2022

(a) Using Source 2.1, state one example of how spending money in the ways mentioned would
increase the wealth of a region.

While candidates could generally identify from the source how the money was to be spent, the majority
of candidates found it difficult to link this to ways this could increase the wealth of a region. Common
correct responses focused on improved transport bringing businesses to the area making it easier for
people to travel to jobs or how improving cultural investment brings in visitors and a potential increase in
tourists.
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Question 2 (b)

(b) State one reason why the claims about levelling up in Source 2.2 might not be trustworthy.

The majority of candidates missed the point of this question and could not identify the potential for bias
based on the publication. Some candidates wrote ‘it is biased’ but without saying why this may be the
case which was not sufficient for the mark here. Source 2.1 mentions the Guardian is critical of the policy
as they are a Labour-supporting newspaper. Candidates were not required to know the political affiliation
of the publication as this information was provided for them.

Question 2 (c)

(c) Using Source 2.2 state two reasons why the public might be disappointed by the outcome
of the Government'’s levelling up policy.

Candidates could select information from the source to answer the question though a minority of
candidates repeated their point only scoring 1 mark. The response here required reasons, not just pieces
of evidence quoted from the text.

10 © OCR 2023
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Question 2 (d)

‘ Levelling up is vital to promote a greater sense of national identity in the UK.

g /
(d) Explain why people might support the viewpoint above.

There were some very good responses to this question, but also some weaker ones. Where the
candidates did not score well, it was often due to a lack of understanding of ‘national identity’ and this
was frequently confused with community cohesion, possibly due to the wording of Question 2(e). There
was also a lack of understanding that levelling up is across the region, the money is not given to
individuals to improve their standard of living or to pay for training and education.

11 © OCR 2023
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Question 2 (e)*

4 N
\ Economic differences are the main cause of the lack of community cohesion in the UK.

N J

(e)* Write a detailed case opposing the viewpoint above.

There were candidates who did not oppose the viewpoint and did not gain any marks for a detailed and
well justified response agreeing with the viewpoint. Other candidates scored only a few marks for trying
to argue both for and against the viewpoint. There was also a tendency to give lengthy definitions of
community cohesion and discuss how this could be promoted, while never linking this directly to a
response to the viewpoint. While fewer candidates scored high and full marks on this question,
compared to Question 3(b), there were some very good responses and these tended to include
appropriate examples which helped candidates to support their argument.

12 © OCR 2023
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Exemplar 1

Edicar * Crime

» -
6 DU(ﬂmlﬂQi‘mr\ J}tufn Z@W

Study the viewpoint below and answer question 2(e). ¢ ;Lac/z of Jﬁé v

- 9/.’4:2/!/}»(
Economic differences are the main cause of the lack of community cohesion in the UK. j

(e)* Write a detailed case opposing the viewpoint above.
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Exemplar 1 demonstrates the candidate has drafted some key points before beginning to write their
response opposing the viewpoint. They used accurate examples to support their points on the role of
crime and distrust of the police in creating alack of community cohesion. Discrimination is acceptable as
a reason though the assertion that this automatically creates anti-social behaviour is less valid. The point
about educational differences and alack of further education meaning people must rely on a life of crime
is also inaccurate and not linked to community cohesion specifically. It gained 6 marks.
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Section C overview

This section focused on evaluating the patterns of migration to the EU and the reasons why individuals
choose to come to this country. Question 3(a) requires candidates to analyse the changing patterns of
migration to the UK following the EU referendumin 2016, using Source 3.1. Question 3(b) was designed
to assess the skills underpinning AO3. Effective written advocacy should include focusing on the
argument, selecting strong supportive points and utilising convincing examples from Source 3.2 and their
own knowledge.

Question 3 (a)

3

Study Fig. 3.1 and the notes below it and answer question 3(a).
Fig. 3.1

A breakdown of migration to the United Kingdom 2008-2019

Non-EU
0 \-/ //
Migration
tothe UK, 100
thousands \/_"’\/ \EU
2010 2012 2014 2016 2018

Years

Source: Office for National Statistics (BIBIC/

Note:
Non-EU citizens include large numbers of migrants from India and Pakistan.

(a) State two examples of evidence in Fig. 3.1 that could be used to support the following
viewpoint:

e

N
[ Voting to leave the EU in 2016 has changed the pattern of migration into the UK. ‘
/

OO PRPEO PSPPSR

TP PP T PP ORI
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This was a straightforward question that candidates answered well. The most common simple error was
candidates mixing up EU and non-EU in their responses.

Question 3 (b)*

Source 3.2

Hong Kong: China crackdown is likely to boost migration to the United Kingdom

Many supporters of democracy in Hong Kong have been arrested for trying to overthrow the
city’s government. The Chinese Government which oversees Hong Kong has been trying

to crush political opposition. There is now a law that the Hong Kong Government can send
people out of the city to China itself. Therefore in 2021, the UK will open a new immigration
route which could allow up to 5.4 million Hong Kong residents to move to the UK and become
British citizens. This is equivalent to almost three-quarters of Hong Kong's resident population
of 7.5 million.

Adapted from an article in The Conversation 6 Jan 2021

(b)* Use information from Source 3.2 and information from your studies to evaluate the following
viewpoint:

//
L Migrants from outside the EU mainly come to the UK to gain political freedom.

In your answer you must:
* use information from Source 3.2
* consider at least three reasons from your own knowledge why migrants come to the UK

from non-EU states.

8]
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This question required candidates to consider reasons for migration to the UK from non-EU states. Both
political and non-political reasons were given marks providing they were sufficiently detailed. Typically
candidates made good use of Source 3.2 and many were able to provide three reasons for migration.
Some candidates were able to evaluate the reasons for migration from non-EU states well, with accurate
examples given to support their arguments. A minority of candidates explored one or two reasons well
and then resorted to listing pull factors for migration such as ‘free NHS’ or ‘better education’ without
detail or explanation, thus missing out on the higher marks available for this question.

Exemplar 2

17 © OCR 2023
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Exemplar 2 demonstrates a detailed response that gained full marks. The candidate gave three clear
reasons why migrants come to the UK from non-EU states and used the information in Source 3.2 to
support part of their response. While the point about people migrating to escape war with the example of
Syria and membership of NATO appears in what the candidate identifies as their conclusion, this is the
third substantiated reason hence full marks for meeting all of the criteria.
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Section D overview

This section explores the UK'’s international presence and the role of the country in a wide range of
European and world organisations that focus on issues of both global development and international
relations. Source 4.1 gives an overview of the UK’s membership of many international organisations and
some evidence to support the impact of the UK’s contribution to these globally. Figure 4.2 provides data
from a YouGov poll from 2020 polling attitudes towards the government’s foreign aid budget.

Question 4(b) asks candidates to evaluate a viewpoint, allowing candidates the opportunity to argue both
sides and form an argument supporting their own opinion. The marking guidance for this question
changed last year and the assessment criteria AO3a and AO3c are again considered separately though
recorded as a joint mark.
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Question 4 (a) (i)
4  Study Source 4.1 and Fig. 4.2 and answer questions 4(a)—4(b).

Source 4.1

The United Kingdom’s role in international relations

A GLOBAL LEADER IN DIPLOMACY AND DEVELOPMENT

NATO

UN Human Rights

SobE Council 2021-22

Commonwealth

The UK has a seat in every
major multilateral organisation

Founding member of the
United Nations

Council of Europe

4th largest diplomatic network:
281 posts in 178 countries and territories

One of the largest funders of the WHO, increasing funding by

30% over four years, and the largest funder of Gavi
(a) Using information in Source 4.1:

(i) State one international organisation which is linked with diplomacy.

people in over 90 developing countries

Notes:

Gavi and Covax provide Low Income Countries with free vaccinations
OSCE is the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
WHO is the World Health Organization

Taken from a UK government publication, Global Britain in a Competitive Age (2020)
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Question 4 (a) (ii)

(ii) State one international organisation which is linked with development.

This must be a different organisation to your answer for 4(a)(i).

There was a marked difference in candidate’s success on these two questions. The majority of
candidates answered Question 4(a)(i) correctly, but less candidates were successful on Question 4(a)(ii).
The most common error on Question 4(a)(ii) was giving a second example of an organisation linked to
diplomacy. The minority of candidates also gave ‘WTQO’ as an incorrect answer here. Whether this was a
slip and they had misread WHO, or was an attempt to use their own knowledge is impossible to tell.

Question 4 (b)*

(b)* Using information from Source 4.1 and Fig. 4.2 and evidence from your studies, evaluate
the following viewpoint:

4 The UK Government should concentrate on solving issues in the UK rather than trying
Y to solve the world’s problems.

You must consider:

+ the arguments which could be made from the information in Source 4.1 and Fig. 4.2 as
well as your own knowledge to support this view

+ the arguments which could be made from the information in Source 4.1 and Fig. 4.2 as
well as your own knowledge to oppose this view

+ the benefits which international organisations give to the people of the world.

21 © OCR 2023
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This question was attempted by the majority of candidates. They responded well to the viewpoint and
were able to use both sources provided in their answers. It was clear that candidates understood the
work of some of the main international organisations that the UK is a member of, and they were able to
incorporate this well into their responses. Candidates made use of the prompts to structure and support
their response.

Candidates were less secure in their discussion of the benefits international organisations give to the
people of the world. Often this point was implicit in their discussion of the reasons why the UK
government should continue to be involved in funding and supporting international organisations, but
clear consideration of this was rare. In the better responses, candidates used a good range of examples
to support the discussion of the viewpoint, and the very best responses also evaluated the data in Figure
4.2 critically.
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Exemplar 3
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Exemplar 3 demonstrates a thorough response to the viewpoint that addresses all the recommended
discussion points, while analysing and drawing on the information in Source 4.1, Figure 4.2, and their
own studies to exemplify the key aspects of their argument. The candidate evaluates Figure 4.2 and
links this to a key argument that democratically elected governments should consider the wishes of the
people.

There is further consideration of these figures as the response progresses, though this point is
incomplete. There is evidence of critical engagement with the value of these figures and that they are not
binding. The exploration of the benefits of international organisations is discussed alongside the
arguments for the UK’s continued involvement in and contribution towards resolving global issues,
exemplifying a common challenge candidates found with separating these two elements. Despite this
and the very limited conclusion, likely a result of running out of time, this response scored just under full
marks for the quality of evaluation and analysis.
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tool. It is available for all GCSEs, AS and A Levels and Cambridge
Nationals.

Find out more.


https://teachcambridge.org/landing
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/my-cambridge/index.aspx
http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/access-to-scripts/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/email-updates/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/exambuilder/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/
http://ocr.org.uk/activeresults

Need to get in touch? We really value your feedback

If you ever have any questions about OCR Click to send us an autogenerated email about

qualifications or services (including administration, this resource. Add comments if you want to.

logistics and teaching) please feel free to get in touch Let us know how we can improve this resource or

with our customer support centre. what else you need. Your email address will not be
used or shared for any marketing purposes.

Call uson

01223 553998 I like this I dislike this

Alternatively, you can email us on
support@ocr.org.uk

For more information visit

[0 ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder

¥ ocr.org.uk

€ facebook.com/ocrexams

¥ twitter.com/ocrexams

instagram.com/ocrexaminations
linkedin.com/company/ocr

O youtube.com/ocrexams

Please note — web links are correct at date
of publication but other websites may
change over time. If you have any problems
with a link you may want to navigate to that
organisation’s website for a direct search.
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OCRis part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a department of the University of Cambridge.

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored. © OCR 2023 Oxford Cambridge and

RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.

OCR operates academic and vocational qualifications regulated by Ofqual, Qualifications Wales and CCEA as listed in their qualifications registers including A Levels,
GCSEs, Cambridge Technicals and Cambridge Nationals.

OCR provides resources to help you deliver our qualifications. These resources do not represent any particular teaching method we expect you to use. We update
our resources regularly and aim to make sure content is accurate but please check the OCR website so that you have the most up to date version. OCR cannot be
held responsible for any errors or omissions in these resources.

Though we make every effort to check our resources, there may be contradictions between published support and the specification, so it is important that you
always use information in the latest specification. We indicate any specification changes within the document itself, change the version number and provide a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between the specification and a resource, please contact us.

You can copy and distribute this resource freely if you keep the OCR logo and this small print intact and you acknowledge OCR as the originator of the resource.
OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR or are thinking about switching, you can request more information using our Expression of Interest form.

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support you in delivering our qualifications.


https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/resource-finder/
https://ocr.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ocrexams/
https://twitter.com/ocrexams
http://instagram.com/ocrexaminations
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ocr
https://www.youtube.com/user/ocrexams
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20like%20the%20Summer%202023%20Examiners%27%20report%20GCSE%20%289-1%29%20Citizenship%20Studies%20J270/03
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20dislike%20the%20Summer%202023%20Examiners%27%20report%20GCSE%20%289-1%29%20Citizenship%20Studies%20J270/03
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