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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

diff iculty and why the diff iculties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identif iable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.  

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it f irst. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)  

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 3 series overview 

This paper constitutes the final component of the J270 GCSE in Citizenship Studies and comprises of a 

mixture of short and longer response questions. As in previous series, the majority of candidates 

attempted most or all of the questions on the paper. Overall, there were fewer questions omitted than in 

2022 and the mean score on the paper increased slightly suggesting candidates were well prepared 

despite the disruptions to their learning over the past few years.   

The majority of candidates attempted the longer questions (Question 2(e), Question 3(b) and Question 

4(b)) recognising that these comprise over half of the total marks on the paper. These questions also 

allowed more successful candidates to demonstrate their advocacy and their ability to evaluate a 

viewpoint, showing a clear understanding of different factors that inform citizenship debates.   

Again this year, certain elements of the specification for this paper were answered more successfully 

than others. Candidates were well prepared for Section A with a clear understanding of the age of key 

rights and responsibilities beyond those provided in the sources. As with previous series this section was 

the one most candidates answered in full, with fewer questions omitted.  Section B focused on the topic 

of regional divides and development through the lens of the levelling  up agenda. This section saw a 

variety of responses that called upon their own understanding of regional inequality and the causes and 

potential solutions to this. There was a clear understanding of the concept of community cohesion, 

though the concept of national identity was less secure for many. Candidates engaged well with Section 

C and Section D that explored migration from outside the EU and the UK and international organisations 

respectively and could pull on a wide range of relevant and interesting examples from their studies to 

support their answers. The better responses to the final ‘essay’ question had been planned and there 

was evidence of key points being identif ied and organised before writing the final response.   

One final point of note this year was a deterioration in handwriting among a smaller number of 

candidates that made some of their responses very difficult to read. Under the pressure of examinations 

some candidates clearly rushed their writing and while every attempt was made to read all responses, 

some were very diff icult to decipher.  

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• had prepared fully for the examination and 
were familiar with the style of questions 

• read the questions carefully and ensured they 
responded to the full wording of the question 

• used the response guidance that can be found 
in bullet points above the answer space on the 
paper 

• gave examples to support their arguments and 
answers, demonstrating greater understanding 
of the complexities of key issues 

• allocated their time appropriately and were 
able to attempt all questions. 

• had not read the question carefully and as 
such did not always provide a response that 
utilised information from the sources provided 

• gave general and limited responses that failed 
to respond fully to the questions 

• omitted questions or had clearly run out of time 
on the final question 

• gave repetitive answers on short response 
questions, for example rewording but 
effectively repeating points especially on 
Question 1(c), Question 1(d), and Question 
2(c). 
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Section A overview 

In this section candidates were required to engage with two sources and their own knowledge to respond 

to four short response questions on the topic of rights and responsibilities within the legal and voting 

systems.  

 

Question 1 (a)  
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The majority of candidates were able to answer this correctly though some had clearly not read the 

instruction to ‘state one other’ legal right and had taken their answer from the table. Common mistakes 

were the right to drive, or to marry without parental consent.  

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Change in the law 2023 

The Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Act 2022 came into force on 27th February 
2023, meaning that no one can marry or enter into a civil partnership under the age of 18, 
even with parental support. While this is a relatively new change, centres should be aware of 
this for future series. 

 

Question 1 (b)  

The majority of  candidates successfully answered this question. Incorrect responses often referred to 

other countries such as Portugal as a comparison rather than the UK nations.  
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Question 1 (c)  

The majority of  candidates were able to gain some marks on this question. Common incorrect answers 

focused on the damage done to young people by being sent to prison at ten years old, or the likelihood 

of young people being coerced into crime by adults rather than utilising the evidence in the sources to 

support their response. 
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Question 1 (d)  

The majority of  candidates scored some marks on this question that required them to use their own 

knowledge rather than relying on the evidence provided. Candidates had read the question carefully and 

responses consistently supported the viewpoint. There were some very sophisticated points made here 

and successful candidates who scored full marks were able to use the evidence from the sources to 

support their points about maturity and suitability for voting. The best responses included references to 

being old enough to leave home and being mature enough to vote or working and paying taxes and 

therefore deserving of a vote to have a say in how this money is spent. Contrasts with Scotland were 

also common.  

Responses that focused on simple points such as ‘you can leave school’ that did not make a clear link 

between the fact and being eligible for voting, or ‘because some 16 year olds are as mature as 18 year 

olds’ were not specific enough and so did not gain marks. 
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Section B overview 

This section looks at regional wealth inequality within the UK, and the impact of this on national identity 

and community cohesion. The shorter questions required candidates to consult the sources and interpret 

these correctly, while the longer responses gave candidates the opportunity to respond to viewpoints 

and demonstrate skills of argument and advocacy. 

 

Question 2 (a)  

While candidates could generally identify from the source how the money was to be spent, the majority 

of candidates found it diff icult to link this to ways this could increase the wealth of a region.  Common 

correct responses focused on improved transport bringing businesses to the area making it easier for 

people to travel to jobs or how improving cultural investment brings in visitors and a potential increase in 

tourists. 
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Question 2 (b)  

The majority of candidates missed the point of this question and could not identify the potential for bias 

based on the publication. Some candidates wrote ‘it is biased’ but without saying why this may be the 

case which was not sufficient for the mark here. Source 2.1 mentions the Guardian is critical of the policy 

as they are a Labour-supporting newspaper. Candidates were not required to know the political affiliation 

of the publication as this information was provided for them. 

 

Question 2 (c)  

Candidates could select information from the source to answer the question though a minority of 

candidates repeated their point only scoring 1 mark. The response here required reasons, not just pieces 

of evidence quoted from the text. 
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Question 2 (d)  

There were some very good responses to this question, but also some weaker ones. Where the 

candidates did not score well, it was often due to a lack of understanding of ‘national identity’ and this 

was frequently confused with community cohesion, possibly due to the wording of Question 2(e). There 

was also a lack of understanding that levelling up is across the region, the money is not given to 

individuals to improve their standard of living or to pay for training and education.  
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Question 2 (e)*  

There were candidates who did not oppose the viewpoint and  did not gain any marks for a detailed and 

well justif ied response agreeing with the viewpoint. Other candidates scored only a few marks for trying 

to argue both for and against the viewpoint. There was also a tendency to give lengthy definitions of 

community cohesion and discuss how this could be promoted, while never linking this directly to a 

response to the viewpoint. While fewer candidates scored high and full marks on this question, 

compared to Question 3(b), there were some very good responses and these tended to include 

appropriate examples which helped candidates to support their argument. 



GCSE (9-1) Citizenship Studies - J270/03 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 13 © OCR 2023 

Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 demonstrates the candidate has drafted some key points before beginning to write their 

response opposing the viewpoint. They used accurate examples to support their points on the role of 

crime and distrust of the police in creating a lack of community cohesion. Discrimination is acceptable as 

a reason though the assertion that this automatically creates anti-social behaviour is less valid. The point 

about educational differences and a lack of further education meaning people must rely on a life of crime 

is also inaccurate and not linked to community cohesion specifically. It gained 6 marks. 
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Section C overview 

This section focused on evaluating the patterns of migration to the EU and the reasons why individuals 

choose to come to this country. Question 3(a) requires candidates to analyse the changing patterns of 

migration to the UK following the EU referendum in 2016, using Source 3.1.  Question 3(b) was designed 

to assess the skills underpinning AO3. Effective written advocacy should include focusing on the 

argument, selecting strong supportive points and utilising convincing examples from Source 3.2 and their 

own knowledge.  

 

Question 3 (a)  
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This was a straightforward question that candidates answered well.  The most common simple error was 

candidates mixing up EU and non-EU in their responses. 

 

Question 3 (b)*  
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This question required candidates to consider reasons for migration to the UK from non-EU states. Both 

political and non-political reasons were given marks providing they were sufficiently detailed. Typically 

candidates made good use of Source 3.2 and many were able to provide three reasons for migration. 

Some candidates were able to evaluate the reasons for migration from non-EU states well, with accurate 

examples given to support their arguments. A minority of candidates explored one or two reasons well 

and then resorted to listing pull factors for migration such as ‘free NHS’ or ‘better education’ without 

detail or explanation, thus missing out on the higher marks available for this question. 

Exemplar 2 
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Exemplar 2 demonstrates a detailed response that gained full marks. The candidate gave three clear 

reasons why migrants come to the UK from non-EU states and used the information in Source 3.2 to 

support part of their response. While the point about people migrating to escape war with the example of 

Syria and membership of NATO appears in what the candidate identif ies as their conclusion, this is the 

third substantiated reason hence full marks for meeting all of the criteria.  
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Section D overview 

This section explores the UK’s international presence and the role of the country in a wide range of 

European and world organisations that focus on issues of both global development and international 

relations. Source 4.1 gives an overview of the UK’s membership of many international organisations and 

some evidence to support the impact of the UK’s contribution to these globally. Figure 4.2 provides data 

from a YouGov poll from 2020 polling attitudes towards the government’s foreign aid budget.  

Question 4(b) asks candidates to evaluate a viewpoint, allowing candidates the opportunity to argue both 

sides and form an argument supporting their own opinion. The marking guidance for this question 

changed last year and the assessment criteria AO3a and AO3c are again considered separately though 

recorded as a joint mark.  
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Question 4 (a) (i)  
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Question 4 (a) (ii)  

There was a marked difference in candidate’s success on these two questions.  The majority of  

candidates answered Question 4(a)(i) correctly, but less candidates were successful on Question 4(a)(ii). 

The most common error on Question 4(a)(ii) was giving a second example of an organisation linked to 

diplomacy. The minority of  candidates also gave ‘WTO’ as an incorrect answer here. Whether this was a 

slip and they had misread WHO, or was an attempt to use their own knowledge is impossible  to tell. 

 

Question 4 (b)* 
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This question was attempted by the majority of candidates. They responded well to the viewpoint and 

were able to use both sources provided in their answers. It was clear that candidates understood the 

work of some of the main international organisations that the UK is a member of, and they were able to 

incorporate this well into their responses. Candidates made use of the prompts to structure and support 

their response.  

Candidates were less secure in their discussion of the benefits international organisations give to the 

people of the world. Often this point was implicit in their discussion of the reasons why the UK 

government should continue to be involved in funding and supporting international organisations, but 

clear consideration of this was rare. In the better responses, candidates used a good range of examples 

to support the discussion of the viewpoint, and the very best responses also evaluated the data in Figure 

4.2 critically.   
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Exemplar 3 
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Exemplar 3 demonstrates a thorough response to the viewpoint that addresses all the recommended 

discussion points, while analysing and drawing on the information in Source 4.1, Figure 4.2, and their 

own studies to exemplify the key aspects of their argument. The candidate evaluates Figure 4.2 and 

links this to a key argument that democratically elected governments should consider the wishes of the 

people. 

There is further consideration of these figures as the response progresses, though this point is 

incomplete. There is evidence of critical engagement with the value of these figures and that they are not 

binding. The exploration of the benefits of international organisations is discussed alongside the 

arguments for the UK’s continued involvement in and contribution towards resolving global issues, 

exemplifying a common challenge candidates found with separating these two elements.  Despite this 

and the very limited conclusion, likely a result of running out of time, this response scored just under full 

marks for the quality of evaluation and analysis.  
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