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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

diff iculty and why the diff iculties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identif iable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it f irst. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)  

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 1 series overview 

Most candidates completed the whole examination and were able to tackle the different types of question 

contained in the paper. 

There were significant differences between centres in the extent to which candidates:  

• knew and understood key citizenship concepts and terms 

• were able to give valid examples based on their knowledge 

Candidates performed well if they had studied the specification content in depth  and had experience of 

applying their knowledge and understanding to citizenship questions, viewpoints and issues. Such 

candidates tended to respond well to questions across the paper.  

There was no evidence that candidates had been able to ‘game the paper’ by  selecting responses 

containing linguistic or other clues for ‘correctness’. Neither was there any evidence of candidates 

operating statistical systems to gain more marks than their level of knowledge might justify.    

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• had a command of key concepts and terms 

• were able to draw on extensive knowledge 
relevant to the specification content 

• were skilled at applying their subject-specific 
knowledge and understanding to relevant 
scenarios 

• read stimulus material carefully 

• considered the options available to them for 
each question and were prepared to change 
their minds as necessary 

• wrote their responses clearly and without 
ambiguity. 

• had poor subject-specific knowledge and 
understanding 

• required more practice in applying their 
knowledge and understanding to different 
scenarios 

• wrote their responses quickly and with 
insufficient clarity making it diff icult for 
examiners to understand their intentions 

• did not review and amend their responses. 
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Section A overview 

Questions in this section focused on rights, responsibilities and the law. Candidates tended to be more 

knowledgeable about rights and responsibilities than they were about key legal concepts such as the 

‘presumption of innocence’. There was also uncertainty about the roles of the executive, legislature and 

judiciary in law-making.  

 

Question 1 

This question required a good knowledge of current age laws. The majority of candidates chose the 

correct option (A). 

 

  



GCSE (9-1) Citizenship Studies - J270/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 7 © OCR 2023 

Question 2 

This was a question requiring a good level of subject knowledge. The majority of candidates were able to 

select at least one appropriate response with well over half making two correct choices. Most candidates 

knew that the Magna Carta established the principles that other members of the community should 

decide matters of guilt or innocence and that justice should not be delayed. However, the majority of 

candidates believed incorrectly that the Magna Carta set out an agreed statement of equal opportunities 

for all citizens rather than stating that everyone should be treated equally in legal matters.  Correct 

options B, C and I. 

Misconception 

 

The Magna Carta did not establish equal opportunities for all citizens. It was the Equality Act 

of 2010 that tried to address this important issue. 
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Question 3 

Most candidates indicated correctly that both statements are true (option B). A minority of candidates 

were unsure whether trade unions have links with the Labour Party.  
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Question 4 

This question proved challenging, but the majority of candidates responded correctly by choosing option 

D.  
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Question 5 

This was a challenging question. The majority of candidates made notes on their exam paper to assist 

their decision-making and gave their choice considerable thought. The minority of candidates did choose 

correctly (option B). 

Encourage candidates to give careful thought to their responses 

Many candidates made notes on their exam paper to help them better understand the source material 

and the options available to them. This often led them to the correct response. 
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Question 6 

Many candidates incorrectly chose ‘Magistrates Court’ as these lower courts are where defendants in all 

criminal cases begin their journey to justice. However, it is in the Crown Court that ‘tries’ serious offences 

such as manslaughter, robbery and fraud. The majority of candidates did choose the correct response 

(option B). 

Misconception 

 

Magistrates do not determine the outcome of serious criminal cases. They pass them on to 

Crown Courts for trial. 
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Question 7 (a) 

Magistrates sit at point X. Over half of candidates were able to use their knowledge of the justice system 

to choose the correct response (option B) 
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Question 7 (b) 

The minority of candidates chose the correct option (option D) as many believed that youth courts do not 

have witnesses present. Candidates also thought that lawyers would also be absent. 

Misconception 

 

A common misconception was that witnesses are absent from a youth court. On the contrary 

witnesses are crucial to the determination of justice in all English courts. 
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Question 7 (c) 

The majority of candidates understood why a legal advisor would be present in a court of law by 

choosing option C. 

 

Question 8 

The majority of candidates chose at least one correct option but many candidates thought wrongly that 

citizens would only be able to serve on a jury if they could get time off work or were resident in the town 

or city where the court is based. The majority of candidates chose at least two correct options (B, E and 

G). 
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Question 9 

The majority of candidates answered this question correctly by identifying option A. The minority of  

candidates thought that workload was a reason for the police not becoming involved in civil cases.  
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Question 10 

The minority of  candidates were able to apply their knowledge and understanding to the scenario to 

choose the correct option (D). The majority of candidates chose option C, perhaps because the dispute 

involved items of low value rather than the right of an employee to fair  treatment by their employer. 

Assessment for learning 

 

Give candidates experience of applying their citizenship knowledge and understanding to 

scenarios such as the one used in Source 10. Advise them to take time to understand the 

scenario by highlighting key points. 
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Question 11 

Both statements are true, so option B is correct. The minority of  candidates answered correctly. 

Assessment for learning 

 

A minority of candidates showed a confident understanding of the different but 

complementary roles of the executive, legislature and judiciary in law-making.  

This is a key component of the UK democratic system. Once understood, so much of what 

goes on in parliament and the courts begins to make more sense.  
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Question 12 

A minority of candidates chose the correct option (A) even though the ‘presumption of innocence’ is a 

key concept for understanding the English justice system. The majority of candidates thought that it was 

juries, rather than judges, who determined sentences.  
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Section B overview 

This section contains questions on politics and government. 

Candidates achieved well on questions focused on media, parliamentary procedure, and elections but 

there was room for improvement on those questions about the economy and the British constitution.  

 

Question 13 

The majority of candidates were able to show understanding of the importance of tolerance and respect 

for diversity in a democracy by choosing option A as the correct response.  
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Question 14 

A minority of candidates understood that national referendums in the UK have been used only to gauge 

the electorate’s opinion on important constitutional issues such as Scottish independence, leaving the 

European Union and proportional representation. The majority of  candidates thought incorrectly that a 

referendum would be used as a last resort by indecisive politicians. The correct option was (D). 

Misconception 

 

In the UK, national referendums have been used to decide important constitutional issues in 

cases where governments have considered it imperative that citizens, not their elected 

representatives, should have the final say.  

It is not that politicians cannot decide such matters, it’s that they want the public to have their 

say.  
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Question 15 

A minority of candidates were able to select the correct option (A) to demonstrate accurate knowledge 

that members of the House of Commons are elected by citizens and that they approve new laws.  

Misconception 

 

The House of Commons does not govern the country. That’s the government’s (the 

executive’s) role in the UK. 

 

Question 16 

Many candidates knew that the monarch is supported by Black Rod during the state opening of the UK 

Parliament (option A). The favourite incorrect response was the Prime Minister while the minority of 

candidates chose the Speaker for this role. 
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Question 17 

The majority of candidates demonstrated a good knowledge and understanding of electoral systems to 

identify option D as correct. A minority of candidates thought the first-past-the-post system to be 

potentially confusing even though lack of confusion is widely recognised to be one of its merits.  
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Question 18 

Candidates who performed well on the rest of the paper also performed well on this question by 

identifying option C as correct. They were in a distinct minority. Candidates who did less well overall 

tended to select incorrect responses such as ‘all legislation is approved by the civil service’.  

Roles of the executive, legislature and judiciary in the British constitution is not well 
understood.  
 
Neither is the concept of ‘separation of powers’.  

Government ministers have been guilty of misunderstanding the role and importance of an independent 

judiciary. It’s important that decision-makers of the future make no such mistakes but under half  of 

candidates demonstrated adequate understanding in the 2023 exam. 
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Question 19 

The majority of candidates knew that indirect taxation referred to taxes on spending rather than earning. 

(option B). The minority of candidates thought it to refer to taxes collected from employers and 

employees. 

 

Question 20 

This question was answered accurately by the majority of candidates who understood that growth in the 

UK economy would be unlikely to lead to cuts in either spending or taxation. By eliminating these 

distractors, they chose the correct option (C).  
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Question 21 

This was another potentially challenging question on the economy but the majority of candidates chose 

the correct option (A). Those candidates also tended to perform well on the rest of the paper.  

Assessment for learning 

 

Understanding the basic relationships between wage levels, benefits and taxation is key to 

understanding government economic policy and the competing ideas of opposition parties.  

Problem-solving or role play may help candidates to achieve a better understanding of these 

relationships.  
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Question 22 (a) 

Candidates responded well to this scenario. Most identif ied the correct option (B). A minority were 

uncertain about the minimum age for parliamentary candidates or about how election outcomes are 

determined.  

Misconception 

 

Citizens do not have to wait to be twenty one to be parliamentary candidates, neither do they 

need over fifty percent of votes to be elected.  
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Question 22 (b) 

The majority of candidates chose the correct option (A). Candidates thought that universities must 

support the discontinuation of student loans for such an idea to become law. In fact, while consultations 

are likely to take place, it is politicians who decide.  
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Question 23 

The potential threat to democracy posed by social media was well understood by the majority of 

candidates who chose option C correctly. 
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Question 24 

The majority of candidates identif ied option D as the correct response. The minority of candidates 

thought incorrectly that censorship in democratic countries was used to prevent the media from offending 

people or to protect the government from criticism. 

Misconception 

 

Many assume that the media in democratic countries must not cause offence. People 

exercising their right to free expression, often to cause offence to people or organisations 

whose political ideas or religious beliefs they may be criticising. There is a difference between 

inciting religious or racial hated which is illegal and engaging in criticism which is not.  
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Question 25 

The majority of  candidates were able to identify at least one public service provided by local government. 

The most popular choice was ‘parks and gardens’ (option D). The minority of candidates knew that local 

authorities are also responsible for ‘social care’ and ‘voter registration and elections’. Only a few 

candidates correctly identif ied all three local authority services. The correct options were (D, F and H). 
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Section C overview 

This section contains questions on the United Kingdom, it’s people and community, and the nation’s 

relationships with the wider world. 

There were gaps in candidates’ knowledge and understanding on issues connected to migration. 

Knowledge and understanding of the Commonwealth, World Trade Organisation and United Nations was 

limited, but candidates were much more confident when it came to NATO and the Council of Europe.  

Candidates used source material with less facility in this section than in the first two sections of the 

paper, perhaps because they felt under increased time pressure. 

 

Question 26 

The majority of candidates understood the meaning of ‘community cohesion’ but candidates assumed 

that local authority funding is necessary for cohesive communities to exist. Nevertheless, the majority of 

candidates were able to identify option D as the correct response to this question, realising that extra 

funding isn’t necessarily the most important factor here.  
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Question 27 

Asylum seekers in small boats have been a dominant news story and subject to much debate. It is 

understandable that many candidates felt that ‘seeking asylum’ (option D) has been the ‘main reason’ for 

immigration to the UK over the last 20 years. The correct option was (B).  

Misconception 

 

The main reason for immigration to the UK is ‘employment and study’ and has been over the 

last twenty years. ‘Asylum seeking’ and illegal migration make a lesser contribution to the 

inflow of people to the UK although welcoming refugees from Ukraine and China has led to 

recent increases in numbers seeking to relocate to the UK. 
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Question 28 (a) 

A minority of candidates chose the correct option (D). Other popular but incorrect selections were A 

(International Humanitarian Law) and, to a lesser extent C, (NATO conventions on refugees).  
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Question 28 (b) 

This was reasonably well answered. Both statements are false (option A) as Source 28 suggests. 

Candidates who did well on this question, tended to be successful across the whole paper.  

Assessment for learning 

 

The majority of candidates missed important details from the source material that enabled 

them to apply their knowledge and understanding to a scenario or to information they may be 

unfamiliar. Source 28 contains two key paragraphs relevant to Question 28(b). The majority of 

candidates did not analyse and interpret the source to choose the correct response.  

Candidates could benefit from more practice analysing and interpreting information relevant to 

their studies, and from applying their citizenship knowledge and understanding to different 

viewpoints and scenarios. 
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Question 29 

The majority of candidates chose the correct option C. Asylum seekers are entitled to accommodation 

under international law but neither employment nor UK citizenship are automatic rights as many 

candidates assumed. Many do find employment once they have been granted permission to remain but 

even then, are not usually entitled to UK citizenship.  

The majority of candidates were incorrectly advised over matters of migration and asylum 

Candidate responses to questions on migration and asylum suggest that many young people rely on 

‘headline’ media coverage, rather than citizenship teaching, to inform their knowledge and 

understanding of these critical issues.   
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Question 30 

The majority of candidates understood that the UK has left the European Union and that Scotland, as 

part of the UK, has also left. The majority of candidates knew about BREXIT but candidates were less 

sure about Scotland’s status in this context. The correct option was (D). 
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Question 31 

The majority of candidates chose correctly here (option B) to show a good knowledge of the Council of 

Europe’s role and significance. 

 

Question 32 

Candidates showed a good understanding of NATO’s purpose. The majority of candidates chose the 

correct option (A) making this the question with the highest positive response across the paper.  
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Question 33 

In contrast to NATO and the Council of Europe, the World Trade Organisation’s role was less well 

understood. The majority of candidates did not choose the correct option C. 
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Question 34 

The correct option B, was chosen by the majority of candidates. The minority of candidates seemed 

unaware that the UN Security Council is able to authorise the use of force to maintain or restore 

international peace and security.  
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Question 35 

Examiners accepted options B and C as being correct responses. Child health had been improving until 

2020. Since then, the Covid pandemic, conflicts in the Middle East and North Africa, the invasion of 

Ukraine and concerns about the global environment have begun to have adverse consequences for 

children’s physical and mental health.  
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Question 36 

There was some confusion over membership of the Commonwealth. A minority of candidates seemed to 

know that the Commonwealth is composed of nations with historical links to the UK. Others might have 

known this but were unable to choose four countries from the available options. Most candidates realised 

that whatever was going on here, the UK was a sensible choice as a correct option. As a result, the 

majority of candidates were given at least 1 mark. However, just over half of candidates were able to 

identify three or four correct of the correct options (A, E, F and L) . 

 

  



GCSE (9-1) Citizenship Studies - J270/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report 

 42 © OCR 2023 

Question 37 

Over half of candidates knew that members of the Commonwealth have an equal say in decision-making 

and pays a share of costs based on its wealth (option B). 
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